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No. 4743. AGREEMENT1 FOR-THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE COMMISSION FOR TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION
IN AFRICA SOUTH OF THE SAHARA (C.C.T.A.). SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 18 JANUARY 1954

The Governmentsof the Kingdom of Belgium, the FrenchRepublic, the
Republicof Portugal,the Federationof RhodesiaandNyasaland,the Union of
SouthAfrica andthe UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,

Being desirousof encouragingandstrengtheningtechnicalco-operationin
all fields affectingthewell-beingof thepeoplesof their territoriesin Africa South
of the Sahara,and

Being desirousof establishingon a formal basis certain administrative
arrangementsheretoforebrought into being,

Haveagreedas follows

Article I

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CoMMISsIoN

Thereis herebyestablishedtheCommissionfor TechnicalCo-operationin
Africa South of the Sahara(hereinafterreferred to as “ the Commission“).

The Commissionshallbe assistedby the Scientific Council for Africa Southof
the Sahara. Under its ~gis shall be placed the Inter-African Bureau for
Epizootic Diseases, the Tsetse Fly and TrypanosomiasisPermanentInter-
African Bureau, the Inter-African Bureau for Soils and Rural Economy,the
Inter-African LabourInstitute, the Inter-African PedologicalService,andsuch
otherorganisationsfor co-operationin Africa Southof the Saharaas the Com-
mission shall recognise.

‘Came into forceon 30 May 1958,upon receiptby the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom
of GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandof theinstrumentsof ratificationof thesix MemberGovern-
ments, in accordancewith articleXV (2). The instrumentsof ratification and theinstrumentsof
accessionunder articleV of theAgreementweredepositedon the datesindicatedbelow:

Ratifications
Union of SouthAfrica 10 March 1954
United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland 12 April 1954

Federationof RhodesiaandNyasaland 3 January 1955
Portugal 18 January 1955
Belgium 12 June 1956
France 30 May 1958

Accessions
Ghana 18 November 1957
Liberia 20 November 1958



124 United Nations — Treaty Series 1959

Article II

CoMPosITIoN OF THE COMMISSION

The Commissionshall consistof the signatoryGovernments(hereinafter
referred to as the “ Member Governments“). Each Member Government
shall be representedby one delegateand such alternatesand advisersto its
delegateas it may deemnecessary.

Article III

LIAISON BETWEEN THE COMMISSION AND THE MEMBER GOVERNMENTS

Each Member Governmentshall appoint an officer who shall maintain
liaison with the Secretariatof the Commissionandwho shall be the normal
channelfor communicationbetweenit andthe Secretariat.

Article IV

TERRITORIAL SCOPE
1

(1) The territorial scopeof theCommissionshallcompriseall theterritories
for which the Member Governmentsare responsiblein continentaland insular
Africa southof a line from the Atlantic Oceaneastwardsalong the 20th parallel
north to the north-easternborder of FrenchEquatorialAfrica, thencealong the
north-easternand eastern borders of French Equatorial Africa, the north-
easternborderof theBelgian Congo, thenorthernbordersof UgandaandKenya
andtheeasternborderof Kenya to the IndianOcean.

(2) The territorial scopeof the Commissionmay be alteredon a recom-
mendationof the Commission,approvedin writing by all Member Govern-
ments,but shallnot be extendedbeyondAfrica Southof the Sahara.

Article V

ADMISSION OF NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS

(1) Tn theeventof anon-MemberGovernment,responsiblefor a territory
or territoriessituatedwithin the geographicalareaof the Commission,wishing
to becomea MemberGovernment,its requestshallbe presentedby one of the
Member Governmentsto the Secretariatfor the considerationof the Com-
mission.

(2) Sucha requestshall requirethe approvalof all MemberGovernments.

