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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 4943. SETTLEMENTAGREEMENT’ BETWEENFRANCE
AND SIAM. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 17 NO-
VEMBER 1946

The Provisional Governmentof the FrenchRepublicandthe SiameseGovern-
ment,

Acting in accordancewith theidealof the UnitedNationsandin theinterestof
world peace;

Consideringthe views expressedby the United Statesand United Kingdom
Governments;

Desiring to restorethe traditional relationsof peaceand friendship between
their two countries,

Have for thispurposeappointedas their plenipotentiaries:

The Presidentof the ProvisionalGovernmentof the FrenchRepublic:

His Excellency Mr. Henri Bonnet,AmbassadorExtraordinaryand Plenipo-
tentiaryof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America,Officer of the National
Orderof the Legion of Honour,

His ExcellencyMr. Guillaume Georges-Picot,AmbassadorExtraordinaryand
Plenipotentiaryof France to the United Statesof Venezuela,Chevalier
of the NationalOrderof the Legionof Honour;

His Majesty the King of Siam:

His Royal HighnessPrince Wan Waithayakon,Senator,Knight of the most
Illustrious Orderof the RoyalHouseof Chakri,SpecialGrandCrossof the
Most ExaltedOrderof the White Elephant,

His ExcellencyMr. KhuangApaivongse,Memberof the Chamberof Represent-
atives, Special Grand Cross of the Most Exalted Order of the White
Elephant;

Who, having exchangedtheir full powers,found in good anddue form, have
agreedon the following provisions:

Article I

The Tokyo Conventionof 9 May 1941, heretofore repudiatedby the French
Government,is herebyannulledandthestatusquo ante restored.

1 Cameinto force on 17 November1946, uponsignature,in accordancewith article V.
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In consequencethe Indochineseterritories coveredby the said Convention
shall be transferredto the Frenchauthoritiesunderthe conditionsset forth in the
Protocol1concludedfor this purpose.

Article II

Immediatelyafterthe signatureof this Agreementdiplomaticrelationsshall be
restoredand relationsbetweenthe two countriesshall againbe governedby the
Treatyof 7 December19372andtheCommercialandCustomsAgreementof 9 Decem-
ber 1937.~ The Contracting Parties shall communicatethis Agreementto the
SecurityCouncil andSiamshallwithdraw the complaint which it haslodgedthere-
with. Franceshall no longer opposethe admissionof Siam to membershipin the
United Nations.

Article III

Immediately after the signature of this AgreementFrance and Siam shall
constitute,underarticleXXI of the Franco-SiameseTreaty of 7 December1937, a
ConciliationCommissioncomposedof two representativesof the Partiesand three
neutrals,in accordancewith theGeneralAct of Genevaof 26 September19284 the
Pacific Settlementof InternationalDisputes,which governsthe constitution and
working of the Commission. The Commissionshall begin its work as soonaspos-
sible after the transferof the territories referred to in the secondparagraphof
article I has beencarried out. It shall havethe task of examiningthe ethnic,
geographicalandeconomicargumentsof thepartiesin favourof revisionor confirma-
tion of the clausesof the Treaty of 3 October 1893,~the Conventionof 13 February
19046 andthe Treaty of 23 March 1907~maintainedin force by articleXXII of the
Treatyof 7 December1937.

Article IV

Immediatelyupon therestorationof diplomaticrelations,negotiationsshall be
openedfor the settlementof all questionspendingbetweenthe two countries.

Financial questionsconnectedwith this SettlementAgreement,including the
sumspayableas compensationfor damagesuffered,shall be submittedto the Con-
ciliation Commissionif the two Partiesfail to reachdirect agreementwithin a period
of threemonths.

Seep. 73 of this volume.
‘ Leagueof Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. CCI, p. 113.
~ Leagueof Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. CCI, p. 145.
‘ Leagueof Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. XCIII, p. 343; Vol. C, p. 260; Vol. CVII, p. 529;

Vol. CXI, p.414; Vol. CXVII, p.304; Vol. CLII, p. 297; Vol. CLVI, p. 211 ; Vol. CLX, p. 354;
Vol. CXCVI, p. 413, andVol. CXCVII, p. 304.

British and ForeignStatePapers,Vol. 87, p. 187.
British and Foreign StatePapers,Vol. 97, p. 961.
British and ForeignStatePapers,Vol. 100, p. 1028.
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Article V

This Agreementshall enterinto forceupon signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the plenipotentiarieshavesigned this Agreementand
theretoaffixed their seals.

