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No. 4225. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
RELATING TO THE USE OF THE MANILA AIR STA~
TION. MANILA, 18 JUNE 1957

J

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine ActingSecretaryof Foreign Affairs

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 1348
Manila, June18, 1957

Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to your Note No. 3246 of November15, 1956,2
enclosinga letter from the Commissionerof Customs,2concerningthe use of
Pier 3 and the adjacentquay side areaat the Manila Air Station and to the
subsequentdiscussionsbetweenthe authoritiesof our two governmentsin this
regard. The United Statesrecognizesthat the presenthandlingof commercial
traffic at the Port of Manila would be facilitatedthrough the useof Pier 3 and
theadjoiningquayarealying southeastof thepier within the Manila Air Station.
Accordingly the United Statesagreesto make available theseportions of the
Manila Air Stationfor immediatejoint useby thePhilippine Bureauof Customs
in accordancewith the proceduresset forth in Annex A,3 as well assuchother
arrangementsas may be concludedbetweenthe Commanderof the Manila Air
Station and the Commissionerof Customs,pendingthe releaseof the Manila
Air Station by the United States.

It is understoodthat the Philippine Governmentwill hold the United
StatesGovernmentharmlessfrom any claims which may arisefrom the use
of theseareasby others than the United States,except for thosemeritorious
claims paid by the United States in accordancewith its claims legislation,
arising out of the activities of any official, employee,or agent of the United
States.

In addition, it is believedthat the earliestpractical releaseof the Manila
Air Station by the United States,compatible with efficient fulfillment of the
military requirementfor the uninterruptedlogistic supportof the United States

1 Cameinto force on 18 June 1957 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
a Not printed by the Department of Stateof the United Statesof America.
~Seep. 292 of this volume.
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Forcesin thePhilippines,couldbeaccomplishedby makingappropriatearrange-
ments for handling military traffic, presentlyhandledthrough the Manila Air
Station facilities, through commercial arrangementswith private firms or
Philippine Governmentagenciesat thePort of Manila. With respectto military
shipmentsof ammunitionandexplosives,the UnitedStatesGovernmenthereby
assuresthe Philippine Governmentthat no suchshipmentsare currently being
handledthrough the Manila Air Station and that no such shipmentsthrough
the Port of Manila are intended in the future. It is understood that the
Philippine Governmentwould haveno objectionto suchcontinuedcommercial
use on this basis by the United Statesof the Port of Manila.

Accordingly, the UnitedStatesGovernmentagreesto relinquish theManila
Air Station to the Philippine Governmentwithin one year after satisfactory
arrangementsfor thecontinueduseof thePortof Manila on a commercialbasis
havebeenconcludedwith privatefirms or appropriatePhilippine Government
agencies. The period of up to one year following the conclusion of such
commercialarrangementsis necessaryfor the United Statesmilitary authorities
to completean orderly conclusionof their presentactivities.

If the foregoingis acceptableto Your Excellency’s Government,I have
the honor to proposethat this note and Your Excellency’s reply indicating
concurrenceshall constitutean agreementbetweenthe two governmentson
this matter.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

C. E. BOHLEN

His ExcellencyRaüI S. Manglapus
Acting Secretaryof Foreign Affairs
Republic of the Philippines

ANNEX A

ThePhilippine Bureauof Customswill assistin facilitating the dispatchof vessels
carrying United Statesmilitary cargo and personnelin accordancewith the following
procedures:

A. The appropriatemilitary authority of the UnitedStateswill notify the Bureau
of Customsin writing daily by 1400 hours of the scheduledarrival at and departure
from Manila harborof United Statesmilitary vesselsandvesselscarrying UnitedStates
military cargoor personnelwhich requirepier facilities.

B. When not neededfor United Statesmilitary cargo or personnel,Pier No. 3
may be designatedby the Bureauof Customsas a berthingplace for otherthansaid
vessels.
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C. At no time will there be simultaneoushandling of military and commercial
cargoto or from ocean-goingvesselsberthedat Pier No. 3.

D. Whenevera vesselis berthedat Pier No. 3 for the loadingor unloadingof both
military and commercialcargo, the vesselshall be requiredfirst to load or unloadto or
fromPierNo. 3 eitherall military or all commercialcargoin orderto precludecomingling.

E. Neither military nor commercialcargo shall be storedor assembledon Pier
No. 3, butshallbemoveddirectly to or from vesselsberthedat saidpier.

F. All cargo dischargedat Pier No. 3, which is exempt from customsandother
dutiesandso certified by United Statesauthorities,shall be forthwith releasedby the
Bureauof Customs.