‘According to theinformationprovidedby theUnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthern
Irelandtheterritorial scopeof theCommissionhasbeenextendedto includeall territoriesin Africa
SouthoftheSahara(seeannex,p. 143 ofthisvolume).
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(3) A non-MemberGovernmentwhose requestfor admissionhasreceived
the approvalof all MemberGovernmentsshall depositwith the Government
of the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandan instrument
of accessionto the Agreement,andshall thereuponbecomeaMemberGovern-
ment for the purposesof this Agreement. The Governmentof the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland shallnotify all other Member
Governmentsof each such accessionand of the date of deposit of each such
instrument.

Article VI

POWER AND FUNCTIONS

(1) The Commissionand the organisationsreferredto in Article I, shall
havesuch legal capacityas maybe necessaryfor the exerciseof their functions
and the fulfilment of their purposes.

(2) Thepowersandfunctionsof the Commissionshallbe as follows:

(a) to concernitself with all mattersaffecting technical co-operationbetween
the MemberGovernmentsand their territorieswithin the territorial scope
of the Commission;

(b) to recommendto Member Governmentsmeasuresfor achieving such co-
operation;

(c) to convenetechnicalconferencesas agreedby MemberGovernments;

(d) to supervise,from the financial andgeneralpointsof view, thework of the
organisationsreferredto in Article I, and makerecommendationsthereon
to the MemberGovernments;

(e) to makerecommendationsto the MemberGovernmentsfor the settingup
of new organisationsor the revision of existing arrangementsfor securing
technicalco-operationwithin the territorial scopeof the Commission;

(f) to makerecommendationsto the MemberGovernmentswith a view to the
formulation of joint requestsfor technical assistancefrom international
organisations;

(g) to adviseMemberGovernmentson any othersubjectin thefield of technical
co-operationwhich the Member Governmentsmay bring to its notice;

(h) to appointCommitteesandcall togetherWorking Partiesand,subjectto the
provisionsof this Agreement,to promulgaterules of procedureand ~ther
regulationsgoverningtheoperationof the CommissionandsuchCommittees
andWorking Parties;

(i) to administerthe Inter-African ResearchFund.
No. 4743
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Article VII
PROCEDURE OF THE COMMISSION

(1) The Commissionmaymeetatsuchtimesandin suchplacesas it may
determine. It shallmeetat leastonceyearly.

(2) The official languagesof the Commission and of the organisations
referredto in Article I shallbe Englishand French. Additionally, Portuguese
shallbe employedat technicalconferencesconvenedin accordancewith Article
VI (2) (c) asshallbe providedin the rulesof procedureto bepromulgatedunder
Article VI (2) (h).

Article VIII
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The Recommendationsand Conclusions of the Commission shall be
unanimous.

Article IX
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ADVICE

In respectof the scientific aspectsof its work, theCommissionshall consult

the Scientific Council for Africa Southof the Sahara.

Article X
THE SECRETARIAT

(1) The Commissionshall establisha Secretariatin London.

(2) The Commissionshall, subjectto suchterms andconditionsas it may
prescribe,appointa Secretary-Generalandan AssistantSecretary.

(3) The functionsof the Secretary-Generalshall be, under the directions
of the Commission:
(a) in general,to organisethework of the Commissionasa wholeandto further

the objectivesfor which it was established;
(b) to appoint and dismiss subordinatestaff and prescribetheir conditionsof

service;
(c) to makearrangementsfor meetingsof the Commissionandsuchconferences

as may be decidedupon by the Commission;
(d) to keepunderreview the work of the organisationreferredto in Article I

andensurethatappropriatefollow-up actionis takenafter meetingsof the
Commissionandtechnicalconferencesarrangedunderits auspices;

(e) to suggestto the Commission subjects in which co-operationcould be
establishedor ways in which co-operationcould be improved;

(f) to maintain relationswith internationalorganisationsand institutions and
to representthe Commissionat suchmeetingsor conferencesas the Com-
missionmay decide;

(g) to drawup reportson the activities of the Commission.
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(4) In the performanceof their duties,theSecretary-General,the Assistant
Secretaryand staff of the Secretariatand of any of the organisationsreferred
to in Article I shallnot seek or receiveinstructionsfrom any Governmentor
from any authority other thanthe Commissionor any Council of Management
to which they may be responsible. They shall refrain from any actionwhich
might reflect on their position as inter-governmentalofficials responsibleonly
to the Commission.

