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No. 4844. CONVENTION1 ON THE TAXATION OF ROAD
VEHICLES FOR PRIVATE USE IN INTERNATIONAL
TRAFFIC. DONE AT GENEVA, ON 18 MAY 1956

The ContractingParties,
Consideringthaj someEuropeanStateshaveconcludedbilateral agreements

or takenotherstepsintroducingamoreliberal procedurethan thatof the Con-
vention of 30 March 19312on the Taxation of Foreign Motor Vehicles,

Desiring to facilitate the developmentof internationaltouring,
Haveagreedas follows:

Article 1

For the purposeof this Convention:
(a) The term “vehicles” shall mean all cycles, all self-propelled road

vehiclesandall trailersfor couplingto suchvehicles whetherimportedwith the
vehicle or separately,with the exception,however,of vehiclesor combinations
of coupledvehiclesfor thetransportof personshaving morethaneight seatsin
addition to the driver’s seat;

(b) The term “ private use” shall exclude the transport of personsfor
remuneration,reward or other considerationand the industrial or commercial
transportof goodswith or without remuneration.

Article 2

Vehicles registeredin the territory of one of the ContractingParties,and
vehiclesallowed to be brought into circulation on such territory andexempted

1 In accordancewith article6, theConventioncameinto force on 18 August 1959, theninetieth
day after thefollowing five countrieshadsignedit without reservationasto ratification (*) or had
depositedtheir instrumentsof ratification on the datesindicated:
Austria 12 November1958 Netherlands (for the
Finland 18 May 1956(e) Realm in Europe,
France 20 May 1959 Surinam, the Nether-

lands Antilles and
Netherlands New
Guinea) 20 April 1959

Sweden 16 January 1958

In addition, the instrument of accessionby the Governmentof Ghanawas depositedon
18 August 1959, to takeeffect on 16 November1959.

‘Leagueof Nations,TreatySeries, Vol. CXXXVIII, p. 149; Vol. CXLII, p.393;Vol. CXLVII,
p. 356; Vol. CLVI, p. 260; Vol. CLX, p. 418; Vol. CLXIV, p. 403; Vol. CLXXII, p. 426; Vol.
CLXXXI, p. 397; Vol. CLXXXV, p. 407; Vol. CLXXXIX, p. 483, andVol. CLXXXXVI, p. 422.
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on that territory from the obligation to be registered,shall, when temporarily
importedfor privateusein the territory of anotherContractingParty,beexempt-
ed, underthe conditionslaid down below, from taxesandchargeslevied on the
circulation or possessionof vehicles in the territory of that ContractingParty.
This exemptionshallnot apply to tolls or to taxesor chargeson consumption.

Article 3

1. This exemptionshall be grantedin the territory of each Contracting
Party so long as the conditionslaid down in the Customsregulationsin force
in thatterritory for the temporaryadmission,withoutpayment,of import duties
and import taxesof vehiclescoveredby article 2 arefulfilled,

2. Nevertheless,each ContractingParty may limit the duration of this
exemptionto threehundredand sixty-five consecutivedays,evenif the vehicle
is temporarily admittedwithout paymentof import duties and import taxes
for a longer period.

Article 4

As soonas a country which is a ContractingParty to the Conventionof
30 March 1931 on the Taxationof ForeignMotor Vehiclesbecomesa Contrac-
ting Party to the presentConvention, it shall take the measureslaid down in
article 17 of the 1931 Conventionto denouncethatConvention.

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 5

1. Countriesmembersof the EconomicCommissionfor Europeandcoun-
tries admitted to the Commissionin a consultativecapacityunder paragraph8
of the Commission’sterms of reference,may become ContractingPartiesto
this Convention:

(a) By signing it;
(b) By ratifying it after signingit subject to ratification;
(c) By accedingto it.

2. Suchcountriesas mayparticipatein certainactivitiesof the Economic
Commissionfor Europein accordancewith paragraph11 of the Commission’s
termsof referencemaybecomeContractingPartiesto thisConventionby acceding
theretoafter its entry into force.

3. The Convention shall be open for signature until 31 August 1956,
inclusive. Thereafter,it shallbe openfor accession.

4. Ratificationor accessionshallbeeffectedby thedepositof aninstrument
with the Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations.

No. 4844
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Article 6

1. This Conventionshall comeinto force on the ninetiethdayafter five
of the countries referredto in article 5, paragraphI, havesigned it without
reservationof ratification or havedepositedtheir instrumentsof ratification or
accession.

2. For any country ratifying or acceding to it after five countrieshave
signedit without reservationof ratification or havedepositedtheir instruments
of ratification or accession,this Conventionshall enterinto force on the nine-
tieth day after the said country hasdepositedits instrumentof ratification or
accession.

Article 7

1. Any ContractingParty maydenouncethis Conventionby sonotifying
the Secretary-Generalof theUnitedNations.

2. Denunciationshall take effect fifteen monthsafter the date of receipt

by the Secretary-Generalof the notification of denunciation.

