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No. 4674. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN FINLAND AND CANADA ON
VISA FACILITIES FOR FINNISH AND CANADIAN CITI-
ZENS. OTTAWA, 9 DECEMBER 1958

I
No. 46/2930

December9, 1958
Sir,

I havethe honourto refer to the ConventionbetweenFinland, Denmark,
Norway and Swedenfor the abolition of passportcontrol at the Inter-Nordic
frontiers which was signed at Copenhagenon July 12, 19572 and also to the
Exchangeof Notesbetweenthe Governmentof Canadaandthe Governmentof
Finlandwhich wassignedat Ottawaon December19, 1955 andJanuary9, 1956~
providing for the waiving of non-immigrant visa fees. In order to apply a
common policy on the requirementsfor visas with the other Governments
partiesto the Convention,the Governmentof Finlandproposesthat thefollow.
ing Agreementbe effectedbetweenour two Governments:

1. (a) Canadiancitizens who are bonafide non-immigrantsin possessionof valid
nationalpassports,and who enterFinlandfrom a countrywhich is not a party to the
above Convention,may without previously obtainingFinnish visas, visit Finlandfor
periodseachnotexceedingthreeconsecutivemonths,less the periodor periodsof stay
in oneor moreof the Nordic countriesduringthe six monthperiod immediatelyprior
to the entry into Finland;

(b) Canadiancitizenswho arebonafidenon-immigrantsin possessionof valid national
passports,andwho enterFinlandfromacountrywhichis apartyto theaboveConvention,
may, without previously obtaining Finnish irisas, visit Finland for periods of three
months,lesstheperiodor periodsof stayin oneor moreof theNordic countriesduring
the six monthsperiod immediatelyprior to entryinto Finland;

(c) Canadiancitizensunder (a) abovewho desireto extendtheir visits to Finland
beyondthe threemonth periodandCanadiancitizensunder(b) who, uponentryto Fin-
land or during their period of stay in Finlandreacha combinedperiod of stayin all
Nordic countriesof threemonths datingfrom the six month period prior to entry to
Finland, shall apply for residencepermits in Finland.

1 Cameinto force on 1 January1959, in accordancewith the provisionsof the said notes.
2 United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 322.
UnitedNations, Treaty Series,Vol. 305, p. 33.
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2. Finnish citizens, who are bona fide non-immigrants (visitors, not seeking
employmentnor permanentresidence)coming to Canadaandwho are in possessionof
valid nationalpassportswill receivefrom competentCanadianauthoritiesin Finland,
visas,freeof charge,valid for anunlimitednumberof entriesto Canadaduringtheperiod
of twelve monthsfrom thedateof issueof suchvisas.

3. (a) It is understoodthatthis Agreementdoesnot exemptCanadianandFinnish
citizenscoming respectivelyto Finland and to Canadafrom thenecessityof complying
with the laws and regulationsof thecountry concernedregardingthe entry, residence
(temporaryor permanent)andemploymentor occupationof foreignersandthatpersons
who areunableto satisfy the Immigration authoritiesthat they comply with theselaws
andregulationsareliable to be refusedleaveto enteror land.

(b) In thosecaseswherevisas,residenceandlabourpermits arestill required,they
will beissuedfree of charge.

If the Governmentof Canadais preparedto accept the foregoingprovi-
sions, I havethe honour to suggestthat this Note andyour reply theretoshall
constitutean Agreementbetweenour two Governmentswhich shall take effect
from January 1, 1959 and that this Agreementshall revoke the Agreement
between our two Governmentsconcludedby an Exchangeof Notes, dated
December19, 1955, andJanuary9, 1956,for the waiving of visa fees.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Sigurd vo~NUMERS
Chargé d’Affaires of Finland

The Hon. SidneySmith
Secretaryof Statefor ExternalAffairs
Ottawa

II

No. C-31
Ottawa, December9, 1958

Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceiptof your Note No. 46/2930 of
December 9, 1958, proposing an Agreementbetween the Government of
Canadaand the Government of Finland regarding visa requirements for
CanadianandFinnish citizens.
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Theproposalscontainedin your Note areacceptableto the Governmentof
CanadaandI confirm that your Note andthis reply shall constitutean Agree-
ment betweenour two Governmentsin the termsof your Note andrevokesthe
previousExchangeof Notes betweenour Governmentsdated December19,
1955, andJanuary9, 1956, to be effectivefrom January1, 1959.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Sidney SMITH

Secretaryof State for External Affairs

Dr. Sigurdvon Numers

Chargéd’Affaires
Legation of Finland
Ottawa
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