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No. 4233. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUS-
TRALIA FOR COOPERATION REGARDING ATOMIC
INFORMATION FOR MUTUAL DEFENSE PURPOSES.
SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 12 JULY 1957

The Governmentof the United Statesof Americaandthe Governmentof
the Commonwealthof Australia,

Recognizingthat their mutual securityand defenserequiresthat they be
preparedto meet thecontingenciesof atomicwarfare,

Recognizingthat their commoninterestswill be advancedby the exchange
of informationpertinent thereto,

Believing thatthe exchangeof suchinformation can be undertakenwithout
threatto the securityof eithercountry, and

Taking into considerationthe United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954,
which was preparedwith thesepurposesin mind,

Agree asfollows:

Article I

I. While the United States and the Commonwealthof Australia are
participatingin internationalarrangementsfor theirmutualdefenseandsecurity
andmaking substantialandmaterial contributionthereto,eachGovernmentwill
from time to time makeavailableto the other Governmentatomicinformation
which the Governmentmaking such information available deems necessary
to:
(a) thedevelopmentof defenseplans;
(b) the training of personnelin the employmentof anddefenseagainst atomic

weapons;and
(c) the evaluationof the capabilitiesof potentialenemiesin the employmentof

atomic weapons.

2. Atomic informationwhich istranferredby eitherGovernmentpursuant
to this Agreementshall be usedby the other Governmentexclusively for the
preparationandimplementationof defenseplansin the mutualinterestsof the
two countries.

~Cameinto force on 14 August 1957, the date on which eachGovernmentreceivedfrom the
other Governmentwritten notification that it had compliedwith all statutory and constitutional
requirementsfor the entry into force of suchAgreement,in accordancewith article VI.
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Article II
1. All transfersof atomic information to the Commonwealthof Australia

by the United Statespursuantto this Agreementwill be madein compliance
with theprovisionsof the UnitedStatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954andanysub-
sequentapplicableUnited Stateslegislation.

2. Underthis Agreementtherewill be no transfersby the United States
orthe Commonwealthof Australiaof atomicweaponsor specialnuclearmaterial,
as thesetermsaredefinedin Section 11 d and Section ii t of the UnitedStates
Atomic EnergyAct of 1954.

Article III
1. Atomic informationmadeavailablepursuantto this Agreementshallbe

accordedfull securityprotectionunderapplicablesecurityarrangementsbetween
the United Statesandthe Commonwealthof Australiaand applicablenational
legislation andregulationsof the two countries. In no caseshall either Gov-
ernmentmaintain securitystandardsfor safeguardingatomic information made
availablepursuantto this Agreementlowerthan thoseset forth in the applicable
securityarrangementsin effect on the datethis Agreementcomesinto force.

2. Atomic information which is exchangedpursuantto this Agreement
will be made available through channelsexisting or hereafteragreedfor the
exchangeof classifieddefenseinformation betweenthe two Governments.

3. Atomic information receivedpursuantto this Agreementshallnot be
transferredby the recipientGovernmentto any unauthorizedpersonor, except
as provided in Article V of this Agreement,beyond the jurisdiction of that
Government. EachGovernmentmay stipulatethe degreeto which any of the
categoriesof information madeavailable to the other Governmentpursuantto
this Agreementmay bedisseminated,may specifythe categoriesof personswho
may haveaccessto suchinformation,andmay imposesuchotherrestrictionson
the disseminationof suchinformation as it deemsnecessary.

Article IV
As usedin this Agreement,“ atomic information” means:

(a) sofar asconcernsthe information providedby the United States,Restricted
Data, asdefinedin Section 11 r of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of
1954, which is permittedto be communicatedpursuantto the provisionsof
Section 144 b of that Act, andinformation relatingprimarily to the military
utilization of atomicweaponswhich hasbeenremovedfrom the Restricted
Data category in accordancewith the provisions of Section 142 d of
the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954;
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(b) so far as concernsthe information provided by the Commonwealthof
Australia, information exchangedunder this Agreement which is either
classified atomic energy information or other Commonwealthof Australia
defenseinformation which it is decidedto transferto the United Statesin
pursuanceof Article I of this Agreement.

Article V

Nothing herein shall be interpretedor operateas a bar or restriction to
consultationand cooperationby the United Statesor the Commonwealthof
Australia with othernationsor regionalorganizationsin any fields of defense.
Neither Government,however, shall communicateatomic information made
available by the other Governmentpursuantto this Agreementto any nation
or regionalorganizationunlessthe sameinformation hasbeenmadeavailableto
that nation or regional organizationby the other Governmentin accordance
with its own legislative requirementsand exceptto the extentthat suchcom-
munication is expresslyauthorizedby such other Government.

Article VI

ThisAgreementshallenterinto forceon thedateon whicheachGovernment
shallreceivefrom the otherGovernmentwritten notification that it hascomplied
with all statutory and constitutional requirementsfor the entry into force of
such an Agreement,and shall remain in effect until terminatedby mutual
agreementof both Governments.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned,being duly authorized by their
respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE at Washingtonin duplicatethis twelfth day of July, 1957.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
HowardP. JONES

Forthe Governmentofthe Commonwealthof Australia:
Percy SPENDER
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