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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 4187. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS, BEL-
GIUM AND LUXEMBOURG CONCERNING THE LIBE-
RALIZATION OF TRADE IN FISHING PRODUCTSBE-
TWEEN THE THREE COUNTRIES. BRUSSELS,24 JUNE
1954, THE HAGUE, 4 NOVEMBER 1954, LUXEMBOURG,
9 NOVEMBER 1954, AND BRUSSELS,29 NOVEMBER 19~t

I

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN TRADE

Brussels,24 June 1954
Your Excellency,

With referenceto thePre-UnionAgreementsignedat Luxembourgon 15 Octo-
ber 1949 andto the subsequentministerial discussionsconcerningtheliberalization
of fishing products,

I have the honour to confirm to you that the Committee of Ministers, at
its meetingof 27 March 1954, reachedthe following conclusions

(1) Trade in fishing productsbetweenthe threecountriesshall be free from all
restrictions,except as otherwiseprovided in conclusions2 and 3 hereunderregarding
preparedandunpreparedshrimpsandseafish of lessthan40 cm.

(2) Trade in preparedand unpreparedshrimpsbetweenthe three countriesshall
be free from all restrictionswith effect from 1 March 1955. Pendingthis liberalization,
reciprocaltradein preparedandunpreparedshrimpsshall be subjectto a quotasystem.

(a) The quota for the exportationof preparedshrimps from the Netherlandsto the
Belgo-LuxembourgEconomicUnion shall be 200 tons for the periodfrom 1 March
1954 to 1 March 1955;

(b) The quota for the exportationof unprepared shrimpsfrom the Netherlandsto the
Belgo-LuxembourgEconomicUnion shall be 400 tons for theperiodof 1 March 1954
to 1 March 1955, it beingunderstoodthat this quotamay beraisedby agreementby
not morethan 100 tons if marketconditionspermit;

(c) The quarterlyallocationsout of thequotasreferredto in (a) and(b)shall be determined
by the “Agriculture, Foodand Fisheries”Commissionon the adviceof the Fisheries
Sub-Commission.

Cameinto force on 8 May 1957, thedateof receiptby theGovernmentof Belgium of a
note from the NetherlandsGovernment stating that the approval constitutionally required
in the Netherlandshasbeen obtained,in accordancewith the provisionsof the said notes.
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(3) Tradein fish of lessthan 40cmbetweenthe threecountriesshall befree from all
restrictionswith effect from 1 March 1956. Pendingthis liberalization, tradein fish of
lessthan 40 cmbetweenthe partnersshall be subject to a reciprocalsystemof quotas
whichshall beprogressivelyexpanded.

The quarterlyquotasshall beas follows

80 tons for theperiodfrom 1 April 1954 to 1 June 1954
125 tons for theperiodfrom 1 June1954 to 1 September1954
175 tons for theperiodfrom 1 September1954 to 1 December1954
175 tons for theperiodfrom 1 December1954 to 1 March 1955
225 tons for theperiodfrom 1 March 1955 to 1 June 1955
225 tons for theperiodfrom 1 June1955 to 1 September1955
250tons for theperiodfrom 1 September1955 to 1 December1955
250tons for theperiodfrom 1 December1955 to 1 March 1956.

If the tradein fish of less than 40 cm should result in a catastrophicdevelopment
seriouslythreateningtheexistenceof thatbranchof fishing in one of the countriesduring
thetransitionalperiodup to 1 March1956,theCommitteeof Ministersestablishedpursuant
to article 12 of theProtocolconcerningtheCo-ordinationof EconomicandSocialPolicies,
signedat TheHagueon 24 July 1953,shall adoptmeasuresassoonaspossible,taking into
accountthe specialexigenciesof theprevailing situation.

Theproposalsto beformulatedin this mattershall besubmittedby the “Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries” Commission,on the basis of particularssupplied by the Fisheries
Sub-Commission,whichshall submit a report on this subject to the “Agriculture, Food
andFisheries”Cojnniission.