Article 8

This Conventionshallceaseto haveeffect if, for anyperiodof twelve con-
secutivemonthsafter its entry into force, the numberof ContractingParties
is lessthanfive.

Article 9

1. Any country may, at the time of signing this Conventionwithout
reservation of ratification or of depositing its instrumentof ratification or
accessionor at any time thereafter, declareby notification addressedto the
Secretary-Generalof the United Nations that this Convention shall extend to
all or anyof the territories for the internationalrelationsof which it is respon-
sible. The Conventionshallextendto the territory or territoriesnamedin the
notificationas from the ninetiethday after its receiptby the Secretary-General
or, if on that day the Conventionhasnot yet enteredinto force, at the time of
its entry into force.

2. Any countrywhich hasmadea declarationunder the precedingpara-
graphextendingthisConventionto anyterritory for whoseinternationalrelations
it is responsiblemay denouncethe Conventionseparatelyin respectof that
territory in accordancewith the provisionsof article 7.

Article 10

1. Any disputebetweentwo or more ContractingPartiesconcerningthe
interpretationor applicationof this Conventionshallso far aspossiblebesettled
by negotiationbetweenthem.

No. 4844
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2. Any disputewhich is not settledby negotiationshall be submittedto
arbitrationif anyoneof the ContractingPartiesin disputeso requestsandshall
be referredaccordinglyto oneor morearbitratorsselectedby agreementbetween
thePartiesin dispute. If within threemonthsfrom the dateof the requestfor
arbitrationthePartiesin disputeareunableto agreeon theselectionof an arbitra-
tor or arbitrators,anyof thosePartiesmayrequestthe Secretary-Generalof the
United Nations to nominatea single arbitratorto whom the disputeshall be
referredfor decision.

3. The decision of the arbitrator or arbitrators appointedunder the
precedingparagraphshall be binding on the ContractingPartiesin dispute.

Article 11

1. EachContractingPartymayatthetime of signing,ratifying, oracceding
to, this Convention,or at anytimethereafter,declarethat it will not apply the
Conventionto cycleswithout engines.

2. EachContractingPartymay,atthetimeof signing,ratifying,or acceding
to, this Convention, declare that it does not consider itself as bound by
article 10 of the Convention. Other ContractingPartiesshallnot be boundby
article 10 in respect of any Contracting Party which has entered such a
reservation.

3. Any ContractingPartyhavingentereda reservationas provided for in
paragraph1 or in paragraph2 may at any time withdraw such reservationby
notifying the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.

4. No other reservationto this Conventionshallbe permitted.

Article 12

1. After this Conventionhasbeenin force for threeyears,anyContracting
Party may, by notification to the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations,
requestthat a conferencebe convenedfor the purposeof reviewing the Con-
vention. The Secretary-Generalshall notify all ContractingParties of the
requestanda review conferenceshall be convenedby the Secretary-General
if, within aperiodof four monthsfollowing the dateof notification by theSecre-
tary-General,not lessthanonethirdof theContractingPartiesnotify him of their
concurrencewith the request.

2. If a conferenceis convenedin accordancewith the prececRngparagraph,
the Secretary-Generalshall notify all the ContractingPartiesand invite them
to submitwithin aperiodof threemonthssuchproposalsas they maywish the
Conferenceto consider. TheSecretary-Generalshallcirculateto all Contracting
Partiesthe provisionalagendafor the conferencetogetherwith the textsof such

No. 4844
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proposalsat least threemonthsbefore the date on which the conferenceis to
meet.

3. The Secretary-Generalshall invite to any conferenceconvened in
accordancewith this article all countries referredto in article 5, paragraph1,
andcountrieswhich have becomeContracting Parties under article 5, para-
graph2.

Article 13

1. Any ContractingParty may proposeone or more amendmentsto this
Convention. The text of anyproposedamendmentsshallbe transmittedto the
Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNationswho shalltransmitit to all Contracting
Partiesandinform all othercountriesreferredto in article 5, paragraph1.

2. Any proposedamendmentcirculatedin accordancewith thepreceding
paragraphshallbe deemedto be acceptedif no ContractingPartyexpressesan
objectionwithin a periodof six monthsfollowing the dateof circulation of the
proposedamendmentby the Secretary-General.

3. TheSecretary-Generalshall, as soonas possible,notify all Contracting
Partieswhether an objectionto the proposedamendmenthasbeen expressed.
If an objectionto the proposedamendmenthasbeenexpressed,theamendment
shall be deemednot to havebeenacceptedandshallbe of no effect whatever.
If no such objectionhasbeenexpressedthe amendmentshallenterinto force
for all ContractingPartiesthree monthsafter the expiry of the period of six
monthsreferredto in the precedingparagraph.

