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No. 4649. AGREEMENT~BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERALREPUBLIC OF GER-
MANY FORASSISTEDMIGRATION. SIGNEDAT CAN-
BERRA, ON 27 AUGUST 1958

In considerationof the valuableexperiencegainedin their cooperationin
the field of migration;

And whereasin the light of the changedcircumstancesthey desire to
continuethis type of cooperationon the expiry of the Agreementof 29 August
19522 betweenthe Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia and the
Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanyfor AssistedMigration;

The Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia (hereinafterreferred
to as the CommonwealthGovernment)and the Governmentof the Federal
Republicof Germany(hereinafterreferredto as theFederalGovernment)have
agreedas follows:

Article I

I. Migrants within the meaningof this agreementshall be
(a) GermansunderArticle 116 of the Basic Law of the FederalRepublic

and
(b) personswho havebeenacceptedin theterritory of the FederalRepublic

of Germany

who emigrateto Australia and receive directly or indirectly a contribution to
their passagecosts by the CommonwealthGovernmentor by the Federal
Government.

2. Workers within the meaning of this agreementshall be migrants who
emigrateto Australiawith a view to taking up gainful employment.

3. Dependantswithin the meaning of this agreementshall be

(a) migrantswho are the spousesor minor children(including stepchildren
or foster children, etc.) of a worker and

(b) childrenwho haveattainedtheir majority or the parentsor brothersor
sistersof a worker or a worker’s spouseon conditionthat theyare able
to prove themselvesto be dependentupon the support of the worker
for reasonsof financeor healthor on conditionthat the securityof the
existencewhich the worker is about to establishseemsassuredonly
in the contingencyof his being accompaniedby such relatives.

1 Deemedto have come into force on 29 August 1957, thedatedeterminedby an exchange
of notes,in accordancewith articleXI.

~ UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 184, p. 147.
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Article II
1. Every migrant shall be subject to the approval of the Commonwealth
Government.
2. The emigrationof every migrant shall require the consentof the Federal
Government.

Article III
The contracting Governmentswill each year agreeupon arrangements

concerningemigrationto Australia andin particularupon

(a) the numberand categoriesof migrants;
(b) whether,to what extent, andfor what categoriesof migrantsfinancial

support canbe granted;
(c) the cooperationof Germanadministrativeagenciesin the implementa-

tion of thearrangements.

Article IV
1. Any and every persondesiring to emigratemay submit an application to
emigrateto Australia,

2. The FederalGovernmentshall ensurethat any and every persondesiring
to emigrateand interestedin emigratingto Australiareceivesreliableadviceand
information.
3. The FederalGovernmentshall facilitate the embarkationof migrantsby
maintaininga transit campandshallplacethe requisiteamount of office accom-
modationin this campat the disposalof the CommonwealthGovernmentfree
of charge.

4. The Federal Governmentshall render the CommonwealthGovernment
everypossibleform of assistanceto enablethelatter to makean accurateassess-
ment of thesuitability of applicantsfor settlementin Australia.

Article V
The following obligationsshallbe assumedby the CommonwealthGovern-

ment:
1. to admit migrants into the Commonwealthof Australia for an initial

period of not less than two years reckonedfrom the dateof their arrival in
Australia. During this period they will be entitled to the awardwagesand
generalconditionsof employmentas apply generallyto Australiansengagedin
the sametype of employment.

2. upon the expiration of this two year period to allow such migrantsto
remainindefinitely in Australiaprovidedthat they havenot provedunsuitable
for settlementduring thesaid period. Thesameconditionsof wagesandlabour
asthoseapplyingto Australiansshall continueto apply to migrants.
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3. to arrangefor thepaymentof normalSocialServiceBenefitsto migrants.
Such Social ServiceBenefits will include unemploymentand sicknessbenefit
(payablefrom andincludingtheseventhday afterthe day on which themigrant
becomesunemployedor makesa claim for unemploymentbenefit or becomes
incapacitated)and child endowment,maternity allowance,hospitalbenefit and
pharmaceuticalbenefits.

4. The Commonwealth Government shall render immigrants every
assistancethrough the medium of the CommonwealthEmploymentServiceto
obtain employmentin accordancewith their qualificationsandexperience.

Article VI

The Commonwealth Government shall upon arrival of migrants in
Australia

1. accommodatethem temporarily at an Immigration reception and
training centre during the period while they are awaiting employment;and,
where necessary,provide accommodationwithout cost to the migrants for a
periodof sevendaysafter their arrival in Australia; provided, however,thatas
from the eighth day after arrival, when normally an unemploymentor special
social servicebenefitwill commenceto be payable,thereshallbe deductedfrom
any suchbenefit an amountin dischargeof the cost of boardand lodging for
the migrant and his dependants,until such time as suitableemploymenthas
beenfoundfor him; andthatwhenemploymenthasbeenofferedto themigrant;
he shall thereuponbecomeresponsiblefor the paymentof his own boardand
lodging asfrom the dateon which he is dueto commenceemploymentandshall
also be primarily responsiblefor the paymentof board and lodging for his
dependants,at the weeklyratesapplicableat thetime;

2. in the caseof a family unit for whom the breadwinnercannotarrange
private accommodationwhenhe hasbeenplaced in employment,accommodate
his dependantsat an immigrant accommodationcentresituatedas nearto the
placeof employmentascircumstanceswill permit.

