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No. 4961. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
ISRAEL AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. SIGNED AT LUXEMBOURG,
ON 10 SEPTEMBER 1952

The Governmentof Israel andthe Governmentof the FederalRepublicof
Germanyherebyagreeas follows:

Article 1

The ContractingPartieswill enterinto negotiationsconcerningthe secular
propertyin Israelwhichfalls within the termsof Section2, paragraph(e) of the
“GermanPropertyLaw, 5710-1950“.

Article 2

Insofar as the negotiationswill relateto the propertyof physicalpersons,
such negotiationsshall be concernedwith German nationals, irrespectiveof
their placesof residence. Insofar as former Germannationalsare concerned
who havemeanwhileacquireda newnationality,theContractingPartiesagreein
principle that suchpersons,too, shallbe broughtwithin the frameworkof the
negotiations,subject,however, to:
(a) thegovernmentof thestatewhosenationalitysuch formerGermannationals

haveacquired,agreeingto the FederalRepublicof Germanyrepresenting
their interestsin suchnegotiations;and

(b) such persons giving their expressconsent that the protection of their
interestsbe taken over by the Governmentof the Federal Republic of
Germany.

Article 3

The negotiationsshall commencenot later than four months after the
coming into forceof the Agreementsignedtoday2betweentheStateof Israeland
the FederalRepublicof Germany.

Article 4

The negotiationsshallbe conductedon the following principles:
(a) The negotiationsshallbeconductedon the Germansideexclusivelyby

the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyor by their authorized

1 Cameinto force on 10 September1952by signature.
~UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 162, p. 205.
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representatives. The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanywill
lend no supportto any stepsthatmay be takenby individual claimantsor groups
of claimantsvis-à-vis the Governmentof Israel.

(b) The Governmentof Israel will notify the Governmentof the Federal
Republicof Germanythrough the channelsof the Israel Mission referredto in
Article 12 of theAgreementbetweenthe Stateof Israelandthe FederalRepublic
of Germanysignedtoday of thenamesof their representativesandwill suggest
a venue for the negotiations.

(c) The Governmentof Israel recognizethe principle that compensation
shallbe paidfor the propertyreferredto in Article 1 of thepresentAgreement,
in an amount correspondingto such value of the said property, as shall be
assessedin thecourseof thenegotiationsenvisaged.

(d) The Governmentof Israel agreethe amount of compensationpayable
as a result of thenegotiationsshallbepaid in DeutscheMark outof the Deutsche
Mark Account of the Israel Mission with the Bank deutscherLander, or with
anycentralbank of issuewhich may takeits place. Suchamount shallnot be
subjectto the provisionsof the Agreementsigned today betweenthe State of
Israel andthe FederalRepublicof Germany,insofarasthesamerelateto theuse
of moneyspaid into the said Account of the Israel Mission.

Article 5

Thenegotiationsshall in no way affectagreementsconcluded,or currentor
future negotiationson the restitution of, or the paymentof compensationfor,
propertywithin the termsof Section2, paragraph(e) of the “GermanProperty
Law, 5710-1950“, which wasor is ownedby ecclesiasticalor charitableorganiza-
tions.

Article 6

The Governmentof Israelundertaketo makeavailableupon requestduring
the negotiationsall documentsat their disposalwhich may be of importancefor
the tracing of Germanpropertyor the assessmentof its value.

Article 7

Should the negotiationsnot lead to agreementwithin nine monthsfrom
their commencement,andafter examinationof all documentaryproofsubmitted,
theContractingPartieswill agreeon amediator. In the eventof the Contracting
Partiesfailing to reachagreementon the personof the mediator,they shallagree
to requestthe Sovereignof either Denmark, Norway or Swedento nominate
suchmediator. The ContractingPartiesundertaketo be boundby theproposals
of the mediator.
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IN FAITH WHEREOFthe undersignedrepresentativesduly authorizedthereto
havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE at Luxembourgthis tenth day of September,1952, in two originals,
in theEnglish language,onecopy of which shallbe furnishedto eachoneof the
ContractingParties.

For the Government For the Government
of Israel: of the Federal Republic

of Germany:
(Signed)G. JOSEPHTHAL (Signed)BöHM

SHINNAR
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