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No. 4721. CUSTOMS CONVENTION1 ON THE TEMPORARY
IMPORTATION OF COMMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES.
DONE AT GENEVA, ON 18 MAY 1956

The ContractingParties,

Desiring to facilitateinternationalroadtraffic,

Havingregard to the provisionsof the CustomsConventionon the Temporary
Importationof Private RoadVehicles, done at New York on 4 June1954,2

Desiring to apply similar provisions, so far as possible,to the temporaryun-
portationof commercialroadvehiclesand,in particular, to providefor the use, for
thosevehicles,of the Customsdocumentsprescribedfor privateroadvehicles,

Haveagreedas follows:

CHAPTERI

DEFINITIONS

Article 1

For the purposeof this Convention:

(a) The term “import dutiesand import taxes” shall meannot only Customs
dutiesbut alsoall dutiesandtaxeswhateverchargeableby reasonof importation;

(b) Theterm “vehicles”shallmeanall roadmotorvehiclesandall trailerswhich
can be coupledto suchvehicles(whetherimportedwith the vehicle or separateLy),
togetherwith their spareparts andtheir normalaccessoriesand equipment,when
importedwith the vehicle;

(c) The term “commercial use”shallmeanusefor the transportof personsfor
remuneration,reward or other considerationor for the industrial or commercial
transportof goodswith or without remuneration;

1 In accordancewith article 34, the Conventioncameinto force on 8 April 1959, the nine-
tieth day after the depositwith the Secretary-Generalof theUnited Nationsof the fifth instru-
ment of ratificationor accession(a) in respectof thefollowing Stateson behalfof whichtheinstru-
mentsweredepositedon thedatesindicated

Hungary 23 July 1957
Austria 13 November 1957
Sweden 16 January 1958
Spain 17 November 1958 (a)
Denmark 8 January 1959 (a)

In addition, the instrumentof accessionby Cambodiawas depositedon 8 April 1959, to take
effect on 7 July 1959.

UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 282, p. 249 ; Vol. 283, p. 360 ; Vol. 285, p. 383 ; Vol. 286,
p. 397; Vol. 287, p. 354; Vol. 299, p. 435; Vol. 300, p. 398; Vol. 302, p. 376; Vol. 304, p. 394;
Vol. 309, p. 375; Vol. 312, p. 429; Vol. 314, p. 361; Vol. 320, p. 349, andp. 382 of this volume.
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(d) The term “temporary importation papers” shall meanthe Customsdocu-
ment identifying the vehicleandprovidingevidenceof the guaranteeor depositof
import dutiesandimport taxes;

(e) The term “undertakings” shall mean commercialor industrial concerns,
whatevertheir legal status,andshall includenaturalpersonsengagedin commercial
or industrialactivities

(/) The term “persons” shall meanboth natural andlegal personsunlessthe
context otherwiserequires.

CHAPTERII

TEMPORARY IMPORTATION WITHOUT PAYMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES AND IMPORT TAXES

AND FREE OF IMPORT PROHIBITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

Article 2

1. Each of the ContractingParties shall grant temporaryadmissionwithout
payment of import dutiesand import taxesand free of import prohibitions and
restrictions,subjectto re-exportationandto the otherconditionslaid down in this
Convention,to vehiclesregisteredin the territory of any of the other Contracting
Partiesand importedand usedin internationalroad traffic for commercialuseby
undertakingsoperatingfrom that territory.

2. Suchvehiclesshallbecoveredby temporaryimportationpapersguaranteeing
paymentof import dutiesand import taxes,and if the caseshouldarise, of any
Customs penaltiesincurred, subject to the special provisions of paragraph4 of
article27.

3. Vehicleswhich are imported with a view to their being hired out after im-

portationshallnot beentitled to the benefitsof this Convention.

Article 3

1. Subjectto suchconditionsas theCustomsauthoritiesmayimpose,thedriver
andothermembersof the crewof the vehicleshall be allowedto import temporarily
a reasonablequantityof personaleffects,havingregardto the periodof stay in the
countryof importation.

2. Provisionsfor the journey andsmall quantitiesof tobacco,cigarsandciga-
rettesfor personalconsumption,shallbe admittedfree of import dutiesandimport
taxes.

Article ~

The fuel containedin the ordinary supplytanks of vehiclestemporarily im-
ported shallbe admittedwithout paymentof import dutiesand import taxesand
free of import prohibitionsandrestrictions. EachContractingParty may however
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fix maximum quantitiesfor the fuel so admitted into its territory in the supply
tanksof the vehiclestemporarilyimported.

Article 5

1. Componentparts importedfor the repair of a particular vehicle already
temporarily imported shall be admitted temporarily without payment of import
dutiesandimport taxesandfreeof importprohibitionsandrestrictions. Contracting
Partiesmayrequirethesepartsto becoveredby temporaryimportationpapers.

2. Replacedpartswhichare notre-exportedshallbeliable to import dutiesand
import taxesexceptwhere,in conformity with the regulationsof the countrycon-
cerned,they may be abandonedfree of all expenseto the Exchequeror destroyed,
underofficial supervision,at the expenseof the partiesconcerned.

Article 6

Temporary importation papers and international circulation paperssent to
associationsauthorizedto issuethe papersin questionby thecorrespondingforeign
associations,by internationalorganizationsor by the Customsauthoritiesof the
ContractingParties,shallbe admittedwithoutpaymentof importdutiesandimport
taxesandfree of import prohibitionsandrestrictions.

