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No. 4711. AGREEMENT’ BETWEENTHE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,
CANADA, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, THE UNION
OF SOUTH AFRICA, INDIA AND PAKISTAN, THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY AND THE FRENCH
REPUBLIC IN REGARDTO WAR CEMETERIES,GRAVES
AND MEMORIALS OFTHE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
SIGNED AT BONN, ON 5 MARCH 1956

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada,
Australia,New Zealand,the Union of South Africa, India andPakistan(herein-
after referred to as the “ CommonwealthCountries“) of the first part, the
FederalRepublicof Germanyofthesecondpart,andtheFrenchRepublicofthe
third part,

Desiring to maintain with modifications the arrangementsprovided in
the Agreementsignedat Berlin on the 20th day of December,1935, between
the Governmentsof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Canada,Australia, New Zealand,the Union of SouthAfrica andIndia,
the German Governmentand the Governmentof the French Republic in
regardto War Graves(hereinafterreferredto as “ theAgreementof 1935 “) ;~

Desiring that arrangementsmay be completedconcerningthe Cemeteries,
Gravesand Memorialsof membersof the Armed Forcesof the Commonwealth
Countriesfallen as a result of theWars of 1914-18and1939-45and interred in
the Territory of the FederalRepublic of Germany;and

Desiring to makeprovision in regardto questionsaffecting GermanWar
Gravessituatedin War Cemeteriesin Francein the permanentcareon behalfof
the CommonwealthCountriesof the Imperial War GravesCommission(herein-
after referredto as “the Commission“),

Have agreedas follows:

Article 1

In thepresentAgreementtheexpression”CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,
GravesandMemorials” shall include thoserelatingto the War of 1914-18and
thoserelatingto theWar of 1939-45.

1 Caine into force on 12 June1957, in accordancewith theprovisionsof article5.
~Leagueof Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. CLXVII, p. 141.
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Article 2

Subjectto the provisionsof the presentAgreementthe futurearrangements
for thepermanentcareby the Commission,of CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,
Graves and Memorials in the Territory of the FederalRepublic of Germany,
shall be as stated in an Agreemententeredinto concurrentlywith the present
Agreementbetweenthe CommonwealthCountriesof the one part and the
Federal Republic of Germany of the other part (hereinafterreferred to as
“the new Agreement“).

Article 3

(1) The new Agreementshallincludeprovisionsto theeffect—
(a) that in place of the Mixed Committee appointedby the Commission

pursuantto the provisionsof the Agreementof 1935 the Commissionshall
appointa Joint Committeeto representthe Commissionin the Territory of
the Federal Republic of Germany in its relations with the appropriate
authorities;

(b) that the Committeereferredto in this Article of the presentAgreementshall
be composedof representativesof the CommonwealthCountriesandof the
FederalRepublic of Germany,but that, to facilitate the examinationand
solutionof questionsaffecting GermanWar Gravessituated in Common-
wealth War Cemeteriesin France, two representativesappointedby the
Commissionon the recommendationof the FrenchGovernmentshall be
invited to participatein proceedingsof the Committeeconcerningthe War
Gravesin question;

(c) that the two representativesof the FrenchGovernmentreferredto in this
Article of the presentAgreementshallconsistof onehonorarymemberand
oneofficial memberof the Committee.

(2) Therecommendationsof the FrenchGovernmentas to theappointment
of the representativesreferredto in this Article of the presentAgreementshall
be requestedandtransmittedthroughthe diplomaticchannel.

Article 4

This Agreementshall also apply in Land Berlin unlessthe Governmentof
the FederalRepublic of Germanyshall makea declaration1to the contraryto
each of the other ContractingPartieswithin threemonthsafter the entry into
force of the presentAgreement.

Article 5

As soonas theAgreementhasreceivedin theFederalRepublicof Germany
the assentrequiredunderthe Constitution,thedateof its entry into force shall

1
Accordingto theinformationprovidedby theUnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern

IrelandtheGovernmentof theFederalRepublicof Germanymadeno suchdeclaration.
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be fixed by an exchangeof Notes betweenthe Governmentof the Federal
Republic of Germanyand the Governmentsof the other ContractingParties.

IN WITNESS WHEBEOF the undersignedduly authorizedin that behalfhave
signedthe presentAgreementandaffixed theretotheir seals.

DONE at Bonn this fifth day of March, 1956, in threetexts in English,
GermanandFrench,all threetexts being equallyauthoritative,in a singlecopy
which shall be depositedin the archives of the Governmentof the Federal
Republicof Germanyandof which certified copiesshallbe transmittedby that
Governmentto eachof the otherContractingParties.
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