DONE in duplicatein the Frenchand Siameselanguagesat Washington,on
17 November1946,correspondingto the seventeenthday of the eleventhmonth of
the two thousandfour hundredandeighty-ninthyearof the BuddhistEra.

For theFrenchRepublic: For the Kingdomof Siam:

HenriBONNET WAN WAITHAYAKON

G. GEORGES-PICOT KHUANG APAIVONGSE

PROTOCOLCONCERNINGTHE PROCEDUREFORTHE EVACUATION AND
TRANSFEROF THE TERRITORIESREFERREDTO IN ARTICLE I OF
THE SETI’LEMENT AGREEMENT CONCLUDEDTHIS DAY1

The FrenchGovernmentandtheSiameseGovernmentherebyagreeas follows:

I. Transferof immovablej,ublic ~ro~erty

The SiameseGovernmentshall, within twenty days after the signatureof the
SettlementAgreementbetweenFranceandSiam,’ transmit to the Franco-Siamese
Mixed Military Staff Commission, the establishmentof which is provided for in
part IV-A, a scheduleof the immovable public propertysituatedin the territories
concernedand a list of the delegatesresponsiblefor the transferoperations.

The French Governmentshall, within the sameperiod, transmit to the said
Commissiona list of the personsresponsiblefor receivingthe said immovablepro-
perty. Thedelegatesof thetwo Partiesshallbe dividedinto groupsby theCommis-
sion andshallmeetin suchplacesandat suchtimesas the Commissionshalldeter-
mine.

II. Transferof archives

The communaland provincial archives and the archivesof courts and other
organsof State shall be transferredto the Frenchauthorities, togetherwith the
cadastralplans depositedin the territories concerned. In the case of cadastral
plans,registersandotherdocumentsdepositedoutsidethe said territories,certified
copiesshallbe communicatedto the FrenchGovernment.

The transfershall be completedwithin two monthsafter the signatureof the
SettlementAgreementbetweenFranceand Siam.

Seep. 69 of this volume.
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III. Evacuationof territories

The territories coveredby this Protocol shall be evacuatedby the Siamese
forcesstationedthereinandshallbeoccupiedby Frenchforcesinaccordancewith the
following principles:

A. The Siameseforces stationedbetweenthe existing frontier andthe former
frontier (cf. articleXXII of the Treaty of 1937) shallmove off on the twentiethday
after the signatureof the SettlementAgreementand must be within the former
frontier line (cf. articleXXII of theTreaty of 1937) not later thansevendaysthere-
after. Theyshallbeprecededby the Siameseruralpolice,police andadministrative
authoritiesstationedin the aforesaidterritories,with the exceptionof thosetaking
part in thetransferoperationsspecifiedin partsI andII aboveandof suchasmaybe
necessaryto maintain order. The forcesposted to guardlines of communication
and, in particular,engineeringworks, shall also bekept in the said territoriesuntil
they are relieved by French forces.

B. Such forcesas the FrenchGovernmentintendsto send into the aforesaid
territoriesshall move off on the day following that on which the Siameseforces
begin the evacuation,andmayreachthe formerfrontier line (cf. articleXXII of the
Treaty of 1937) not earlier than sevendaysthereafter. They may be followedby
the Frenchadministrativeauthoritiesassignedto the aforesaidterritories.

C. The French forces shall so adjust their rate of advanceas to maintain a
constantdistancefrom the Siameseforces.

IV. Practical measures

The Governmentsof the two Partiesshall takeall necessarymeasuresto ensure
that the evacuationandtransferoperationsprovidedfor in this Protocolare carried
out in good order and without incident. The SiameseGovernmentshall remain
responsiblefor maintaining order in each administrativedistrict until the actual
transferof its powers.

A. A Franco-SiameseMixed Military StaffCommissionconsisting,in the case
of France,of a delegationcomposedof a colonel as chairman,eleven staff officers
andfour officials of the High Commissioner’sOffice and of the CambodianandLao
Administrationsand,in the caseof Siam,of a delegationsimilarly composed,shallbe
establishedandshall takeup its dutieson the dateof signatureof the Settlement
Agreement. It shall ceaseto function as soonas the transferof the territories
hasbeencarriedout.

