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{TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 4845. CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE ROMANIAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC, THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, THE FEDERAL
PEOPLE’SREPUBLICOF YUGOSLAVIA AND THE UNION
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICSCONCERNING FISH-
ING IN THE WATERS OF THE DANUBE. SIGNED AT
BUCHAREST, ON 29 JANUARY 1958

TheGovernmentsof the RomanianPeople’sRepublic,thePeople’sRepublic
of Bulgaria,the FederalPeople’sRepublicof Yugoslaviaandthe Union of Soviet
SocialistRepublics,

Having a common interestin the rational utilization and expansionof the
stocksof fish in the river Danube,

Recognizingthe needfor co-operationin working out a scientificbasis for
intensiveaugmentationof the stocksof fish and the regulation of fishing,

Havedecidedto concludethisConventionandhavefor thispurposeappoint-
ed as their plenipotentiaries

TheGovernmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublic: ConstantinTeodoru,
Deputy Minister of the ConsumerGoodsIndustry;

The Governmentof the People’sRepublic of Bulgaria: Lalyu Ganchev,
First DeputyMinister of the FoodIndustry;

The Governmentof the FederalPeople’sRepublicof Yugoslavia: Nikola
Diuverovi~,memberof the ExecutiveCouncilof thePeople’sRepublicof Serbia;

The Governmentof the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Aleksandr
Akimovich Ishkov, Minister of the USSR;

who, having exchangedtheir full powers, found in good and due form, have
agreedas follows:

Article 1

The ContractingPartiesagreeto regulatefishingin thewatersof the Danube
throughoutits coursewithin the territory of the ContractingPartiesto the point
of entry into the Black Sea,including the DanubeDelta, in accordancewith the
provisionsof this Convention.

‘Came into forceon 20December1958, thedateof depositof thelastinstrumentof ratification
with the Governmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublic, in accordancewith article 16. The
instrumentsof ratification weredepositedon the following dates:
Union of Soviet So- Bulgaria 18 November 1958

cialist Republics . . 16 May 1958 Romania 20 December1958
Yugoslavia 21 October 1958
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Article 2

Each ContractingParty shall exercisethe right of fishing in the Danube
in its own watersboundedby the Statefrontier.

Article 3

This Conventionshall apply to the waters of the Danube,including its
mouth, to tributaries of the Danubeup to the maximum extent of its flood
waters, andto lakes, estuariesandpools permanentlyor temporarily connected
with the Danube,in the Danubeflood-basin in the territory of the Contracting
Parties,including the areaadjoiningthe mouth.

Article 4

The ContractingPartiesagreeto put into effect andapply on their own
sectionsof the Danubeandon the watersreferredto in article 3, simultaneously
with the entry into force of this Convention,the Regulationsfor Fishing in the
RiverDanubewhichareannexed1to andform anintegralpartof thisConvention.

Article 5

The ContractingPartiesagreeto carry out in the river Danubeand in the
watersreferredto in article 3 improvementworksand piscicultural operations
to amelioratethenaturalconditionsfor the breeding,growth andnormalincrease
in stocksof fish of economicimportance.

In the event of the erectionon the Danubeof water engineeringworks,
in particular dams, which may changethe hydrological and hydrobiological
regimeof the river, thoseContractingPartieswhich constructandusethe said
worksshall preparein advanceandapplyjointly a planof action to safeguard
the normal migratorymovementsof fish.

The ContractingPartiesshallat the sametime carry out suchpiscicultural
operationsaswill safeguardthenormalbreedinganddevelopmentof economically
valuablespeciesof fish, in the sectionsof the river situatedaboveandbelow the
said works, under the new environmentalconditionscreatedby the erection
of thoseworks.

The questionof paymentof thecostsof constructionanduseof piscicultural
andwaterimprovementworkson the Danubeshallberesolvedin eachindividual
caseby agreementbetweenthe Statesconcerned.

Article 6

In order to increasethe stocksof economicallyvaluablespeciesof fish in the
watersreferredto in this Convention,stationsfor the artificial breedingof such
speciesof fish, in particular theacipenseridae,shallbe establishedas necessary.

1 Seep. 68 of this volume.
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Article 7

The ContractingPartiesshall work out andapply measuresto preventthe
contaminationandpollution of the river Danubeand of the watersreferredto in
article 3 by unclarified sewageand other wastefrom industrial and municipal
undertakingswhichareharmfulto fish andotheraquaticorganisms,andmeasures
to regulateblastingoperations.