CHAPTER III

ISSUE OF TEMPORARY IMPORTATION PAPERS

Article 7

1. Subjectto suchguaranteesandundersuch conditionsas it may determine,
eachContractingParty may authorizeassociations,such as thoseaffiliated to an
internationalorganization,to issueeitherdirectly or throughcorrespondingassocia-
tions the temporaryimportationpaperscoveredby this Convention.

2. Temporaryimportationpapersmay be valid for asinglecountryor Customs
territory, or for severalcountriesor Customsterritories.

3. The period of validity of thesepapersshall not exceedone year from the
dateof issue.
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Article 8

1. Temporaryimportation papersvalid for the territoriesof all or severalof
theContractingPartiesshallbe known as “carnets de passagesendouane” and shall
conformto thestandardform containedin Annex 1~to this Convention.

2. If a carnet de passagesen douaneis not valid for one or severalterritories,
the issuingassociationshall indicatethe fact on the cover andon the importation
vouch~rsof the carnet.

3. Temporaryimportation papersvalid only for the territory of a singleCon-
tracting Party may conform to the standardform containedin Annex 22 or in
Annex 33 to this Convention. ContractingPartiesmay also useotherdocuments,
in accordancewith their legislationor regulations.

4. The period of validity of temporaryimportation papers,other than those
issuedby authorizedassociationsas providedfor in article7, shall be laid down by
eachContractingParty in accordancewith its legislation or regulations.

5. EachContractingParty shall, upon request,supplythe other Contracting
Partieswith modelsof temporaryimportationpapersvalid for its territory, other
than thoseappearingin theannexesto this Convention.

CHAPTERIV

PARTICULARSON TEMPORARY IMPORTATION PAPERS

Article 9

Temporaryimportationpapersissuedby authorizedassociationsshall be made
outin thenameof theundertakingsoperatingandtemporarilyimportingthevehicles.

Article 10

1. The weightto bedeclaredon temporaryimportationpapersis thenetweight
of the vehicles. It shall be expressedin the metricsystem. In the caseof papers
valid for onecountryonly, the Customsauthoritiesof that countrymay prescribe
theuseof anothersystem.

2. The value to be declaredon temporaryimportation papersvalid for one
countryonly shall be expressediii the currencyof that country. Thevalueto be
declaredon acarnet de passagesen douaneshallbe expressedin the currencyof the
countrywherethe carnet is issued.

1 Seep. 158 of this volume.
2 Seep. 166 of this volume.
~ Seep. 170 of this volume.
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3. The articlesandtool-kit which form the normal equipmentof vehiclesneed
not bespeciallydeclaredon the temporaryimportationpapers.

4. When the Customsauthoritiesso require,spareparts (suchas wheels,tyreS
andinnertubes)andaccessoriesnotconsideredasconstitutingthenormalequipment
of thevehicle(suchas radiosetsandluggagecarriers)shallbedeclaredon thetempo-
rary importationpaperswith the necessaryparticulars(suchas weight and value)
andshallbe producedon exit from the countryvisited.

5. Trailers shallbe coveredby separateimportationpapers.

Article 11

Any particularsinsertedon temporaryimportation papersby the issuingaSso-
ciationsmay be alteredonly with the approvalof the issuingor guaranteeingasso-
ciation. No alterationto the papersmay be madeafter they havebeenpassed
by the Customsauthoritiesof the countryof importationexceptwith theconsentof
thoseauthorities.

CHAPTERV

CONDITIONS OF TEMPORARY IMPORTATION

Article 12

Without prejudiceto the applicationof the provisionsof nationallegislations
enablingtheCustomsauthoritiesof the ContractingPartiesto refuseto allowvehicles
admittedundercoverof temporaryimportationpapersto be driven by personswho
havebeenguilty of seriousoffencesagainstthe Customsor fiscal laws or regulations
of the countryof temporaryimportation, vehiclesadmittedundercover of tempo-
rary importation papersmay be driven by personsduly authorizedby the holders
of the papers. The Customsauthoritiesof the ContractingPartiesshall havethe
right to requireevidencethat suchpersonshavebeenduly authorizedby the holders
of the papers;if this evidencedoesnot appearsufficient, the Customsauthorities
may refuseuseof thesevehiclesin their countryundercover of the papers.

Article 13

1. Vehiclesmentionedin temporaryimportationpapersshall be re-exportedin
the samegeneralstate,except for wear and tear, within the periodof validity of
suchpapers.

2. Evidenceof re-exportationshall be providedby the exit visa properly ap-
pendedto the temporaryimportation papersby the Customsauthorities of the
countryinto which thevehiclewas temporarilyimported.
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3. EachContractingPartyshallhavetheright to denythebenefitof temporary
importationwithout paymentof import dutiesandimport taxesandfree of import
prohibitionsandrestrictionsto, or to withdrawthatbenefitfrom, vehicleswhichare
used,evenoccasionally,for the purposeof picking up passengersor goodswithin
the frontiers of the country into which the vehicleis imported, for depositwithin
thosefrontiers.

4. A hired vehicle temporarily imported under the terms of this Convention
shallnot be re-hiredin the countryof temporaryimportationto any personsother
than the personswho hired it originally, andthe Customsauthoritiesof the Con-
tracting Partiesshall havethe right to require that such a vehicleshall be re-ex-
ported when the transportoperationsfor which it hasbeentemporarily imported
havebeencompleted.