It shall be the Commission’sduty to ensureon the spotthat this Protocolis
properly complied with and to settle all additional questions. It shall haveits
regular seat at Battambangand may send sub-commissionsto such placesas it
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deemsnecessary,including Sisophon,Moung, Kralank andBassac. It may permit
neutralobservers,in particular~nited KingdomandUnitedStatesofficers, to attend
its meetings.

B. Subject to the specialarrangementsprovidedfor in part Ill-A in fine, the
evacuatedforcesmay not leavebehindany irregularmilitary forcesor individuals
bearingfirearms. Similarly the occupyingforcesmay not sendaheadof them any
irregularmilitary forceor individualsbearingfirearms.

C. Eachof the two Governmentsshall give its military andpolice units strict
ordersto refrain from any act of pillage.

This Protocolshall enterinto force upon signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,having beenduly authorizedby their
respectiveGovernments,havesignedthis Protocolandtheretoaffixed their seals.

DONE in duplicatein the French and Siameselanguagesat Washington,on
17 November1946,correspondingto theseventeenthdayof theeleventhmonthof the
two thousandfour hundredandeighty-ninthyearof the Buddhist Era.

Forthe FrenchRepublic: For the Kingdomof Siam:

Henri BONNET WAN WAITHAYAKON

G. GEORGES-PICOT KHUANG APAIVONGSE

DECLARATION BY THE FIRST FRENCH PLENIPOTENTIARY

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946

On signing the SettlementAgreementbetweenFrance and Siam of today’s
date,’ I havethe honour to declare,on instructionsfrom my Government,that it
resumespossessionof the Indochineseterritories referred to in article I, second
paragraph,of the said Agreement,on behalf of the Cambodianand Lao Govern-
ments.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

1 Seep. 69 of this volume.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your RoyalHighness,

I havethehonourto confirmto you the oralagreementalreadyreachedbetween
us to the effect that negotiationsto settle the monetaryquestionsand questions
relating to the transfer of securitiesconnectedwith the SettlementAgreement
signedthis day’ will be openedas soonas possible.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWanWaithayakon
Chairmanof theSiameseDelegation

II

SIAMESE LEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
Your Excellency,

[Seeletter I]

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto theUnited Statesof America
Chairmanof theFrenchDelegation

1 Seep. 69 of this volume.
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III

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your RoyalHighness,

I havethe honourto confirm to you theoralagreementalreadyreachedbetween
usto theeffect that thestrictestorderswill be given andall necessarystepstakento
preventthe recurrenceof frontier incidents, inter alia through the conclusion as
soonas possibleof an agreementconcerningfrontier control.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWanWaithayakon
Chairmanof the SiameseDelegation

IV

SIAMESE LEGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
Your Excellency,

[Seeletter III]

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America
Chairmanof the FrenchDelegation

V

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your RoyalHighness,

I havethe honourto confirm to you theoralagreementalreadyreachedbetween
us, with regardto the inhabitantsof the territories referredto in article I of the
SettlementAgreementsignedthis day and to the propertyof the saidinhabitants
situatedin the said territories,to the following effect:

N• 4943



1959 Nations Unies— Recueildes Traités 83

(1) Thoseinhabitantswho acquiredSiamesenationalityunder the Convention
of 9 May 1941 shall automaticallybe reinstatedin their previousnationalityas soon
as the transferof the aforesaidterritorieshasbeencarriedout. Thoseinhabitants
who possessSiamesenationality by birth or who haveacquiredit in accordance
with the law shall retainthat nationality.

(2) No obstacleshall be placedin the way of such of the latter as may wish to
leave the said territories. Theymay, in particular,disposefreely of their movable
andimmovablepropertybeforeleaving. Theyshall be at liberty to takewith them
or to haveshippedfree of customsdutytheir movablepropertyof all kinds, livestock,
agriculturalproduceand Siamesecurrencyor banknotes. They may retain owner-
ship of their immovableproperty.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWan Waithayakon
Chairmanof the SiameseDelegation

VI

SIAMESE LEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
Your Excellency,

[Seeletter V]

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America
Chairmanof theFrenchDelegation

VII

SIAMESE LEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
Your Excellency,

On signing the SettlementAgreementbetweenFranceand Siam I havethe
honourto inform you that on 1 May 19461 the SiameseGovernmentconcludedan
agreementwith theUnitedKingdom Governmentwherebyit is to supplytheUnited

I UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 99, p. 169.
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Nationswith 1,200,000tonsof rice within a periodof oneyear. The quantitythus
fixed includes200,000tonsfrom theoutput of the territoriesreferredto in articleI
of theSettlementAgreement.