(5) EachMemberGovernmentundertakesto respectthe exclusivelyinter-
governmentalcharacterof the responsibilitiesof suchofficials andnot to seekto
influencethem in the dischargeof their responsibilities.

(6) Each Member Governmentshall make available to all such officials
appropriatefacilities for the discharge of their responsibilitiesprovided that
where such officials are visiting territoriesother than those in which they are
normally resident, due notice of such visits shall be given in advanceto the
Governmentsof thoseterritories.

Article XI

FINANCE

(1) An annual Budget for the administrativeexpensesof the Secretariat
shallbe submittedandrecommendedfor the approvalof the MemberGovern-
mentsby the Commissiontogetherwith suchsupplementarybudgetsas it may
determine. The Secretary-Generalshall be responsiblefor preparing and
submitting to the Commissionfor its considerationthe annualadministrative
budgetandsuchsupplementarybudgetsas the Commissionmay require. The
fiscal yearof the Commissionshallbe the calendaryear.

(2) The MemberGovernmentsundertake,subjectto the requirementsof
their constitutional procedure,to contribute promptly their proportion of the
estimatedexpenditureof the Secretariat,as determinedin the annualadminis-
trative budgetand in any supplementarybudgetsapprovedby them.

(3) The expensesof the Secretariatand of the organisationsmentioned
in Article I shallbe apportionedamongthe MemberGovernmentsas they shall
from time to time decide on the recommendationof the Commission.

(4) Subject to the directions of the Commission, the Secretary-General
shall be responsiblefor the control of the Commission’sfunds and for all ac-
countingand expenditure. Audited statementsof accountsfor eachfiscal year
shall be forwardedto eachMemberGovernmentas soonas possibleafter the
closeof. thefiscal year.

(5) The Commissionshall make recommendationsto Member Govern-
mentsconcerningthe annualbudgetsof theorganisationsreferredto in Article I.
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Article XII

RELATIONSHIP WITH NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA AND WITH

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

The Commissionshall bearin mind the desirability of co-operationwith
other Governmentsin the area, not membersof the Commission, and with
internationalorganisations,on mattersof mutual concernwithin the terms of
referenceof theCommission.

Article XIII

SAVING CLAUSE

Nothing in this Agreementshall be construedto conflict with the existing
or future constitutional relations betweenany Member Governmentand its
territoriesor in any way to affect theconstitutionalauthority andresponsibility
of the territorial administrations.

Article XIV

ALTERATION OP AGREEMENT -

The provisions of this Agreementmay be amendedby consentof all the
Member Governments.

Article XV

RATIFICATION OR APPROVAL AND ENTRY INTO FORCE

(1) This Agreementshall be subject to ratification or approval, and the
instrumentsof ratification or notices of approvalshall be deposited in the
archives of the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

(2) This Agreementshall enterinto force on receiptby the Government
of theUnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthern Irelandof theinstruments
of ratificationor noticesof approvalof thesix MemberGovernmentsandshall
thereafterremainin forcefor aperiodof fifteen yearsbothin respectof thosesix
Governmentsandof any otherGovernmentwhich laterbecomesa partyto this
AgreementunderArticle V.

(3) TheGovernmentof theUnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland shallnotify all otherMemberGovernmentsof thedepositof all instru-
mentsof ratification andnotices of approvaland shall likewise notify them of
the dateon which thepresentAgreemententersinto force.
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Article XVI

WITHDRAWAL

A MemberGovernmentmay give notice of withdrawal from this Agree-
ment at anytimeafterits entry into force. Suchnoticeshallbegivenby written
notification to the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland andshalltakeeffect oneyear afterthe dateof receiptthereof
by that Government,but this Agreementshall continuein force with respectto
theother MemberGovernments. TheGovernmentof the United Kingdom of
GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandshallnotify all otherMemberGovernments
of suchnoticesof withdrawalandof the dateof their receipt.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedthereto by
their respectiveGovernments,havesigned the presentAgreement.

