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No. 4647. TRADE AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN PAKISTAN
AND SYRIA. SIGNED AT KARACHI, ON 18 DECEMBER
1955

The Governmentsof Pakistanandthe Republicof Syria being desirousof
-promoting trade and strengtheningeconomic relations between their two
countrieshaveagreedas follows:

Article 1

Exchangeof goodsbetweentheSyrian RepublicandPakistanshallbe sub-
ject to theregulationsof import andexport in forcein eachof thetwo countries.

Article 2

The Governmentof the Syrian Republic agreeto permit directly the
importationof the commoditiesthat areof Pakistaniorigin which arespecified
in schedule“ B “2 annexedto this agreement;the Governmentof Pakistan,on
the otherhand, agreeto permit the exportationof the same.

The Governmentof Pakistanagreeto permit directly the importation of
thecommoditiesthat areof Syrian origin which arespecifiedin schedule“A “2

annexedto this agreement. The Governmentof Syria,on theotherhand,agree
to permit the exportationof the same.

Article 3

Schedules“A” and “ B “ annexedto this Agreementareonly indicative
of the typesof thecommoditiesthat are likely to figure in tradebetweenthetwo
countries. They are not in any way restrictivein nature.

Article 4

The two Contracting Partieswill grant each other most-favoured-nation
treatmentin respectof customsdutiesimposedon goodsimportedby theother
party and in respectol any other duties and with respectto the method of
levying such dutiesand with respectto all rules and formalities and charges
andcustomsclearingoperationsin connectionwith importationandexportation
and in respectof grantingpermits of exportsand imports.

1 Cameinto force on 26 September1957, asfrom thedate of theexchangeof theinstruments
of ratification, in accordancewith article 8.

~ p. 284 of this volume.
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Article 5
The avantagesset out in article4 of this agreementshallnot apply to the:

(i) preferenceswhich either of the two countries grant or shall grant to
facilitate frontier traffic.

(ii) advantagesresultingfrom a customsunionwhich eitherof thetwo Contract-
ing Partieshadpreviouslyconcludedor shall conclude,or resulting from
a free exchangesystem.

(iii) preferencesand advantageswhich Syria had previously grantedor shall
grant to the Arab countries(SaudiArabia, Egypt, Lebanon,Iraq, Jordan,
Yemen,Libya).

(iv) preferencesor advantagesaccordedby Pakistanto any country, existing
on the dateof this Agreementor in replacementof such preferencesor
advantagesthat existedprior to the 15thAugust1947.

Article 6
The two Governmentsagreeto promote intercoursebetweenthe trade

interestsof the two countriesand undertaketo give every facility, including
facilities for movement,for the exchangeof commoditiesandgoods.

Article 7
Paymentsarising out of transactionsmadein accordancewith this Agree-

ment shall be settled in accordancewith the prevalent Exchange Control
Regulationsin force in each country. These paymentsshall be made in
Sterlingunlessotherwiseagreedto by thetwo countries. Forthis purposeeach
of the ContractingGovernmentsundertakesto permit thetransferof currencies
referredto aboveto the country of the other ContractingGovernmentfor the
settlementof paymentsarising out of this Agreement.

Article 8
This Agreement, the Schedulesand the letters1attachedto it, shall be

ratified by each of the two Contracting Parties in accordancewith its own
legislationandshallbecomeeffectivefrom thedayof exchangingtheinstruments
of ratification. It shall remain in force for a period of one year and will be
renewedautomaticallyyear after year unlessanotice of terminationis given by
eitherParty at leastthreemonthsbefore its expiry.

DONE at Karachi in quadruplicate,two in Arabic and two in English, all

documentsbeing equally authentic,on the 18th December,1955.
For the Government For the Government

of Pakistan: of the Republic of Syria:
(Signed)Habib I. RAHIMTOOLA (Signed) Rizk-Allah ANTAKI

Minister for Commerce Minister of National
andIndustries,Pakistan Economy,Syria

1 Seep. 286 of this volume.
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SCHEDULE <A>

IMPORTS FROM SYRIA

Tobacco, raw.
Artificial silk yarn.
Cotton yarn twist.
Anis seed.
Sesameandsesameseed.
Garlics.
Wheat.
Barley.