I shouldbe grateful,therefore,if you would be good enoughto ask the French
Governmentto useits good offices with the United Kingdom Governmentso that
thetotal quantityof ricein questionmaybe proportionatelyreducedin consequence
of thetransferof the aforesaidterritories.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America
Chairmanof the FrenchDelegation

VIII

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your RoyalHighness,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceipt of your letter of today’sdate,which
readsas follows:

[See letter VII]

The French Governmenthas taken note of this requestand is preparedto
approachthe competentUnited Kingdom authoritieson the subject,on the under-
standingthat no rice will be exportedfrom the territoriesin questionto Siam after
today.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWanWaithayakon
Chairmanof the SiameseDelegation

N’ 4943
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IX

SIAMESE LEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto inform you that,having regardto Siameseinterestsin the
territoriescoveredby theSettlementAgreementsignedthisdayandto theimportance
of Siam’stradewith thoseterritories,my Governmentwould attachgreatimportance
to the establishmentof aconsulateat Battambang.

I am accordinglyinstructedto transmita requestto that effect to the French
Governmentandventureto solicit your goodofficesasintermediaryfor this purpose.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYARON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America
Chairmanof theFrenchDelegation

X

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your RoyalHighness,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof your letter of today’s date,which

readsas follows:

[Seeletter IX]

TheFrenchGovernmentis prepared,upon the restorationof consularrelations
betweenthe two countries, to give sympatheticconsiderationto this requestin
accordancewith articleXVI of the Treaty of 1937.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWanWaithayakon
Chairmanof theSiameseDelegation
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XI

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,17 November1946
Your Royal Highness,

I havethehonourto informyou that,havingbeenunableto arrangefor verifica-
tion of the concordanceof the Frenchand Siamesetextsof the SettlementAgree-
ment andthe Protocolconcerningthe procedurefor the evacuationandtransferof
the territories referredto in article I of the said Agreement,we sign the Siamese
textssubjectto possiblemodification after thesetextshavebeenexaminedby the
competentservicesof the Ministry of ForeignAffairs.

I havethehonourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWanWaithayakon
Chairmanof theSiameseDelegation

XII

SIAMESE LEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November1946
YourExcellency,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof your letter of today’s date,which
readsas follows

[Seeletter XI]

I havetakennoteof thesereservationson behalfof my Government.

I havethehonourto be,etc.

(Signed)WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto theUnited Statesof America
Chairmanof the FrenchDelegation
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERSCONSTITUTINGAN AGREEMENT’
CONCERNING THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT OF
17 NOVEMBER 19462 BETWEEN FRANCE AND SIAM.
WASHINGTON, 20 DECEMBER 1946

I

EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES

Washington,20 December1946
Your RoyalHighness,

Thesecondparagraphof articleIV of the SettlementAgreementwhich wesigned
at Washingtonon 17 November2providesthat: “Financial questionsconnected”
with that Agreement,“including the sumspayable as compensationfor damage
suffered,shall be submittedto the ConciliationCommissionif the two Partiesfail
to reachdirectagreementwithin a periodof threemonths.”

Furtherto our earlierdiscussionson this matter,I havethe honourto confirm
to you that the French Governmentconsidersthat this period of threemonths
shouldbegin on completion of the transferof the territories, or twenty-sevendays
after the signatureof the Agreement,i.e., on 14 December1946.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) HenriBONNET

His RoyalHighnessPrinceWan Waithayakon
Chainnanof theSiameseDelegation

II

SIAMESE DELEGATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

20 December1946
Your Excellency,

You weregoodenoughto addressto me today a letter which readsas follows:

[Seeletter .1]

1 Cameinto forceon 20 December1946 by the exchangeof the said letters.
2 Seep. 69of this volume.
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I havethe honourto confirm to you, further to our earlier discussionson this
matter, that the SiameseGovernmentsagreeswith the French Governmenton
this interpretationof thesecondparagraphof articleIV of theSettlementAgreement
signedat Washingtonon 17 November1946.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

(Signed) WAN WAITHAYAKON

His ExcellencyMr. HenriBonnet
Ambassadorof Franceto the UnitedStatesof America
Chairmanof the FrenchDelegation
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