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No. 4794. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FINLAND RELATING TO NON-IMMI-
GRANT VISAS. HELSINKI, 7 JULY, 26 AUGUST AND
14 DECEMBER 1955

I

The AmericanEmbassyto the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 7

The Embassyof the United Statesof Americapresentsits complimentsto
the Ministry for ForeignAffairs andhas the honor to inform the Ministry that,
in implementationof a directiveof thePresidentof theUnited Statesdesignedto
encourageandfacilitateinternationaltravel, the Departmentof Stateon June30,
1955 publishedvarious changesaffecting the issuanceof nonimmigrant(tempo-
rary visitor) visas,as follows

1. On a basis of reciprocity, a nonimmigrantvisa may be issuedfor a
maximum validity of four years for any numberof entriesand with no fees,
provided the applicant’spassportis valid.

2. On a basis of reciprocity, a nonimmigrant visa may be revalidated
without formal applicationany numberof timesnot exceedingfour yearsfrom
the dateof original issue,providedthe applicant’spassportis valid.

3. Suchvisa may be revalidatedif it is aboutto expireor expiresless than
twelve monthsprior to applicationfor revalidation.

4. Wherea visavalid for asingleentry is requiredon a basisof reciprocity,
there may neverthelessbe issued a nonimmigrant visa valid for two entries,
provided two fees are collected, if fees are required.

5. Whereno feesare required,or fees areequal, a combination” B-I and
2 “ visa may be issued. Where fees differ, a combination “ B-i and2” visa

1 Cameinto force on 14 December1955by the exchangeof thesaidnotes.
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may be issued if the applicantpays the higher fee. (“ B-i “ and “ B-2 “ are
symbolsfor visasfor temporaryvisits to the UnitedStatesfor businessandfor
pleasure,respectively.)

6. For countrieswhich feel it necessaryto chargea fee for eachentry, the
Departmentof State would, on a basis of reciprocity, issue a visa valid for as
many entriesas the applicantdesiresif the fee is multiplied by the numberof
intendedentries.

The Embassyhas beenrequestedto expressto the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs the desireof the Departmentof State to reacha reciprocity agreement
with the Governmentof Finland on this subject within the limits described
herein.

American Embassy

Helsinki, July7, 1955

II

The AmericanEmbassyto the Finnish Ministryfor Foreign Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 39

The Embassyof the UnitedStatesof Americapresentsits complimentsto
the Ministry for ForeignAffairs andwith referenceto its noteNo. 7 of July 7,
1955, has the honor to inform the Ministry that, effective immediately, the
following classesof nonimmigrantvisas will be issuedwithout feesfor periods
of maximumvalidity indicatedbelow:

B-i. Multiple applicationsfor entrywithin 48 months.
B-2. Multiple applicationsfor entry within 48 months.
C-i. Multiple applicationsfor entrywithin 48 months.
D Multiple applicationsfor entrywithin 48 months.
E-l. Multiple applicationsfor entrywithin 48 months.
F. Multiple applicationsfor entry within 48 months.
I. Multiple applicationsfor entrywithin 48 months.
H-i. Valid for periodof employmentapprovedinpetitionand for multiple applica-

tions for entry.
H-2. Sameas H-i.
H-3. Sameas H-i.

No. 4794
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The Ministry is further informedthat all of theabove-mentionedclassesof
visaswill be issuedfor avalidity periodof 48 monthsregardlessof the periodof
validity of thepassport. However,theholderof a valid nonimmigrantvisa must
havein hispossessionat thetime of applicationfor admissionat aport of entryof
theUnitedStates,apassportvalid for a minimumperiodof six monthsfrom the
dateof his admissionor contemplatedperiodof stay in the United States. Such
passportmay be eitherthe passportin which the visastampis placedor a new
passport. Thus, a nonimmigrantcan fulfil the visa andpassportrequirements
by presentingtwo documents,oneof which fulfills the visa requirementandthe
otherthe passportrequirement. It is to be noted,however,that the new pass-
port mustshow that the alien is possessedof the samenationalityashe hadwhen
the visa wasissuedto him. The officials of the Immigration andNaturalization
Servicewill continueto determinethe length of stay authorizedat the time of
eachapplicationfor admissionat a port of entry of the United States,andwill
grant the right to apply for extensionof this periodof stay in the United States.

The Embassyrequeststhe Ministry for Foreign Affairs for a reply as to
whetherthe Governmentof Finlandwill grantcitizensof the United Statesvisas
of similar classesvalid for a similar periodon a reciprocalbasis.

The Embassyof the United Statesof America

Helsinki, August26, 1955

III

The Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the AmericanEmbassy

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND
No. 38026

With a noteof August26 last, No. 39, the Embassyof the UnitedStatesof
Americahaveinformedthe Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the decisionof the
Departmentof Stateto issuefree of chargeto finnish citizens certainclassesof
nonimmigrantvisasundercertain conditionsfor a periodof maximumvalidity
of four yearsfor any numberof entries,andaskedif the Governmentof Finland
will grantthe United Statessimilar facilities on thebasisof reciprocity.

In reply the Ministry for ForeignAffairs havethe honourto statethat the
Governmentof Finland will grant citizensof the United Statesthe maximum
facilities allowed by finnish law, i.e. the visas free of chargeand for multiple

No. 4794
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entriescanbe issuedfor a periodof validity of two yearsandrevalidated,when
necessary,againfor the sameperiod. Otherformalitiesaffecting the issuenceof
visaswill be kept as before.

Forpracticalreasonsthe above-mentionedfacility will be grantedto United
Statescitizensfrom the 1St of January1956.