Article 8

In the interestsof rationalfishingandin orderto ensurethenormalbreeding
andconservationof economicallyvaluablespeciesof fish, the ContractingParties
shallcommunicateto oneanother,in good time, information on the catchesand
migratory movementsof fish in all waters to which this Conventionapplies.

Article 9

In order to strengthenscientific andtechnical collaborationin mattersof
fishery economy, fish breeding and hydrobiology in the Danube basin, the
ContractingPartiesshall co-operatewith one anotherunder the appropriate
scientific andtechnicalagreements.

Article 10

For purposesof scientific researchthe ContractingPartiesmay conduct
joint experimentalfishing operationsin the Danubewatersof any of the States
Partiesto this Convention, on the basis of recommendationsby the Mixed
Commissionandby agreementbetweenthecountriesconcernedineachparticular
case.

Article 11

With a view to working out andco-ordinatingmeasuresfor the application
of thisConvention,aMixed Commissionshallbe established. EachContracting
Party shall appoint two representativesto the said Commissionwithin three
monthsafterthe entry into force of this Convention. The Governmentsof the
ContractingPartiesshall communicateto one anotherthrough the diplomatic
channelthe namesof their representativeson the Commission.

The Mixed Commission shall meet at least once a year in the territory
of eachof the ContractingPartiesin turn.

The Mixed Commission shall function under a statute which shall be
drafted by the Commissionatits first meetingafter the entry into force of this
Conventionandapprovedby the Governmentsof the ContractingParties.

The place anddate of meeting of the Mixed Commissionshall be fixed
by the Commissionin advance.

No. 4845



64 United Nations — Treaty Series 1959

Article 12

It shallbe the duty of the Mixed Commission:
(1) To work out agreedmeasures,arising out of this Convention, for the

regulation of fishing and the augmentationof the stocks of fish in the river
Danube;

(2) To presentproposalsto the ContractingPartieswith aview to amending
or supplementingthe Regulationsfor Fishing in the River Danubeandto take
decisionson questionswhich it is authorizedunderthe saidFishing Regulations
to resolve;

(3) To organizetheexchangeof informationamongthe ContractingParties
concerningthe implementationof this Convention;

(4) To co-ordinatethe planningof scientific researchprojectson the study
of fishing in the Danubeto be conductedjointly or severallyby the competent
agenciesof the ContractingParties;

(5) To determinethe nature and scopeof the statistical and other data
which eachContractingParty shall furnish to the Mixed Commissionfor the
purposeof implementingthis Convention;

(6) To dealwith such other mattersas the ContractingPartiesmay refer
to it.

Article 13

The Mixed Commissionmay makerecommendationsto the Contracting
Partieson the matterswithin its competence.

The recommendationsof the Mixed Commissionandits decisionson the
mattersmentionedin article 12 aboveshallbedeemedadoptedby the Commission
if they receivethe favourablevotes of the representativesof all the countries
membersthereof.

Article 14

In order that the measuresto regulatefishing and operationsfor breeding
andincreasingthestocksof economicallyvaluablespeciesof fish maybeextended
to other parts of the Danube,this Conventionshall be open for accessionby
other DanubianStates.

Article 15

This Conventionshall not impede the conclusionof bilateral agreements
on mattersrelating to fishing in the Danubebetweenany two Contracting
Partiesor betweenaContractingParty andany other DanubianState,provided
that such agreementsdo not conflict with the interestsof the conservationof
stocks of fish or with the Fishing Regulationslaid down by this Convention,

No. 4845
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Article 16

This Conventionshallbe ratified and shall enterinto force on the dateof
depositof thelastinstrumentof ratificationwith theGovernmentof the Romanian
People’sRepublic, in whose archivesthe original of the Convention shall be
kept.

TheGovernmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublicshallnotify theGovern-
mentsof all the ContractingPartiesof the dateof depositof the last instrument
of ratification.

Article 17

This Conventionis concludedfor a term of five years.
For those ContractingPartieswhich do not give notice of terminationof

this Conventionto the Governmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublicnot later
thansix monthsbefore the expiry of this term, it shall remain in force for a
furtherperiod of five years.