Article 14

1. Notwithstandingthe requirementof re-exportationlaid down in article 13,
the re-exportationof badly damagedvehiclesshall not be required,in the caseof
duly authenticatedaccidents,providedthat the vehicles:

(a) Are subjectedto the import duties and import taxesto which they are
liable; or

(b) Are abandonedfree of all expenseto the Exchequerof the country into
which theywere importedtemporarily;or

(c) Are destroyed,underofficial supervision,at the expenseof the partiescon-
cerned,any salvagedparts andmaterialsbeing subjectedto the import dutiesand
import taxesto which they areliable,
as the Customsauthoritiesmay require.

2. Whena vehicletemporarily importedcannotbe re-exportedasa result of a
seizure,other thana seizuremadeat the suit of privatepersons,the requirement
of re-exportationwithin the periodof validity of the temporaryimportationpapers
shall besuspendedfor the durationof the seizure.

3. The Customsauthoritiesshall notify, so far as possible,to the guaranteeing
association,seizuresmadeby or on behalfof thoseCustomsauthoritiesof vehicles
admittedundercover of temporaryimportationpapersguaranteedby that associa-
tion andshall adviseit of the measurestheyintend to take.

Article 15

Personsentitled to temporaryimportationfacilities may, during the periodof
validity of temporaryimportationpapers,import thevehiclescoveredby thosepapers
as often as necessary,on condition that they haveeachpassage(entry and exit)
establishedby a visa of the Customsofficers concernedif the Customsauthorities
so require. Temporaryimportationpapersmay howeverbemadevalid for a single
journeyonly.

No. 4721
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Article 16

When temporary importation paperswithout detachablevouchers for eaqh
passageare used,the visas given by the Customs officers betweenthe first entry
andthe final exit are provisional. Nevertheless,whenthe lastvisa is a provisional
exit visa, it will be admitted as proof of the re-exportationof the vehicleor com-
ponentpartstemporarilyimported.

Article 17

Whentemporaryimportationpaperswith a detachablevoucherfor eachpassage
areused,eachentryvisaimplies thepassingof the documentby theCustomsauthor-
ities andeachsubsequentexit visaconstitutesits final discharge,exceptasprovided
in article18.

Article 18

When the Customsauthoritiesof a country havefinally and unconditionally
dischargedtemporaryimportationpaperstheycanno longerclaim from the guaran-
teeingassociationpaymentof import dutiesand import taxes,unlessthe certificate
of dischargewasobtainedimproperly or fraudulently.

Article 19

Visas on temporaryimportationpapersusedunderthe conditionslaid down in
this Conventionshallnot be subjectto the paymentof chargesfor Customsattend-
anceprovidedsuch visas are issuedat a Custom office or post during authorized
hours.

CHAPTER VI

EXTENSION OF VALIDITY AND RENEWAL OF TEMPORARY IMPORTATION PAPERS

Article 20

The lack of proof of re-exportationwithin the time allowedof vehiclestempo-
rarily importedshallbe disregardedwhenthe vehiclesare presentedto the Customs
authoritiesfor re-exportationwithin fourteendays from the expiry of the papers
andsatisfactoryexplanationsof the delayare given.
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Article 21

Eachof the ContractingPartiesshall recognizeas valid extensionsof validity
of carnetsde passagesen.donanegrantedby anotherContractingPartyin accordance
with theprocedurelaid downin Annex41 to this Convention.

Article 22

1. Requestsfor extensionof validity of temporaryimportationpapersshall be
presentedto the competentCustomsauthoritiesbefore the expiry of the periodof
validity of thesepapers,unlessthis is renderedimpossibleby force Inajeure. If the
temporaryimportation papershavebeenissuedby an authorizedassociation,the
requestfor extensionshall be madeby the associationwhich guaranteesthe papers.

2. Extensionsof time necessaryfor the re-exportationof vehiclesor component
partsimportedtemporarilyshallbegrantedwhenthepersonsconcernedcanestablish
to thesatisfactionof theCustomsauthoritiesthat theyarepreventedby forcemajeure
from re-exportingthe saidvehiclesor componentpartswithin the time allowed.

Article 23

Eachof the ContractingPartiesshall, unlessthe conditionsof temporaryad-
missionare no longersatisfied,authorize,subjectto whatevermeasuresof control it
may considernecessary,the renewalof temporary importation papersissued by
the authorized associationsand relating to vehiclesor componentparts tempo-
rarily importedinto its territory. Requestsfor renewalshall be presentedby the
guaranteeingassociation.

CHAPTER VII

REGULARIZATION OF TEMPORARY IMPORTATION PAPERS

Article 24

1. If temporaryimportation papershavenot been regularly discharged,the
Customsauthoritiesof the countryof importation shall (whetherthe papershave
expiredor not) acceptas evidenceof re-exportationof the vehicle or component
partsthepresentationof acertificatebasedon the standardform showninAnnex 52

to this Convention,issuedby an official authority (consul,Customs,police,mayor,
judicial officer, etc.), attestingthe facts that the vehicle or Componentparts in
questionhavebeen presentedto it and are outsidethe country of importation.

1 Seep. 176 of this volume.
Seep. 180 of this volume.
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The said Customs authorities may also accept any other documentaryevidence
that the vehicleor componentpartsare outsidethecountryof importation. In the
caseof papers,other than carnets de passagesen. douane,which havenot expired,
the said Customsauthorities may require the papersto be surrenderedto them
beforethe dateon which the Vehiclesin questionwere certified to be outsidethe
countryof temporaryimportation. In the caseof carnets,accountshall be taken,
as evidenceof re-exportationof thevehiclesor componentparts,of the visasentered
thereonby the Customsauthoritiesof countriessubsequentlyvisited.