Article 14

In addition to the notificationsprovidedfor in articles12 and13, theSecre-
tary-Generalof theUnitedNationsshallnotify thecountriesreferredto inarticle5,
paragraph1, andthe countrieswhich have becomeContractingPartiesunder
article 5, paragraph2, of:

(a) Signatures,ratificationsand accessionsunder article 5;
(b) The datesof entry into force of this Conventionin accordancewith

article 6;
(c) Denunciationsunder article 7;
(d) The terminationof this Conventionin accordancewith article 8;
(e) Notificationsreceivedin accordancewith article 9;
(J) Declarationsandnotifications received in accordancewith article 11,

paragraphs1 and2;
(g) The entry into force of any amendmentin accordancewith article 13.

No. 4844
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Article 15

The Protocol of Signature1of this Conventionshall havethe same force,
effect and durationas the Convention itself of which it shall be consideredto
be an integral part.

Article 16

After 31 August 1956, the original of this Conventionshall be deposited
with the Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations,who shall transmit certified
true copiesto eachof thecountriesmentionedin article5, paragraphs1 and 2.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned,beingduly authorizedthereto,have
signedthis Convention.

DONE at Geneva,this eighteenthdayof May one thousandnine hundred
and fifty-six, in a single copy in the English andFrenchlanguages,each text
being equally authentic.

‘Seep. 20 of this volume.

No. 4844
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For Albania: Pourl’Albanie:

For Austria: Pourl’Autriche:

Sousreservede ratification1

Dr. JosefSTANGELBERGER

For Belgium: PourIa Belgique:

Sousreservede ratification1

L~ov

For Bulgaria: Pourla Bulgarie:

For ByelorussianSSR: Pourla Biélorussie:

For Czechoslovakia: Pourla Tchécoslovaquie:

For Denmark: Pourle Danemark:

For theFederalRepublicof Germany: Pour Ia République Fédérale
d’Allemagne:

For Finland: PourIa Finlande:
TorstenTIKANVAARA

‘Subjet to ratification.

No. 4844
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For France:

For Greece:

For Hungary:

For Iceland:

For Ireland:

PourIa France:
Sousreservede ratification’

DE CIJRTON

PourIa Grèce:

Pourla Hongrie:

PourI’Islande:

PourI’Irlande:

Pourl’Italie:

For Luxembourg:

For theNetherlands:

Pourle Luxembourg:

Sousreservede ratification1

R. LOGELIN

Pourles Pays-Bas:

Pour le Royaumeen Europe
Sous reservede ratification2

W. H. J. v~ ASCH v~Wijcx

‘Subject to ratification.
‘For the Realmin Europe.

Subject to ratification.

For Italy:

N 4844
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For Norway: Pour Ia Norvege:

For Poland: PourlaPologne:

Sousreservede ratification et sousreserveque
le Gouvernementde la RépubliquePopulaire de
Polognene se considèrepas lie par l’Article 10 de
la Convention’.

Jerzy KOSZYK

For Portugal Pour lePortugal:

For Romania: Pour Ia Roumanie:

For Spain: Pourl’Espagne:

For Sweden: PourIa Suede:

Sousreservede ratification2

G. DE Ssmow

For Switzerland: PourlaSuisse:

‘Subject to the reservation that the Government of thePeople’s Republic of Poland doesnot
consider itself as bound by Article 10 of the Convention.

‘to ratification.

No, 4844
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For Turkey: PourIa Turquie:

For UkrainianSSR: Pourl’Ukraine:

For the Union of Soviet Socialist Pour 1’Union des RépubliquesSocia-

Republics: listes Soviétiques:

For the United Kingdom of Great Pour le Royaume-Uni de Grande-
Britain and Northern Ireland: Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord:

Subject to ratification’
James C. WARDROP

For the United Statesof America: Pour les Etats-Unis d’Amérique:

ForYugoslavia: Pourla Yougoslavie:

Sousreservede ratification8
Ljubisa VESELINOVIC

‘Sot,s reservede ratification.

‘Subject to ratification.

N 4844
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PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE

On proceedingto sign the Conventionof this day’s date on the Taxation
of Road Vehicles for Private Use in International Traffic,’ the undersigned,
duly authorized,haveagreedon the following stipulationsand takendue note
of the following reservations:

1. For the purposeof this Convention,the useof a hired vehicleshallbe
regardedasprivateuseof thevehicleif thevehicleis hiredwithouta driver,even
if the personhiring it himselfengagesa driver.

2. The transportof personalluggagebelongingto the passengers,or in the
caseof commercialtravellers, the transport of samples,shall not prevent the
useof thevehiclefrom beingregardedas privateuse.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned,being duly authorized thereto,

havesigned this Protocol.

DONE at Geneva,this eighteenthday of May onethousandnine hundred
andfifty-six, in a single copy in the English andFrenchlanguages,each text
being equallyauthentic.

[The signaturesfollowing the Protocol of Signatureare the sameas those which
follow the Convention. Seepp. 16 to 19 of this z~olume.J

‘Seep. 4 of this volume.
No. 4844