DONE at London the eighteenthday of January,1954, in the English,
FrenchandPortugueselanguages,all threetextsbeing equallyauthoritative,in
asingle copy,whichshallbe depositedin thearchivesof theGovernmentof the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of which that
Governmentshall transmitcertified copiesto the otherMemberGovernments.
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For the Governmentof the Kingdomof Belgium:
Pourle Gouvernementdu RoyaumedeBelgique:
PeloGovernodo Reinoda Bélgica:

Marquis DU PARC LOCMARIA

For the Governmentof the FrenchRepublic:
Pour le Gouvernementde la RepubliqueFrancaise:
Pelo Governoda RepüblicaFrancesa:

R. MASSIGLI

For the Governmentof the Republic of Portugal:
Pour le Gouvernementde la Républiquedu Portugal:
Pelo Governoda RepüblicaPortuguesa:

PedroTheotónio PEREIRA

Forthe Governmentof the Federationof RhodesiaandNyasaland:
Pourle GouvernementdeIa Fédérationde Ia Rhodésieet du Nyassaland:
Pelo Governoda Federaçãoda Rodésiae da Niassalândia:

J. B. Ross

For the Governmentof the Union of South Africa:
PourIc Gouvernementde l’Union del’Afrique du Sud:
PeloGovernoda Uniâo daAfrica do Sul:

C. H. TORRANCE

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland:

Pour le Gouvernementdu Royaume-Unide Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlande du
Nord:

Pelo Governodo ReinoUnido da Grâ-Bretanhae Irlandado Norte:

Anthony EDEN
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ANNEX — ANNEXE

Letter datedAugust8, 1958,from the Commissionto the Under-Secretaryof State

for ForeignAffairs

Sir,
I havethe honourto statethatall the MemberGovernmentsof the Commissionfor

TechnicalCo-operationin Africa Southof the Saharahad,at the time whenthe Agree-
ment for the Establishmentof the Commissionwhich was signed in London on the
eighteenthof January,1954,’ enteredinto force on the thirtieth of May, 1958, given
their approvalin writing to a recommendationwhich readsas follows:

[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTIONI

<que tous Gouvernementsfassentcon- that all Governmentsshould signify
naitre par écrit leur approbationquant a in writing their approvalof the amend-
l’amendementde I’Article IV de Ia Con- ment to Article IV of the Agreement,
vention définissant la competencetern- defining the territorial scopeof the Corn-
toriale de la Commission,amendementen mission, wherebythe territorial scopeof
vertu duquelcettecompetenceseraitéten- the Commissionis extendedto includeall
due a tous les territoires en Afrique au territoriesin Africa southof the Sahara.
Sud du Sahara.*

I have furtherto state that all the MemberGovernmentsof the Commissionare
agreedthat Article IV of the Agreementshall be regardedas having beenamended
accordinglywith effect from the thirtieth of May, 1958, until such time as a Protocol
amendingthe text of Article IV of the Agreementshall havecomeinto force.

I am, Sir,
YourobedientServant,

G. M. GREENWOOD
AssistantSecretary-General

[TRADUCTION — TRANSLATION]

Lettre, en date dii 8 aoat 1958,adressJepar la Commissionau Sous-Secrétaired’Etat
auxaffaires etrangères

Monsieur,
J’ai l’honneurde signalerque, au momentoil la Conventionportantcreationde la

Commissionde cooperationtechniqueen Afrique au sud du Sahara,signéea Londres
le l8janvier19542,estentreeenvigueur,le30mai 1958,tousles Gouvernementsmembres
delaCommissiondecooperationtechniqueenAfrique ausudduSaharaavaientapprouvé
parécrit la recommandationsuivante:

[Voir lettre en anglais]

‘Seep. 122of this volume.
‘Voir p. 123 de cc volume.
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