2. In the caseof the destruction,lossor theft of temporaryimportationpapers
not regularly dischargedbut relating to vehiclesor componentparts which have
beenre-exported,the Customsauthoritiesof thecountryof importationshall accept
as proof of re-exportationthe presentationof certificatesbasedon the standard
form shown in Annex 5 to this Conventionissuedby an official authority (consul,
Customs,police, mayor, judicial officer, etc.), attestingthe facts that the vehicles
or componentpartsin questionhavebeenpresentedto it andare outsidethecountry
of importation after the dateof expiry of the papers. Theymay also acceptany
other documentaryevidencethat the vehiclesor componentparts are outsidethe
countryof importation.

3. In the caseof the destruction,lossor theft of carnetsde passagesen.douane
while vehiclesor componentparts to which they refer are in the territory of one
of the ContractingParties,theCustomsauthoritiesof thatParty shall, at therequest
of the associationconcerned,acceptreplacementdocuments,the validity of which
shallexpireon the dateof expiry of the validity of the carnetswhich they replace.
This acceptancewill annul the previousacceptanceof thecarnetsdestroyed,lost or
stolen. If, insteadof replacementdocuments,exportlicencesor similar documents
are issuedfor the re-exportationof the vehiclesor componentparts,the exit visas
on theselicencesor documentsshallbeconsideredassufficientproofof re-exportation.

4. If vehiclesare stolen after having been re-exportedfrom the country of
temporaryimportation, without the exit having been regularly endorsedon the
temporaryimportationpapersandin theabsenceof entryvisasonthe papersentered
thereonby the Customs authoritiesof countriessubsequentlyvisited, the papers
may neverthelessbe regularizedprovided that the guaranteeingassociationfur-
nishesthe paperstogetherwith suchevidenceof theft as may be consideredsuffi-
cient. If thetemporaryimportationpapershavenot expired, the Customsauthor-
ities may requiretheir surrender.

Article 25

In the casesreferredto in article 24, the Customsauthoritiesshall havethe
right to chargea regularizationfee.
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Article 26

Customsauthoritiesshallnot havethe right to require from the guaranteeing
associationpaymentof import dutiesand import taxeson vehiclesor component
parts temporarily importedwhen the non-dischargeof the temporaryimportation
papershasnot beennotified to the guaranteeingassociationwithin oneyearof the
dateof expiry of thevalidity of thosepapers.

Article 27

1. The guaranteeingassociationsshall havea periodof oneyear from the date
of notification of the non-dischargeof temporaryimportation papersin which to
furnish proof of the re-exportationof the vehiclesor componentparts in question
underthe conditionslaid down in this Convention.

2. If such proof is not furnishedwithin the time allowed, the guaranteeing
associationshall forthwith depositor payprovisionallythe import dutiesandimport
taxespayable. This depositor paymentshall become final after a period of one
year from the dateof the depositor provisionalpayment. During thelatterperiod,
the guaranteeingassociationmay still avail itself of the facilities providedby the
precedingparagraphwith a view to repaymentof the sumsdepositedor paid.

3. For countrieswhoseregulationsdo not providefor thedepositor provisional
paymentof import dutiesandimport taxes,paymentsmadein conformitywith the
provisionsof the precedingparagraphwill be regardedas final, it beingunderstood
that the sumspaid may be refundedwhenthe conditionslaid down in this article
are fulfilled.

4. In the caseof thenon-dischargeof temporaryimportationpapers,the guar-
anteeingassociationshall not be requiredto pay a sumgreaterthan the total of
the import dutiesand import taxesapplicableto the vehiclesor componentparts
notre-exported,togetherwith interestif applicable.

Article 28

The provisionsof this Conventiondo not affect the right of the Contracting
Parties,in the eventof fraud,contraventionor abuse,to takeproceedingsagainst
holdersof, or the personsusing, temporaryimportationpapers,for the recoveryof
the import dutiesandimport taxesandalso to imposeanypenaltiesto which such
personshaverenderedthemselvesliable. In suchcases,the guaranteeingassocia-
tions shall lendtheir assistanceto the Customsauthorities.
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CHAPTER VIII

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Article 29

The ContractingPartiesshall endeavournot to introduceCustomsprocedures
which might havethe effect of impedingthe developmentof internationalcommer-
cial roadtraffic.

Article 30

In order to expediteCustomsprocedurescontiguousContractingPartiesshall
endeavourto placetheir respectiveCustomsoffices andpostsclose togetherandto
keepthem openduring the samehours.

Article 31

Any breachof theprovisionsof thisConvention,anysubstitution,falsedeclara-
tion or act having the effect of causinga personor an article improperly to benefit
from thesystemof importationlaid downin thisConvention,mayrendertheoffender
liable in the countrywherethe offencewas committedto the penaltiesprescribed
by the laws of that country.

Article 32

Nothing in this Conventionshall prevent ContractingParties which form a
Customs or economicunion from enactingspecialprovisions applicableto under-
takingsoperatingfrom the countriesforming that union.