1. Tea.
2. Turpentine.
3. Fertilizers (bone-meal).
4. Ephedrinehydrochloride.
5. Electric ceiling fans.
6. Aluminium, brass and copper and

other metallic manufactures or
utensils.

7. Hurricanelanterns.
8. Surgical instruments and hospital

equipment.
9. Oil expellers, crushers and filters.

10. Chaff cutters.
11. Lathes.
12. Band saw machines and circular

sawmachines.
13. Cutlery.
14. Waterfittings.
15. Flushingcisternsandsanitaryfittings.

9. Maize.
10. Cumin.
11. Licorice, roots, powder and extract.
12. Glasssheets,glassproducts.
13. Cotton textiled.
14. Silk andbrocade.
15. Woodenworks.

Electric incandescentlamps.
Padlocks.
Grinding wheels.
Wire netting and wire gauzes.
Cycle accessories.
Hides.
Soda.
Potassiumnitrate.
Rosin.
Saltpetre.
Carpetsand rugs.
Jutematerialsof all kinds.
Shot guns.
Ice-creammachinery.

30. Sports-goods and musical instru-
ments.

31. Buttons,seep,horn,etc.,
32. Sewing machinesand parts thereof.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

SCHEDULE ((B)>

EXPORTSFROM PAKISTAN

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

Karachi, the 18th December,1955
My dear Minister,

With referenceto Article 7 of the TradeAgreementbetweenthe Govern-

ment of Pakistanandthe Governmentof Syria signedto-day,1it is our under-
standing that the expression“payments in sterling” implies payments in
transferablesterling as definedin the United Kingdom exchangecontrol.

I shall be grateful if you would kindly confirm that this sets out correctly
the understandingreachedbetweenus.

Yourssincerely,

(Signed)Rizk-Allah ANTAKI

Hon’ble Mr. Habid Ibrahim Rahimtoola
Minister for Commerce& Industries
Governmentof Pakistan
Karachi

Ii

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

KARACHI

Dated 18th December,1955
My dear Minister,

I acknowledgewith thanksthe receiptof your letter of today’sdatewhich
readsas follows

[See letter I]

I confirm that the abovetext setsout correctly the understandingreached
betweenus.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Habib Ibrahim RAHIMTOOLA

H.E. Dr. Rizk-Allah Antaki
Minister of NationalEconomy
Governmentof Syria

‘Seep. 280 of this volume.
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III

Karachi, the 18thDecember,1955
My dear Minister,

During thecourseof our negotiationsit wasstatedthat theexistingprefer-
encesmentionedin subparagraph(iv) of Article 5 of thetradeagreementsigned
today refer to preferentialarrangementsbetweenPakistanon the one side and
Burma, Ceylon, United Kingdom and their Colonies on the other. This
paragraphis also intendedto cover the specialarrangementsmadein pursuance
of paragraph11 of Article XXIV of the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and
Trade.1

I shallbe grateful if you would kindly confirm that this sets out correctly
the understandingreachedbetweenus.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Rizk-Allah ANTAKI
Hon’ble Mr. Habib Ibrahim Rahimtoola
Minister for CommerceandIndustries
Governmentof Pakistan
Karachi

IV

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

KARACHI

Dated 18th December,1955
My dear Minister,

I acknowledgewith thanksthe receiptof your letterof to-day’s datewhich
readsas follows:

[See letter III]

I confirm that the abovetext setsout correctly theunderstandingreached
betweenus.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed)Habib Ibrahim RAHIMTOOLA
H.E. Dr. Rizk-Allah Antaki
Minister of National Economy
Governmentof Syria

‘See footnote I, p. 326 of this volume.
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