Article 18

TheGovernmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublicshalltakethenecessary
action to registerthis Conventionwith the Secretariatof the UnitedNations.

Certified true copies of this Convention shall be transmitted by the
Governmentof the RomanianPeople’sRepublicto all theother Partiesto the
Convention.

DONE at Bucharest,on 29 January1958, in one copy in the Romanian,
Bulgarian,Serbo-Croatand Russianlanguages,all textsbeing equallyauthentic.

For the Government For the Government For the Government For the Government
of the Romanian of the People’s of the Federal of the Union

People’s Republic: Republicof Bulgaria: People’s Republic of Soviet
of Yugoslavia: Socialist Republics:

C. TEODORU Lalyu GANcnav Nikola D~UVEROVId A. A. IsHKov

No. 4845
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ANNEX

REGULATIONSFORFISHINGIN THERIVER DANUBE AND IN THEWATERS

REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 3 OF THE CONVENTION
PART I

PROHIBITED PLACES AND TIMES FOR FISHING

Article 1

Fishingin the watersof theriver Danubeshallbe prohibitedeachyear for a period
of thirty daysbetween15 April and 15 June,accordingto hydrometeorologicalcondi-
tions.

In 1958 the close periodshall be from 15 April to 15 May. Thereafterthe dates
of the closeperiodshallbe determinedby the Mixed Commission.

The ContractingPartiesmay by common agreementstaggerthe close period by
sectorsof the Danube,providedthat such periodis of thirty days’ duration and falls
between15 April and 15 June.

Theclose periodfor the taking of acipenseridaeand herringshall be as prescribed
in article2 below.

Article 2
For the acipenseridaethe closeperiod, sectorby sector,shall be as follows:

— In thesectorfrom the BlackSeatothe mouthof thePrut: 15 March to 15 April;
In the sectorfrom the mouthof thePrut to the mouthof the Timok: 15 April

to 15 May;
— In the sectorfrom the mouthof the Timok up to Kiadovo: 15 May to 15 June.

For the taking of Danubeherring the close period, sectorby sector, shall be as
follows:

— In thesectorfrom the Black Seato CeatalulIsmail: five consecutivedays in the
periodbetween15 Marchand 1 May;

— In thesectorfrom CeatalulIsmail to Vadul Oii: twenty consecutivedays in the
period between1 April and 15 May;

— In the sectorfrom VadulOii to themouthof the Timok: thirty consecutivedays
in theperiodbetween15 April and 1 July.

Thedateof eachcloseperiodshallberecommendedby theFisheryResearchInstitute
of the RomanianPeople’sRepublicand shall be communicatedto the Partiesnot later
than tendaysbeforethe startof the closeperiod.

Article 3

In order to safeguardthe passageof Danubeherringandacipenseridaein breeding
conditioninto theDanubeandtheescapeof theyoungof thesespeciesto thesea,fishing
shall be prohibited throughoutthe yearin the watersadjoiningthe mouth, in corridors
extendinglaterally one kilometreon eitherside of the axisof eachbranch of the river
anda distanceof five kilometresout to 8ea.
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During the period 1 Juneto 31 July thecorridorsreferredto in the first paragraph
of this articleshall be extendedlaterally oneadditionalkilometre on eitherside,so that
eachcorridor coversa zonewith a total width of four kilometres.

Article 4

The taking of Black Seasalmon(salmo trutta labrax) and Danubesalmon(salmo
hucho) in theDanubeshall beprohibitedthroughouttheyear.

The taking of the said salmonmay be permittedsolely for purposesof pisciculture
and scientific research.

PART II

PROHIBITED TACKLE AND METHODSOF FISHING

Article 5

The following shall be prohibited throughoutthe year:

(1) Fishing with anchovy,sardineandherringseinesin the systemof the Danube
and in the watersadjoiningthe mouthfor a distanceof ten kilometresout to sea,over
a zoneextendinglaterallytwo kilometreson eitherside of the axisof eachbranchof the
river;

(2) Fishing with drag-netsor trawls in the waters adjoining the mouth of the
Danube;

(3) Theuseof explosive,poisonousandnarcoticsubstancesandof firearmsfor the
purposeof fishing in the river Danube,in any waters connectedtherewith (channels,
lakes,estuariesor pools) and in the watersadjoining the mouth;

(4) Fishing for acipenseridaewith ahananets;

(5) Fishingwith fish-trapsandbag-netsin thewatersof the Danubeshallhenceforth
be regulatedby the Mixed Commission,which shallseta quotaon suchdevicesfor each
StatePartyto this Convention;

(6) Fishingwithsardinenetsin lakesandestuariesbetween1 Marchand31 October.