CHAPTER IX

FINAL PROVISION5

Article 33

1. Countriesmembersof the EconomicCommissionfor Europeand countries
admitted to the Commissionin aconsultativecapacityunderparagraph8 of the
Commission’stermsof reference,maybecomeContractingPartiesto thisConvention

(a) By signing it;
(b) By ratifying it aftersigning it subjectto ratification;

(a) By accedingto it.
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2. Suchcountriesas mayparticipatein certainactivitiesof theEconomicCom-
mission for Europein accordancewith paragraph11 of the Commission’sterms
of referencemaybecomeContractingPartiesto this Conventionby accedingthereto
after its entryinto force.

3. The Conventionshall be openfor signatureuntil 31 August 1956 inclusive.
Thereafter,it shall beopen for accession.

4. Ratification or acáessionshall be effectedby the depositof an instrument
with theSecretary-Generalof the UnitedNations.

Article 34

1. This Conventionshall come into force on the ninetieth day after five of the
countriesreferredto in article33, paragraph1, havesignedit without reservation
of ratification or havedepositedtheir instrumentsof ratificationor accession.

2. Forany countryratifying or accedingto it afterfive countrieshavesignedit
without reservationof ratificationor havedepositedtheir instrumentof ratification
or accession,this Conventionshall enterinto force on the ninetieth day after the
saidcountryhasdepositedits instrumentof ratification or accession.

Article 35

1. Any ContractingParty may denouncethis Conventionby so notifying the
Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations.

2. Denunciationshall takeeffect fifteen monthsafter the dateof receiptby the
Secretary-Generalof the notification of denunciation.

3. Thevalidity of temporaryimportationpapersissuedbeforethedatewhenthe
denunciationtakeseffect shall not be affected therebyand the guaranteeof the
associationshall hold good. Extensionsgrantedin accordancewith the conditions
laid down in article21 of this Conventionshall similarly remainvalid.

Article 36

ThisConventionshallceaseto haveeffectif, foranyperiodof twelveconsecutive
monthsafterits entryinto force, the numberof ContractingPartiesis less than five.

Article 37

1. Any countrymay,at the time of signing this Conventionwithout reservation
of ratification or of depositingits instrumentof ratification or accessionor at any
time thereafter,declareby notification addressedto the Secretary-Generalof the
United Nations that this Conventionshall extendto all or any of the territories
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for the internationalrelations of which it is responsible. The Conventionshall
extendto the territoryor territoriesnamedin the notification as from the ninetieth
day after its r~ceiptby the Secretary-General,or, if on that day the Convention
hasnot yet enteredinto force, at the time of its entry into force.

2. Any countrywhich hasmadea declarationunder the precedingparagraph
extendingthis Convention to any territory for whoseinternationalrelations it is
responsiblemay denouncethe Conventionseparatelyin respectof that territory in
accordancewith theprovisionsof article35.

Article 38

1. Any disputebetweentwo or moreContractingPartiesconcerningthe inter-
pretationor application of this Conventionshall so far as possiblebe settledby
negotiationbetweenthem.

2. Any disputewhich is not settledby negotiationshall be submittedto arbi-
tration if any one of the Contracting Partiesin disputeso requestsand shall be
referredaccordingly to one or more arbitratorsselectedby agreementbetweenthe
Partiesin dispute. If within threemonths from the dateof the requestfor arbi-
tration thePartiesin disputeareunableto agreeon theselectionof anarbitratoror
arbitrators,any of thosePartiesmay requestthe Secretary-Generalof the United
Nationsto nominatea singlearbitrator to whom the disputeshall be referredfor
decision.

3. The decisionof the arbitratoror arbitratorsappointedunder the preceding
paragraphshall be bindingon the ContractingPartiesin dispute.

Article 39

1. EachContractingParty may, at the time of signing, ratifying, or acceding
to, this Convention,declarethat it doesnotconsideritself as boundby article38 of
the Convention. Other Contracting Parties shall not be bound by article 38 in
respectof any ContractingPartywhich has enteredsucha reservation.

2. Any Contracting Party having entered a reservationas provided for in
paragraph1 may at any time withdraw suchreservationby notifying theSecretary-
Generalof the United Nations.

3. No otherreservationto this Conventionshall be permitted.

Article 40

1. After this Conventionhas beenin force for three years, any Contracting
Party may,by notification to the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations,request
that aconferencebe convenedfor the purposeof reviewingthe Convention. The
Secretary-Generalshall notify all ContractingParties of the requestand a review
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conferenceshall be convenedby the Secretary-Generalif, within a period of four
monthsfollowing the dateof notification by theSecretary-General,not less thanone
third of the ContractingPartiesnotify him of their concurrencewith the request.

2. If aconferenceis convenedin accordancewith the precedingparagraph,the
Secretary-Generalshallnotify all the ContractingPartiesandinvite them to submit
within a periodof threemonthssuch proposalsas they may wish the Conference
to consider. The Secretary-Generalshall circulate to all Contracting Parties the
provisional agendafor the conferencetogetherwith the textsof suchproposalsat
leastthreemonthsbeforethe dateon which theconferenceis to meet.

3. The Secretary-Generalshall invite to anyconferenceconvenedin accordance
with this article all countriesreferredto in article33, paragraph1, andcountries
whichhavebecomeContractingPartiesunderarticle33,paragraph2.

Article 41

1. Any ContractingParty may proposeoneor moreamendmentsto this Con-
vention. The text of anyproposedamendmentsshall betransmittedto the Secre-
tary-Generalof the United Nationswho shall transmitit to all ContractingParties
and inform all other countriesreferredto in article33, paragraph1.

2. Any proposedamendmentcirculated in accordancewith the preceding
paragraphshall be deemedto be acceptedif no ContractingParty expressesan
objection within a period of six months following the date of circulation of the
proposedamendmentby theSecretary-General.

