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No. 4792. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA CONCERNING THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF A CANADA-UNITED STATES MINIS-
TERIAL COMMITTEE ON JOINT DEFENCE. OTTAWA,
29 AUGUST AND 2 SEPTEMBER1958

I

TheCanadianSecretaryofStatefor ExternalAffairs to theAmericanAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

CANADA
No. 159

Ottawa, August 29, 1958
Excellency,

I havethe honourto refer to recentdiscussionsbetweenrepresentativesof
our two Governmentsconcerningthe establishmentof a Canada-UnitedStates
Ministerial Committee which would considerperiodically importantmatters
affecting the joint defenceof our two countries.

In thesediscussionsduenotewastakenof the intimate cooperationof our
two Governmentsin mattersrelatingto continentaldefenceandof thenumber
of joint bodiesof civil and military officials which havebeen establishedto
considerdefenceproblems of common concern. It was recognizedthat the
agreementof the two Governmentsto integratedair defencearrangementsin-
creasedthe importanceof regular consultationbetweenthem on all matters
affecting thejoint defenceof Canadaand the United States.

It wasagreedthat the importanceand complexity of theseinterdependent
defence relationships made it essential to supplementexisting channelsfor
consultationand to provide for a periodic review at the Ministerial level of
problemswhich might be expectedto arise. It wasenvisagedthat the periodic
review would include not only military questionsbut also the political and
economicaspectsof joint defenceproblems.

I havethehonour to propose,therefore,that our two Governmentsagree:

A. That thereshallbe establisheda Canada-UnitedStatesCommitteeon
Joint Defenceto consist

‘Came into forceon 2 September1958by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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ForCanada,of the Secretaryof Statefor ExternalAffairs, theMinister
of NationalDefenceandthe Ministerof Finance;and

For the United States,of the Secretaryof State, the Secretaryof
DefenceandtheSecretaryof the Treasury

togetherwith such other appropriateCabinetMembersas either Government
may designatefrom time to time as the needarises;

B. That the Committee’sfunction shall be

1) To consultperiodically on any mattersaffecting the joint defenceof Canada
andthe United States;

2) In particular, to exchangeinformation andviews at the Ministerial level on
problemsthat may arise,with a view to strengtheningfurther the closeand
intimatecooperationbetweenthetwo Governmentsonjoint defencematters;

3) To reportto the respectiveGovernmentson suchdiscussionsin order that
considerationmay be given to measuresdeemedappropriateand necessary
to improve defencecooperation;

C. That the Committeeshall meetoncea year or moreoften as may be
considerednecessaryby thetwo Governments;

D. That the Committeeshallmeetalternatelyin Washington,D. C., and
Ottawa,the chairmanto be a Canadianmemberwhen the meetingsareheld in
Canadaand a United Statesmemberwhen meetingsare held in the United
States.

My Governmentbelievesthat this further developmentin the essential
collaborationof our two Governmentsin continentaldefencewill assistin the
maintenanceand developmentof the individual and collective capacityof the
two countriesto fulfil their obligationsunder theCharterof the United Nations
andthe North Atlantic Treaty1for the maintenanceof international peaceand
security.

If the Governmentof theUnited Statesconcursin the foregoingproposals,
I proposethat this Note andyour reply shouldconstitutean agreementbetween
our two Governmentseffective from the dateof your reply to remain in force
until suchtime as either Governmentshallhavegiven notice in writing of its
desireto terminatethe agreement.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Sidney SMITH

Secretaryof State for External Affairs
His ExcellencyLivingston T. Merchant
Ambassadorof the United Statesof America
Ottawa

‘United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 34, p. 243; Vol. 126, p. 350, andVol. 243.p. 308.
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II

TheAmericanAmbassadorto the CanadianSecretaryof Statefor ExternalAffairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Note No. 54
Ottawa,September2, 1958

Sir:

I havethehonorto referto your Note No. 159 of August29, 1958 concerning
the establishmentof a Canada-UnitedStates Ministerial Committee which
would considerperiodicallyimportantmattersaffecting thejoint defenseof our
two countries.

My Governmentconcursin the proposalscontainedin your noteandagrees
that this exchangeof noteswill constituteanagreementbetweenourtwo Govern-
mentseffectivethis dateandto remainin forceuntil suchtime aseitherGovern-
ment shallhavegiven notice in writing of its desireto terminatethe agreement.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Livingston T. MERCHANT

The HonorableSidneyE. Smith
Secretaryof Statefor ExternalAffairs
Ottawa
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