Helsinki, December14th, 1955
[SEAL] (Initialled) [illegible]

To the United StatesEmbassy
Helsinki

No. 4794
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EXCHANGE OF NOTESCONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
FINLAND AMENDING THE AGREEMENT OF 7 JULY,
26 AUGUST AND 14 DECEMBER 19552 RELATING TO
NON-IMMIGRANT VISAS. HELSINKI, 15 AND 20 FEB-
RUARY 1956

I

The AmericanEmbassyto theFinnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 151

The Embassyof the United Statesof Americapresentsits complimentsto
the Ministry for ForeignAffairs and,with referenceto its notesNo. 7 and39 of
July 7 andAugust26, 1955, respectively,and the Ministry’s reply No. 38026
of December14, 1955,~has the honor to inform the Ministry that the Depart-
ment of StatepublishedFebruary1, 1956an announcementthat the maximum
validity of nonimmigrant(temporaryvisitor) visasfor Finnish citizensis twenty-
four months. According to the announcement,visasof the type known as B-I,
B-2, C-i, E-1, F andI could be issuedfor multiple applicationsfor entry within
a periodnot to exceedtwenty-four months.

Visas issuedin the abovecited classeshave,until the February1 announce-
ment, been issued with a maximum validity of forty-eight months. The
Ministry stated in its note No. 38026 that the Governmentof Finland would,
from January1, 1956, issueto Americancitizens gratisnonimmigrantvisas with
an initial validity of twenty-four months,which is the maximum allowed by
Finnish law. In the circumstances,the reciprocity provisions of the United
StatesImmigration and Nationality Act requirethat nonimmigrantvisasissued
to eligible Finnish citizens be limited to a period of validity not exceeding
twenty-four months.

The Embassytakesthis opportunityto providethe Ministry with a current
schedule4of types of United Statesnonimmigrantvisas for which nationalsof
Finland may qualify with indicatedmaximum period of validity in eachclass.
In connectionwith thevalidity of A andG visas,which are normally limited to a
maximum validity of twelve months, the Embassywould appreciatelearning

1 Cameinto force on 20 February1956 by theexchangeof thesaid notes.
Seep. 264 of this volume.

~ Seepp. 264, 266 and 268 of this volume.
‘See p. 274 of this volume.
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whetherthe Governmentof Finland perceivesany value in having such visas
issuedto its accreditedofficials classifiedA-i, A-2, G-i, G-2, or G-3 valid for
morethan twelve months.

TheUnitedStatesGovernmentis gratified thatthe Governmentof Finland
is now issuingall typesof nonimmigrantvisasto Americancitizensvalid origin-
ally for a periodof twenty-four monthsfor multiple applicationsfor admission,
sincethis typeof documentationis necessarilymoreconvenientthan the re-entry
permit which previouslyhadto be obtainedafter entry.

Enclosure:
Scheduleof Nonimmigrant Visas

American Embassy

Helsinki, February15, 1956

FINLAND

SCHEDULE OF NONIMMIGRANT VISAS

Number ofVisa Validity times visa
Class symbol ofvisa may be used

Ambassador,public minister, careerdiplomaticor consular A-l 1 year Multiple
officer, andmembersof immediatefamily.

Otherforeign-governmentofficial or employee,and mem- A-2 1 year Multiple
bers of immediatefamily.

Attendant,servant, or personalemployeeof A-I and A-2 A-3 1 year Multiple
classes,and membersof immediatefamily.

Temporaryvisitor for business. B-I 2 years Multiple
Temporaryvisitor for pleasure. B-2 2 years Multiple
Alien in transit. C-I 2 years Multiple
Alien in transit to United NationsHeadquartersDistrict C-2 3 months Single

under § 11(3), (4), or (5) of the HeadquartersAgree-
ment.

1

Foreign-governmentofficial, membersof immediatefamily, C-3 3 months Single
attendant,servant,or personalemployee, in transit.

Crewman(Seamanor airman). D 4 years Multiple
Treatymerchant,spouseand children. E-1 2 years Multiple

ExchangeVisitor. EX 3 months Single
Student. F 2 years Multiple
Principal resident representativeof recognized foreign G-l 1 year Multiple

member governmentto international organization,his
ataff, and membersof immediatefamily.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 11, p. 11.
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Numberof
Visa Validity timesvisa

Class symbol ofossa may be used

Otherrepresentativeof recognizedforeign membergovern- G-2 1 year Multiple
ment to intl. organizationand membersof immediate
family.

Representativeof nonrecognizedor non-memberforeign G-3 3 months Single
governmentto internationalorganization,and members
of immediatefamily.

Internationalorganizationofficer oremployee,andmembers G-4 1 year Multiple
of immediatefamily.

Attendant,servant,or personalemployeeof G-1, G-2, G-3, G-5 1 year Multiple
andG-4 classes,andmembersofimmediatefamily.

Temporaryworker of distinguishedmerit and ability. H-l
Valid for periodofemployment

Other temporaryworker, skilled or unskilled. H-2 approvedin petition and for
multiple applicationsfor entry

Industrial trainee. II-.3
Representativeof foreign information media, spouseand I 2 years Multiple

children.

II

The Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the AmericanEmbassy

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND
No. 23261

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs have the honour to acknowledgethe
receipt of the note from the United StatesEmbassyof February 15, 1956,
No. 151, with detailedinformation of the different typesof nonimmigrantvisas
to be issuedto Finnish citizenson the basis of reciprocity.

In this connectionthe Ministry would like to point out that the visas for
all kind of passportsof United Statescitizens, diplomatic passportsincluded,
will be issuedfor a period of two years togetherwith multiple entries. The
recidencepermit for diplomatic officials appointedto Finlandandthe members
of their family will be granted“ for the periodof the validity of the passport”
togetherwith an unlimited numberof entriesto this country.

Helsinki, February20, 1956

[SEAL] (Initialled) [illegible]
To the United StatesEmbassy
Helsinki
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