3. The Secretary-Generalshall,assoonaspossible,notify all CdntractingParties
whetheran objectionto the proposedamendmenthasbeenexpressed. If anobjec-
tion to theproposedamendmenthasbeenexpressed,theamendmentshallbedeemed
not to havebeenacceptedandshall beof no effect whatever. If no suchobjection
hasbeenexpressedtheamendmentshallenterinto force for all ContractingParties
threemonthsaftertheexpiry of the periodof six monthsreferredto in the preceding
paragraph.

4. Independentlyof the amendmentprocedurelaid down in paragraphs1, 2
and3 of this article, the annexesto this Conventionmaybe modifiedby agreement
betweenthe competentAdministrationsof all the ContractingParties. The Secre-
tary-Generalshall fix the dateof entry into force of the new texts resulting from
suchmodifications.

Article 42

In additionto thenotificationsprovidedfor in articles40 and41, the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nationsshall notify the countriesreferredto in article 33,
paragraph1, andthecountrieswhichhavebecomeContractingPartiesunderarticle
33,paragraph2, of:
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(a) Signatures,ratificationsandaccessionsunderarticle33;

(b) Thedatesof entryinto forceof thisConventionin accordancewith article34;

(a) Denunciationunderarticle35;
(d) The terminationof this Conven’tionin accordancewith article36;

(e) Notifications receivedin accordancewith article37;

(f) Declarationsandnotificationsreceivedin accordancewith article39, para-
graphs1 and2;

(g) The entry into force of any amendmentin accordancewith article 41.

Article 43

As soonasacountrywhich is aContractingParty to the Agreementproviding
for the ProvisionalApplication of the Draft InternationalCustomsConventionson
Touring, on Commercial Road Vehicles, and on the InternationalTransportof
Goodsby Road doneat Genevaon 16 June1949’ becomesa ContractingParty to
this Convention,it shall takethemeasuresrequiredby article IV of that Agreement
to denounceit asregardstheDraft InternationalCustomsConventionon Commercial
RoadVehicles.2

Article 44

The Protocolof Signature3of this Conventionshall havethe sameforce, effect
anddurationastheConventionitself of which it shall be consideredto bean integral
part.

Article 45

After 31 August 1956, the original of this Conventionshall be depositedwith
the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations, who shall transmit certified true
copiesto eachof the countriesmentionedin article33, paragraphs1 and2.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned,being duly authorizedthereto, have
signedthis Convention.

DONE at Geneva,this eighteenthday of May one thousandnine hundredand
fifty-six, in a single copy in the English and Frenchlanguages,eachtext being
equallyauthentic.

1 UnitedNations,Treely Series,Vol. 45, p. 149; Vol. 51, p. 331; Vol. 65, p. 319; Vol. 67,
p. 353; Vol. 68, p. 279; Vol. 71, p. 326; Vol. 73, p. 272; Vol. 76, p. 278; Vol. 101, p. 289;
Vol. 121, p. 329; Vol. 127, p. 331 ; Vol. 185, p. 394; Vol. 212, p. 296; Vol. 257, p. 361 ; Vol. 304,
p. 348; Vol. 313, p. 336; Vol. 320, p. 324, andVol. 324.

2 UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 45, p. 163.
Seep. 182 of this volume.

No. 4721



154 United Nations— Treaty Series 1959

ForAlbania: Pourl’Albanie:

ForAustria: Pourl’Autriche:

Sousreservede ratification’

Dr. JosefSTANGELBERGER

ForBelgium: Pourla Belgique:

Sonsreservede ratification’

LEROY

ForBulgaria: PourIaBulgarie:

For Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re- Pourla RépubliqueSocialisteSoviétique
public: de Biélorussie:

ForCzechoslovakia: PourIa Tchécoslovaquie:

For Denmark: Pourle Danemark:

For the FederalRepublic of Germany: Pour la Republique Fédérale d’Alle-
magne:

Subjectto ratification2

Rudolf STEG

1 Subject to ratification.
~ Sousreservederatification.
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ForFinland:

ForFrance:

For Greece:

ForHungary:

ForIceland:

ForIreland:

Pourla Finlande:

- Pourla France:

Sonsreservede ratification’

DE CURTON

Pourla Grèce:

Pourla Hongrie:

Sonsreservede ratification’

Simon FERENCZ

Pourl’Islande:

Pourl’Irlande:

Pourl’Itaiie:

Sousreservede ratification’

NOTARANGELI

ForLuxembourg

Subjectto ratification.

Pourle Luxembourg:

Sousreservede ratificatiou’

R. LOGELIN

ForItaly:
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Forthe Netherlands: Pourles Pays-Bas:

Pourle Royaumeen Europe1

Sousreservede ratification2

W. H. J. VAN ASCH VAN WIJcK

ForNorway: Pourla Norvege:

For Poland: PourIa Pologne:

Sonsreservederatificationet sonsreserveque
le Gouvernementde la RepubliquePopulairede
Polognene seconsidèrepaslie parl’article 38 dela
Convention3

JerzyKOSZYK

ForPortugal: Pourle Portugal:

ForRomania: Pourla Roumanie:

ForSpain: Pourl’Espagne:

ForSweden: Pourla Suede:

Sonsreservede ratification2

G. DR SYDOW

1 For theRealmin Europe.
~ Subjectto ratification.
2 Subjectto ratification and subjectto thereservationthat theGovernmentof thePeople’s

Republicof Polanddoesnot consideritself as boundby article38 of theConvention.
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For Switzerland: Pourla Suisse:

Sousreservede ratification’

Ch. LENZ

ForTurkey: Pourla Turquie: -

For Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub- PourIa RepubliqueSocialisteSovietique
lic: d’Ukraine:

For the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- Pourl’Union desRepubliquesSocialistes
publics: Sovietiques:

Forthe United Kingdom of GreatBrit- Pour le Royanme-Unide Grande-Bre-

am andNorthernIreland: tagneet d’Irlande du Nord’

Subjectto ratification2

JamesC. WARDROP

For the UnitedStatesof America: PourlesEtats-Unisd’Amérique:

ForYugoslavia: Pourla Yougoslavie:

‘ Subjectto ratification.