The breadwinnershallbe primarily responsiblefor the paymentof weekly
chargespayablefor dependants,which chargesshall commencefrom the date
on which he is dueto startemploymentandshallbe at ratesdeterminedby the
CommonwealthGovernmentfor the accommodationof dependantsin such
centres;

3. in the eventof the migrantand/orhis dependantsbeing offeredaccom-
modationby an employer, ensure that the standardof accommodationthus
offeredandthechargesthereforeshallbethe sameasthoseapplyingto Australian
workers of the samecategoryin the samearea;
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4. arrangetransportfree of costto migrants—
(a) from ship’s side (or whereappropriateairport) to an Immigration reception

andtraining centre;

(b) from the Immigration receptionandtraining centreto the initial place of
employment;

(c) for dependantsfrom the Immigration receptionandtraining centreto an
immigrant accommodationcentre;and

(d) for dependantsfrom the immigrant accommodationcentre to the first
private or other accommodationarrangedby the breadwinner;

5. arrangefree of cost to migrants who are proceedingfrom ship’s side
(or where appropriateairport) to approvedprivately-arrangedaccommodation,
transportto such accommodation;

6. ensurethat the amountof personalor householdeffectsthat is carried
free by the ship on which the migrantstravelto Australiaor by any subsequent
shipshallbecarriedat theexpenseof theCommonwealthGovernmentfrom the
placeof disembarkationto theinitial placeof privateaccommodationin Australia.
Should a migrant bring with~him an amountof personalor householdeffects
over and above that carried free by the ship on which he travels, then the
migrant shall be responsiblefor seafreight, storagechargesandmovementin
Australia of all personaland householdeffects that exceedthe amount carried
free by the ship;

7. provideafter-carefor migrants,in that the CommonwealthDepartment
of Immigration and associatedvoluntary welfare and after-careorganisations
will advisethem on andassistthem in solving any assimilationproblemswhich
they may haveduring their initial periodof settlementin Australia.

Article VII

The migrantsshall not be embarkedfor Australiauntil such time as they
havebeeninformed by meansof a leafletdrawnup in consultationbetweenthe
CommonwealthGovernmentand the Federal Government in English and
Germanof their essentialobligationsandrights in Australia.

Article VIII

1. The contractingGovernmentsshall be entitled to appoint representatives
to care for migrants;such representativesmay accompanyships or aircraft by
which the migrants are transported.

2. Migrants leaving the FederalRepublic of Germanyshall be embarkedas
a matterof principle from Germanports or airports.
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Article IX

The FederalGovernmentshall facilitate as far as possiblethe transferof
reasonablefunds from the FederalRepublic of Germanyto migrants in order
to aid them in settling in Australia. The CommonwealthGovernmentshall
facilitate the transfer by migrants of reasonablefunds to Germany for the
maintenanceof their dependants.

Article X

1. The admissionof migrants under this agreementshall be subject to the
provisionsof theImmigrationAct of 1901/49of theCommonwealthof Australia.

2. Notwithstandingthe provisionshereinbeforecontained,the Commonwealth
Governmentshallhavetheright to returnto Germanyany migrant who within
two yearsafter his arrival in Australia provesunsuitablefor settlement. The
Australian authoritiesshall contactthe competentGermanagencyin Australia
within a reasonableperiodof time prior to the returnof a migrant in order to
ensuresmoothprocedure.

Article XI

1. The dateof entry into force of the presentagreementshallbe determined
by an exchangeof notes.

2. The agreementshall thereuponbe valid for a periodof five yearsandmay
be prolongedby mutualagreement.

3. Should,however, during the period of validity of the presentAgreement
circumstancesarisewhichmaketheterminationof theAgreementseemadvisable,
eitherGovernmentmaygivethe otherGovernmentsix months’noticein writing
of its intention to terminatethe Agreement;the presentAgreementshallthere-
uponbe terminatedon the expiry of suchperiod.

DONE at Canberraon the 27th day of AugustQne thousandnine hundred
andfifty-eight, in two originals in the EnglishandGermanlanguages,eachtext
being equallyauthentic.

For the Government For the Government
of the Commonwealth of the FederalRepublic

of Australia: of Germany:

(Signed)A. R. DOWNER (Signed)Dr. Otto BURCHARD
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