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No. 4732. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND ITALY
RELATING TO THE IMPORTATION OF MEAT INTO
ITALY. CANBERRA, 12 FEBRUARY 1959

I

AMBASCIATA D’ITALIA
2

Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto refer to the Decreeof 3rd May, 1956,by the Commis-
sionerfor HygieneandPublic Healthof theGovernmentof Italy, regardingthe
sanitaryinspectionof meatsto beimportedinto Italy, andto subsequentnegotia-
tionswhich havetakenplace betweenrepresentativesof our two Governments,
andto recordhereunderthe agreementreachedin this matter:

1. If eachof the following conditionsis complied with, the Italian Government
will permit the importation into Italy of froaenbonelessmeatexportedfrom Australia:

(a) themeat hascome from cattlewhich— -

(i) are not lessthan 21 days of age;
(ii) havenot beenslaughteredfor emergencypurposes;

(iii) arein good stateof nutrition; and
(iv) arehealthyand free from infectiousdiseasesat the time of veterinaryinspection,

both beforeandafter slaughter;
(b) The meat is fit for human consumptionin everyrespectanddoesnot contain

preservativesor colouring materialsor other substancesinjurious to health;

(c) The meat has come from slaughterhousesapprovedby the Commonwealth
Government,in which theentireslaughteringanddressingprocessis underthe direct
control of appropriateGovernmentVeterinaryService;

(d) The meathasbeenpreparedfor shipmentaccordingto the regulationsof the
CommonwealthGovernmentrelating to food hygiene;

(e) The meat is packedin sealedparcelsand protectedby suitablewrappingsin
order to avoidany contaminationfrom outside,eachparcelcarryinga tabbearing—

(i) a reproductionof theveterinaryinspectionstamp or healthseal;

(ii) an indication, either technicalor commercial,of piecescontainedtherein which
must be derivedfrom quarters;

(iii) an indication of theclassof animal from which thepartsoriginate;and

1 Cameinto force on 12 February1959 by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
2 Embassyof Italy.
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for theyears 1958

Cypher Year Month Cypher

F 1958 October P
G November Q
H December R
J 1959 January S

K February T
L March U
M April V
N May W
0 June Y

and by cypherlettersto be agreedupon for subsequentyears;

(f) Each shipment is accompaniedby bi-lingual (English-Italian) certificates of
origin andhealth issuedby GovernmentVeterinary Authorities, in the form attached
hereto.1

2. Any meatwhich on veterinaryinspectionafter arrival in Italy doesnot comply
with theafore-mentionedconditions,or is not in anexcellentstateof preservation,may,
shouldit not be possibleotherwiseto disposeof it, on the order of the Italian Health
Authorities, be destroyedor transformedto non-edibleundustrial use or otherwise
disposedof for useother than foodstuff.

3. The Italian HealthAuthorities mayfrom time to time sendveterinaryofficers
to Australia in order to inspecttechnicalandhealthoperationsinherentin the prepara-
tion of meat for export to Italy.

If theforegoingisalsotheunderstandingofthe Governmentof theCommon-
wealthof Australia, I havethe honourto proposethat this letter andyour con-
firmatory reply theretoshouldbe deemedto constituteand evidencean Agree-
ment betweenour two Governmentsin this matter, effective as from today’s
date.

I havethe honour to be, Sir,
Your obedientservant,

E. PRATO

Canberra,12th February 1959

The Right HonourableR. G. Casey,C.H., D.S.O., M.C.
Minister -

Departmentof ExternalAffairs
Canberra,A. C. T.

~Seep. 138 of this volume.

(iv) themonthof slaughter,indicatedby thefollowing cypherletters
and 1959:

Year Month

1958 January -

February
March
April
May .

June
July
August
September

No. 4732
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ANNEX

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRY

MeatInspectionService
Serviziodi ispezionedellecarni

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATEFOR FROZENBONELESSBOVINE MEAT
CERTIFICATO UFFICIALE PER CARNE BOVINA DISOSSATA E CONGELATA

DESTINEDFOR EXPORTTO ITALY
DESTINATA ALL’ESPORTAZIONE IN ITALIA

Theundersigned
(nameof the Signatory)(nomedi chi firma)

Il sottoscritto
a VeterinaryOfficer, inspectorof the
funzionarioveterinario,ispettoredel macello
meat export slaughterhouselicensedwith the consentof the Minister of Primary Industry
approvatodal Ministro dell’IndustriaPrimaria per l’esportazionedelle carni, ai sensi
asprovidedby the Commerce(MeatExport) Regulations,situatedin the State of
delle disposizionivigenti sul commercio,situatonello Statodi

CERTIFIES that the frozenbonelessbovine meathereunderdescribed
CERTICICA cheIa came bovina disossata,qui appressodescritta

1) wasderivedfrom animalsmore than 21 daysofage, notemergencyslaughtered,subjected
fu ottenutadaanimalidi etasuperioreai 21 giorni, non macellatid’urgenza,sottoposti
toanteandpost-mortemveterinaryinspectionat the timeof slaughterandfoundto be in
alla visitaveterinariaantee post-mortemal momentodellamacellazionee riconosciuti
a good stateof nutrition and healthyandfreefrom infectious diseases;
in buon statodi nutrizionee di saluteedesentidamalattie infettive;

2) hasbeenfoundto besoundandwholesomeandsuitablein everywayfor humanconsumption
e statariconosciutasana,salubreed idoneaincondizionatamenteal consumoumano
and hasnot beentreatedwith anti-biotics,chemicalpreservatives,colouring materialsor
e non e stata trattatacon antibiotici, conservativichimici, coloranti o Con qualsiasi
other foreign substancesinjurious to health;
altrasostanzadannosaalla salute;

3) has beenhandledfor shipmentonly in a sanitary mannerin accordancewith the rules
e statapreparataper Ia spedizionein modoigienico e secondole norme dell’igiene
of food hygieneand has beenpreparedin parcels containingpiecesderived only from
alimentare, ed e stata confezionata in colli contenenti pezzi ottenuti dai soil
quarters.
quarti.

No. 4732
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Kind ofmeat (veal, ox-beef,cow-beef,etc.)
tipo di came (vitello, bue, vacca, ecc.)

Numberofparcels Weight
numerodei colli Peso

Numberofpiecesin parcel Brandor mark
Numerodei pezzi per collo Bollo o marchio
Consignor Address
Speditore Indirizzo

Consignee Address
Destinatario Indirizzo

Date 19...
Data

(Signature)
(Firma)

VeterinaryOfficer
Governmentofthe Commonwealthof Australia

[Official Depart-mentalSeal]
[Bollo ufficiale del Dipartimento]

II
12th February, 1959

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to acknowledgeyour Excellency’sletter of today’s date
which readsas follows:

[See note I and annex]

I havethe honour to confirm that the foregoing is also the understanding
of the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia, in relation to the agree-
ment reachedwith respectto the importation of meat into Italy. I also agree
to your proposalthat your letter andthis confirmatory replyshould be deemed
to constituteand evidencean Agreement betweenour two Governmentsin
this matter, effective as from today’s date.

I havethe honour to be, with high consideration,
Your Excellency’sobedientservant,

- (Signed)R. G. CASEY

Minister of State for External Affairs
His ExcellencySignorEugenioPrato
AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiaryof Italy
Embassyof Italy
Braddon
Canberra,A. C. T.
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