(4) The conclusionsreachedat the Ministerial Conferenceheld at Ulvenhout on
14 February1952 shall continueto be applicableexceptinsofaras theyareamendedby
thepresentconclusions.

I should be grateful if you would signify your agreementto the foregoing.

I am addressinga letter in identical termsto the Minister of ForeignAffairs
of Luxembourg. I shall not fail to inform you of the contentsof his reply.

I havethe honour to be,etc.

(Signed)P. H. SI’AAK

Minister of ForeignAffairs

His Excellency Mr. J. N. A. Luns
Minister of ForeignAffairs
The Hague
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II

MINISTRY OF FOREIGNAFFAIRS

The Hague,4 November1954
Your Excellency,

I havethehonourto confirm the receiptof your letter of 24 June1954,which
readsas follows:

[SeenoteI]

I havethe honour to inform you of the NetherlandsGovernment’sagreement
to theforegoing.

The Agreementconcludedby this exchangeof notes shall enterinto effect
on the date on which the Belgian Governmentreceivesa note informing it on
behalf of the NetherlandsGovernmentthat the approval required under the
NetherlandsConstitutionhasbeenobtained,it beingunderstoodthat the relevant
provisionsof this Agreementshall be appliedprovisionally.

I am writing to the sameeffect to the Minister of ForeignAffairs of Luxem-
bourg. I shallnot fail to notify you of the contentsof hisreply.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed)J. LUNS

His ExcellencyMr. P. H. Spaak
Ministerof ForeignAffairs
Brussels

III

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

The Hague,4 November1954
Your Excellency,

With referenceto thePre-UnionAgreementsignedat Luxembourgon 15 Octo-
ber 1949 andto the subsequentministerialnegotiationsconcerningthe liberaliza-
tion of fishingproducts,

I havethe honour to confirm to you that the Committeeof Ministers, at its
meetingof 27 March 1954, reachedthe following conclusions:

[Seenote I]

I shouldbe grateful if you would signify your agreementto the foregoing.

The presentAgreementshallenterinto effect on the dateon which the Luxem-
bourg Governmentreceivesa note informing it on behalf of the Netherlands
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Governmentthat the approval requiredunder the NetherlandsConstitutionhas
beenobtained,it beingunderstoodthat the relevantprovisionsof this Agreement
shall beappliedprovisionally.

I havethe honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter received
from the Minister of ForeignAffairs of Belgium anda copy of the reply I have
addressedto him.

I havethe honourto be,etc.
(Signed)J. LUNS

His ExcellencyMr. J. Bech
Minister of ForeignAffairs
Luxembourg

IV

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Luxembourg,9 November1954
Your Excellency,

In your letterof 4 November1954 you informedmeas follows:

[Seenote .1]

I havethe honourto inform you of the LuxembourgGovernment’sagreement
to the foregoing.

I havethe honourto be,etc.
(Signed)BECH

Minister of ForeignAffairs

His ExcellencyMr. J. M. A. H. Luns
Minister of ForeignAffairs
The Hague

V

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN TRADE

Brussels,29 November1954
Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto confirmthe receiptof your reply to my letter of 24 June
1954 concerningthe liberalizationof fishing products.
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I note that the aforesaidreply containsthe following additionalprovision:

“The Agreementconcludedby this exchangeof notes shall enterinto
effecton the dateon which theBelgian Governmentreceivesanote informing
it on behalfof the NetherlandsGovernmentthat the approvalrequiredunder
the NetherlandsConstitutionhas been obtained, it being understoodthat
the relevant provisions of this Agreement shall be applied provisionally.”

I havethe honourto inform you of my agreementto the aforesaidadditional
provision.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed)P. H. SPAAK

Minister of ForeignAffairs

His ExcellencyMr. J. M. Luns
Minister of ForeignAffairs
The Hague
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