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No. 4601. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA AND THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OI~AMERICA
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WEATHER
STATION AT NAURU. CANBERRA, 19AND 25 FEBRUARY
1958

I

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
No. 115

February 19, 1958

Sir:

I havethe honor to refer to negotiationswhich havetaken placebetween
the Governmentsof the United Statesof America and the Commonwealthof
Australiaconcerningthe desire of the United StatesGovernmentto establish
a weatherstation at Nauru Island. It is noted that the Governmentof the
Commonwealthof Australia, administeringthe Island on behalf of the Admi-
nistering Authority (comprising the United Kingdom, Australia and New
Zealand),approvesthe requestof the United StatesGovernmentto construct
andoperateaweatherstationon NauruIslandon the following conditions:

(1) Membersof the UnitedStatesForcespresenton Nauruin connectionwiththe
installationor operationof the weatherstationshall observeall laws andregulationsof
Nauru which are in effect on the Island. The United Statesauthorities shall have
jurisdictionon Nauru overmembersof the United StatesForceswith regardto offenses
solely against thesepersonnel,their property,or United Statesproperty,and offenses
occurringin theperformanceof official duty, and,exceptin thoseinstancesdeemedby the
Administering Authority to be of suchimportanceas to require trial in the courts of
Nauru,the UnitedStatesauthoritiesmayexercisetheirjurisdictionovermembersof the
UnitedStatesForcesin all othercriminal cases. Accusedpersonnel,custodyof whom
shall be maintainedby United Statesauthorities,will be producedat the requestof the
AdministeringAuthority for investigation,identification, or trial, asappropriate. It is
understoodthat the principleof nottrying anaccusedtwice for thesameoffenseshallbe
followed, providedtheUnited Statesauthoritiesshallremainfree to punishfor violation
of rulesof military discipline. In the eventthata memberof the UnitedStatesForces
is prosecutedfor a criminal offensein the Nauruancourts,the AdministeringAuthority
ensuresthathe shallbeentitledto a promptandspeedytrial; to be informed, in advance

1 Cameinto force on 25 February1958 by the exchangeof thesaidnotes.
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oftrial, of specificchargeorchargesmadeagainsthim; to beconfrontedwith thewitnesses
againsthim; to havecompulsoryprocessfor obtaining witnessesin his favor; to have
legal representationof hisown choicefor his defense;to communicatewith a representa-
tive of theUnitedStates,andto havesucha representativepresentat his trial.

(2) Arrangementsfor the siting and constructionof the weather stationand its
facilities will be madeby the United Statesauthoritiesin consultationwith, and with
the agreementof, the AdministeringAuthority. In respectof any useof local property
or otherdisturbanceof local inhabitants,whether by way of demolition of housesor
otherwise, the United Stateswill pay full compensation,the amount and mannerof
paymentof whichwill be determinedby consultationbetweenthe United Statesauthor-
ities and the Administrator of Nauru. However, it is understoodthat everyendeavor
will be madeto avoidany suchuseor disturbance.

(3) No wirelessstation, submarinecable, land line or other installationswill be
establishedby the United Statesauthorities,otherwisethan strictly for the operational
purposesof the weatherstation. Any wirelessstation, submarinecable, land line or
other installationso establishedshall be sitedand operatedin sucha way that it will
notcauseinterferencewith establishedcivil communicationsor the phosphateindustry.

(4) The use of radio frequencies,powers and band-widthsfor radio services,
includingradar,shallbesubjectto theprior concurrenceof theAdministeringAuthority
andanyradiostationset up in connectionwith theweatherstationmayberequiredto be
licensedby suchin accordancewith the normal procedures.

(5) So long as the United Stateswishes to participatein the operationsof the
weatherstation,it shallbejointly operatedby theUnitedStatesandAustralianGovern-
mentsandall meteorologicaldatacollectedby theweatherstationwill beavailableto the
AdministeringAuthority.

If the foregoingprovisionsareacceptableto the Governmentof the Com-
monwealthof Australia, I proposethat this note and your reply to that effect
shall constitutean agreementbetweenthe two Governmentsin this matter,
the agreementto enterinto force on the dateof your note in reply.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

(Signed)William J. SEBALD

The Right HonorableRichard G. Casey,C.H., D.S.O., M.C., M.P.
Minister of ExternalAffairs

of the Commonwealthof Australia

No. 4601
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II

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

25th February,1958

Your Excellency:

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note No. 115 of
19th February,1958 which readsas follows:

[See note 1]

I havethe honour to confirm that the foregoingprovisionsare acceptable
to the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia andto agreewith your
proposalthat your Note andthis reply shall constitutean agreementbetween
the two Governments,the agreementto enterinto force on today’s date.

I havethe honourto be,with the highestconsideration,
Your Excellency’sobedientservant,

(Signed)R. G. CASEY

Minister of State for ExternalAffairs

His ExcellencyMr. William J. Sebald
AmbassadorExtraordinary& Plenipotentiary

of the United Statesof America
Canberra
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