G. Securityof UnitedStatesmilitary cargo loadedor unloadedat Pier No. 3 shall
betheresponsibilityof theUnitedStates. UponrequestthePhilippine Customsauthor-
ities shall lend cooperationin this regard.

H. The United Stateswill chargefor such servicesas water, lighting, and tele-
phoneswhich maybe furnishedby the United Statesin connectionwith the useof Pier
No. 3 by the Bureauof Customs.

I. The Philippineauthoritieswill not institute anymeasureswhich would control
or restrictthe movementof United Statesmilitary cargoor personnelto or from Pier
No. 3.

J. ThePhilippine Bureauof Customswill contributeto the costof maintaining
Pier No. 3 in full operationalconditionon apro rata basisaccordingto use.

II

The PhilippineActing Secretaryof Foreign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, June18, 1957
Excellency

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receipt of Your Excellency’s note
No. 1348 of the 18th of June,1957concerningthe relinquishmentof the Manila
Air Station to the Philippine Governmentpursuantto the provisionsof para-
graph2, Article XXI of the AgreementconcerningMilitary Basesbetweenthe
Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines and the Governmentof the
United States of America, signed on March 14, 1947,1 and proposing an
arrangementfor the joint use by the Philippine Bureau of Customsand the
United Statesmilitary authorities of Pier 3 and the adjoining quay area lying

1 United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 43, p. 271; Vol. 68, p. 272; Vol. 185, p. 334; Vol. 213,
p. 370, and Vol. 229, p. 282.
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southeastof the pier within the Manila Air Station in accordancewith the
procedureset forth in Annex A of your note,pendingthe releaseof theManila
Air Stationby theUnited Stateswithin oneyearafter satisfactoryarrangements
for the continueduse of the Port of Manila on a commercialbasisshall have
been concluded by the United States Governmentwith private firms or
appropriatePhilippine Governmentagencies.

I am pleasedto inform Your Excellency that the Governmentof the
Republic of the Philippines is agreeableto the commercialuse of the Port of
Manila by the United Statesmilitary authorities,and agreesthat your note
togetherwith this reply shallbe regardedasconstitutingan agreementbetween
our two Governmentson this matter.

I availmyselfof this opportunityto renewto Your Excellencytheassurances
of my highestconsideration.

Raül S. MANGLAPUS

His ExcellencyCharlesE. Bohlen
American Ambassador
Manila

III

The AmericanAmbassadorto the PhilippineActing Secretaryof Foreign Affairs

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 1349

Manila, June18, 1957
Excellency:

With referenceto certainareasat the Manila Air Station(heretoforeknown
asthe UnitedStatesMilitary Port of Manila), I havethe honor to inform Your
Excellencythat my Governmenthasinstructedme to inform your Government
that it is preparedto relinquish the following areapresentlyoccupiedby the
Manila Air Station

That portion of the Manila Air Station areaknown as Blocks No. 141
and 142 and contiguousparts of Boston Street and the 11th and 12th
Streetstogetherwith all permanentimprovementsthereon.

It is understoodthat the Philippine Governmentwill hold the United
StatesGovernmentharmlessfrom any claims which may arise from the use
of theseareasby othersthan the United States,except for thosemeritorious

No. 4225



298 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

claims paid by the United States in accordancewith its claims legislation,
arising out of the activities of any official, employee,or agent of the United
States.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

C. E. BOHLEN
His ExcellencyRaül S. Manglapus
Acting Secretaryof Foreign Affairs
Republic of the Philippines

Iv
ThePhilippine Acting SecretaryofForeign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, June18, 1957
Excellency

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receipt of your note No. 1349 of the
18th of June,1957 andto takenoteof the fact that Your Excellency’sGovern-
ment is now preparedto relinquish to the Philippine Governmentthe following
areapresentlyoccupiedby the Manila Air Station

That portion of the Manila Air Station areaknown as BlocksNo. 141
and No. 142 andcontiguousparts of Boston Streetandthe 11th and 12th
Streetstogetherwith all permanentimprovementsthereon.

I am pleasedto inform you further that without admitting the existence
of claims arising from the use of the above-mentionedareaby othersthan the
United States, the Philippine Government is agreeableto hold the United
StatesGovernmentharmlessfrom anysuchclaims,exceptfor thosemeritorious
claims paid by the United States in accordancewith its claims legislations,
arising out of the activities of any official, employee,or agentof the United
States.

I availmyselfof this opportunityto renewto Your Excellencytheassurances
of my highestconsideration.

Rai~ilS. MANGLAPUS
His ExcellencyCharlesE. Bohlen
AmericanAmbassador
Manila
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