2 Sousreservederatification.

N’ 4721



158 United Nations— Treaty Series 1959

ANNEX 1

“CARNET DE PASSAGESEN DOUANE”

The carnetis issuedin French.

The dimensionsare 22 x 27 cm.
The issuing associationshall insert its nameon eachvoucherand shall include the

initials of the international organizationto which it belongs.
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[Reverseside of insertpages]

I declare that the particulars overleaf
are true and correct, that I am normally
resident outside the country of importa-
tion, that I am visiting that country only
for a temporary period, that I will comply
with all Customs conditions and require-
ments regarding the temporary importa- -

tion of vehicles/trailers and that I will re-
export the vehicle/trailer referred to over-
leaf within the period of validity of this
document.

[Holder’s signature]

[Pages3 and 4. of the cover]

The following information is provided by the issuing association to motorists.
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ANNEX 3

DIPTYCH

The diptych is printed in the national languagesof the two countries to which it
relates.

The dimensionsare 11 x 24.5 cm.

The diptych comprises:

(1) A counterfoilwith a detachablesticker,
(2) Holder’s voucher with a certificate of identification,

models of which arecontainedin the presentannex.

Thediptychdispenseswith the passingof the documentby theCustomsauthorityof
the country of importation and with entry and exit visas. The document is used as
follows

The diptych is issuedby the authorized associationof the country of registration of
the vehicle. The counterfoil is retained by the issuing association. The detachable
sticker is affixed to the windscreenof the vehicle.

The voucheris given to the holder who mustreturn it to the issuingassociationwith
the certificate of identification duly completed, within fifteen days from the date of
expiry of the document.

A list of all documents which expired in the preceding month and which have not
been regularized is submitted by the issuingassociationto the Customs authorities of its

country for transmission to the Customsauthorities of the country of temporary importa-
tion. The guaranteeingassociationof the country of temporary importation is responsible
for the payment of import duties and import taxesclaimedby the Customs authorities.

The sticker, affixed to the windscreenofthe ~vehicle,enablestheCustomsauthorities of
the exit office and of the office of entry into the country of temporary importation to see
immediately that the vehicle is coveredby a Customs passthe presentationof which they
may, if necessary,require.

Nq 4721



Issuing ansociation

Il
I

Document authorizing the
temporary importationieto

of the DIPTYCH No. _______
motor vehicle registeredin

/
VALID until

Holder
(block

Normal reotdence lette..)

or buninesaaddress .

For a MOTOR VEHICLR driven by internal com-
bustion, electricity. steam:TRAILER lobe

Type (car, bu,, lorry, yan, tractor, motorcycle with words not
or without sidecar,cyclewith auxiliary engine) appl,cable

Registered in under No

MakeChassIs
iNo

Make

No
Engine

Numberofcyliodrrs
Horseporver

Type or shape
colour

Coachwork Uphololery
Number oftrots or carrying

rapacity

Sparetyrea
Radio (indicate make)
Other particulars

Net weightof vehicle In kg.
Value of vehicle..

lnauing assOciation,.,,,,,,,,,,.,.,..,,,

I I
Docoment authorizing the
temporary importation into

of the DIPTYCR No. _______
motor vehicleregistered in

/
VALID until

Holder
(blockNormal reotdence letters)

or businessaddress

For a MOTOR VEHICLE driven by internal corn.
bustion, electricity. steam;TRAILER e etc

Type (car, bus, lorry, van, tractor, motorcycle with wor 5 not
or without sidecar,cyclewith auxiliary engine) appitcabte

Registeredin under No

chassis Make

jNo

Malt,

No

Engine Number of cylinders

Horse power

Type or shape,,.

Colour
Coachwork Upholstery

Number of seatsor carrying
capacity

Spare tyrea
Radio (indicate make)
Other particulars

Netweight ofvehicle In kg. .

Value of vehicle . .

This vehicle is imported subject to the holder’o obligation to
re-export it by the dalespecitledaboveand to comply with the
Custom

9
lawsand regulations relatingto the temporary admi,sion

of motor vehiclesin thecountries vtsited, under thegoarontee
of (theguaranteeiegassociation)
in virtue of an undertaking which the latter asnociatiotshon
given to theCustomsauthorities.

. — .... the..........,,,,., 19...

