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No. 4917. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE TJNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND RELATING TO
THE USE OF THE BAHAMAS LONG RANGE PROVING
GROUND ON THE ISLAND OF GRAND TURK FOR
TRACKING ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATELLITES AND
OTHER SPACE VEHICLES. WASHINGTON, 16 MARCH
AND 16 APRIL 1959

I

TheActing Secretaryof Stateto the British Ambassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

March 16, 1959
Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to the Agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the
United Statesof America and the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, signed at Washingtonon January 15, 1952, con-
cerning the extensionof the BahamasLong RangeProving Ground for Guided
Missiles to include the territory of the Turks andCaicosIslands,2and,in particular,
to Article IV thereofwhich relatesto the provision of Sitesfor the purposeof the
operationof the Flight TestingRange.

The Governmentof the UnitedStatesdesiresto utilize thesaid ProvingGround,
asextended,for the furtherpurposeof observingandtrackingthecourseof artificial
earthsateffitesandotherspacevehiclesto be releasedfrom the existinglaunching
areain the vicinity of CapeCanaveral,Florida, United Statesof America. There-
fore, I wish to proposethat, to enablesuitableequipmentto be set up on the Island
of GrandTurk, the observingand tracking of artificial earthsatellitesand other
spacevehiclesshallbe regardedaspart of the operationof the Flight TestingRange
for the purposesof the said Agreementof January15, 1952, andthat the Govern-
mentof the UnitedStatesshallaccordinglybegrantedtheright toestablish,maintain

1 Cameinto force on 16 April 1959 by theexchangeof thesaid notes.
2 United Nations,Treaiy Series, Vol. 127, p. 3.
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andoperateartificial spacevehicle trackingequipmentwithin a Site on the Island
of GrandTurk providedin accordancewith the procedureandsubject to the terms
andconditionssetforth in said Agreement.

If the foregoingproposalis acceptableto the Governmentof the United King-
domof GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland I havethe honor to suggestthat this
note togetherwith Your Excellency’sreply in that senseshouldbe regardedas
constitutingan Agreementbetweenthe two Governments,which shall take effect
immediatelyand shall remainin force until the 20th dayof July, 1975.

Accept, Excellency,therenewedassuranceof my highestconsideration.

Forthe Acting Secretaryof State:
L. T. MERCHANT

His ExcellencySir HaroldCaccia,G.C.M.G.,K.C.V.O.

British Ambassador

II

TheBritish Ambassadorto the Acting Secretaryof State

BRITISH EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D.C.

No. 130
April 16, 1959

Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof your Note of the 16th of March,
1959,which readsas follows:

[SeenoteI]

2. In reply I havethe honour to inform you that the proposalset forth in your
Note is acceptableto the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and that they agreeto regardthat Note togetherwith this
reply as constitutinganAgreementbetweenthe two Governmentswhich shall take
effect immediately from the dateof this Note and shall remain in force until the
20thdayof July, 1975.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Sir, the assurancesof my
highestconsideration.

HaroldCACCIA

The HonourableChristianA. Herter
Acting Secretaryof Stateof theUnited States
Washington,D. C.
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