Article 6

Thesettingof fish barriersin canalsandbranchesconnectingthe Danubewith lakes
in the sectorbetweenthe mouthof the Danubeand Kladovo shall be permittedonly
aftertheendof thespringrun of fish, from 10 May to31 October. Theintervalbetween
thestakesof thebarriersshall not be lessthanthreecentimetres.

Article 7

It shallbeunlawful tofish with fixed or mobiletacklewhich takesup morethan two-
thirdsof thewidthof theDanube,itschannelsor branches,or to castseinesfrom opposite
pointson both banksat once.
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PART III

Sxzx OF MESH OF FISHING-NETS

Article 8

It shall be unlawful to usefishing-netswith a meshof lessthan the following size
(in millimetres)

(1) Purseof fine-meshedseinesand trawla 28
(2) Purseof herring-seinesand trawls 26
(3) Sac of fish-traps 25
(4) Nets for catchingpike-perch,breamandcarp 40

Nets for catchingDanubeherring 28

Trammelnetsmaybe usedprovidedthat thesize of the coarsemeshis not less than
50 millimetres, or for Danubeherring-fishing,not lessthan 28 millimetres.

PART IV

SIZE OF FISH, CRAYFISH AND MOLLUSCS

Article 9

It shall be unlawful to take, receive,sell, processor preservefish of less than the
following industrial size (in centimetres)in fresh condition

Beluga (lzusohuso) 140
Russiansturgeon(adpenserguldenstaedti) 80
Sevryiiga (acipenserstellatus) 75
Sterlet (acipenser ruthenus) 33
Carp (cyprinus carpio) 25
Pike-perch(luciopercasandra) 30
Bream(abramisbrama) 20
Herring (caspialosapontica) 16
Crayfish (astacusleptodactylus) 9
Mussel (unlopictorum) 8

Measurementsto determinethe industrial size of fish mustbe madefrom the tip
of the snoutto the baseof the tail fin.

The taking of fish underthe prescribedindustrial size shall be permissible in a
proportion not exceeding10 percentby numberof the total catch.

The taking of acipen.sernudiventrisshall be prohibitedfor five years from the date
of entry into force of the Convention.

PART V

Gz~n.~PROVISIONS

Article 10

The acclimatizationandbreedingof new speciesof fish andotheranimals andof
aquaticplantsin the watersof the Danubeto which theConventionapplies may not be
carriedoutsavewith the consentof the Mixed Commission.
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Article 11

Thepenaltiesfor violation of theseRegulationsshall beprescribedby the legislation

of the ContractingParties.

Article 12

The Mixed Commissionshall have the right to fix the datesof closeperiods for
fishing, to determinetheboundariesof the sectorscoveredby the staggeredcloseperiod
for fishingprovidedfor in articles 1 and 2 of theseRegulations,and to revise andadopt
decisionsunderarticles3, 5, 6 and 8 of theseRegulations.

With the consentof the Governmentsof the ContractingParties,the Mixed Corn.
missionmay amendandsupplementarticle9 of theseRegulations(on the basisof article
12, paragraph(2), of the Conventionconcerningfishing in the waters of the Danube).

Article 13

Theuseof fishingdevicesharmfulto thestocksof fish shallgraduallybediscontinued;
stepsto this end shall be takenas soonas possible. Consequently,beginningin 1958,
thereshallbe no increasein thenumberof suchdevices.

Theintroductionof all newfishingdevicesandmethods(useof electriccurrent,etc.)
shall besubjectto the condition that they haveno adverseeffect on the stocksof fish.

Article 14

With a view to the uniform interpretationof the provisionsof the Conventionand
the FishingRegulations,it is understoodthat the term~rybolovstvo* in the Russiantext,
the term ~ribarsivo * in the Bulgarian andSerbo-Croattextsand the termepescuit> in
theRomaniantextare identicalin meaning.

Arçi4~5

TheseRegulationsfor fishing in the.ri’vc~pai5~1be~allconstitutean annexto and
anintegralpartof theConventionconcerningfishingin’t~ewatersof the Danube.
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