0
Signature of the Secretaryof theguaranteeing association

Signature of holder.,,,,,.,...,,.,,.,,,,,,...,,...,
On theexpiry of this voucher the holder most arrange for com-
pletion of the idrntiflcation certilirale on the reverse side and
return thevolet to theissuingassociation.
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[Cover pages]

Spacereservedfor indication of the two countries jointly authorizing theuseof the diptych

for vehicles registered in one of them to be temporarily imported into the other and vice versa.
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[Inside pages]

IDENTIFICATION CERTIFICATE I hereby undertake to comply ‘with the Customs iawn and
regulations relating to temporary impartation iOto

To becompletedbyon,atthe a,,thecidr, indicatedbelow and entarned . subject to the legal penalties,
to theitsotegns,ociatiaoonnopieytIthe holdrr’s v000hre. and to arrange for this tourism docament to be authorized by

the 19 . . ,

The holdel’
We theundersigned

S,gnatu,e

(1) ...—....,....—.—,..

The issuingassociationguaranteestheundertakings givenabove
......... .. ......,... to the full extentof the duties and taxation applicable to the

vehicledescribedand in respectof which this documrnt is issued.

certify that thevehicle described on the reverse side, was pre-
sentedfor our inspection this day (2)

the property ofMr.

Signature and slain/a

residentat

In witness whereofweh~v~mooed this rertiScate.

We have this day destroyed the sticker affloed to the said
vehiclO.

Stamp ~

Signature

Ill cu,,sosofficer, mnyer, commissioerrof policeor at gen.larnt,rie,oota,y,roar, satin! or any o,hor departmental official entitled to aleno
offinial otsntp.

(2) Tim description ot thevehietn is to hevenlied in ttl puetinatarsand soy
dtscrrpnncaes outed.

No- 4721
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ANNEX 4

EXTENSION OF VALIDITY OF THE “CARNET DE PASSAGESEN DOUANES”

1. The stamp for extension of validity shall conform to the model containedin the
presentannex.

The stamp shall be drawn up in French. The inscribed wording may be repeatedin
another language.

2. The following procedure shall be observedby the person requestingthe extension
and by the guaranteeing association dealing with the request:

(a) As soonas the holder of a carnetdepassagesendouanerealizesthat he is obliged
to requestan extensionof the periodof validity of the document,he sendsto the guar-
anteeingassociationthe carnet and a request for extension, indicating the circumstances
which oblige him to make the request. He will submit with his request, as supporting
evidence,such papers as a medièalcertificate, a statement from the garagerepairing his
vehicle, or. any other authentic document showing that the delay in question is caused
by force majeure.

(b) If the guaranteeing association considersthat the request for extension might be
passed on to the Customs authorities, it stamps the cover of the carnet de passagesen
douanein the spacespeciallyreservedfor thispurpose.

(c) In the left-hand side of the stamp the guaranteeingassociationfills in the date, in
figures and words, until which the extension is requested. The President or represen-
tative of the associationsigns and the stamp of the association is affixed.

(d) The length of the extensionmust not exceeda reasonableperiod necessaryto
completethe journey, and should’ ‘not normally exceedthree months from the previous
dateof expiryof the carnet.

(e) The guaranteeing association then sendsthe carnet ,to the competent Customs
authorityof its country. The requestmadeby the holder of the carnetand the supporting
evidenceare attachedto the carne~.

(f) The Customs authority decideswhether the extension shall be granted. It may
reducethe period ofextensionrequested,or refuseto grant any extension. If it is granted,
thecompetentCustomsofficer completesthe stamp placed on the coverof the carnetby the
guaranteeing association,by adding a serial or registry number, the place and date and
his own official position. He then signs and adds the Customs stamp.

(g) Thecarnetisthenreturnedto theguaranteeingassociation,whichin turn returns

it to the person concerned.
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to

Country

Guaranteeingassociation

The extensionof validity for all countrieswherethis

carnct is valid, is requesteduntil

(ill figuresand words)

the 19....

Stamp of the
guaranteeing
association

signature of the
Presidentor representative

of the guaranteeing
association

No

Extensiongranteduntil

(in figuresandwords)

the 19....

Signatureandofficial position
of the Customsofficer
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ANNEX 5

MODEL CERTIFICATE FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF UNDISCHARGED,
DESTRO~ED,LOST OR STOLEN TEMPORARY IMPORTATION PAPERS

(This certificate must be completed either by a Consular authority of the country in which the papers
uhould have been discharged, or by an offirial authority (Customs, police, mayor, judicial officer, etc.)

of the country in which the vehicle isexamined).

[name of country]

The undersignedauthority -. — .,

certifies that this day 19 [date to be givenin full]

a vehicle was produced at [place and country]

by ....._. [name, christian name and address]
which wasfound on examination to be of the following description:

Type of vehicle (car, bus,etc.)

Registeredin under No

Chassis ~(Make
~ No

(Make

)NoEngine
Number of cylinders

!, Horse power

Type or shape

Colour .~

Coachwork
Upholstery
Number of seats

or carrying capacity

Spare tyres ..__._~..

Radio(indicate make)
Other particulars *

(Thin examination hasbccn madeon presentationof thefollowing temporary
3 importation papersissuedfor the abovevehicle

As 1st formula ~
applicable I (carItCi or triptych reference number, date and place of Issue; name of

\ issuingbody)
2nd formula No temporary importation paperswere produced

O
Signed at

on the .. ..Stamp
Signature(s) .

Oflicial position .

No. 4721
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PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE

At the time of signing the Conventionof this day’s date,’ the undersigned,
duly authorized,make thefollowing declarations:

1. The terms of thisConventionsetoutminimumfacilities. It is not theinten-
tion of the ContractingPartied to restrict the wider facilitieswhich are grantedor
may be granted by certain of them in respectof internationalroadtransport.

2. The terms of this Conventionshall not preclude the application of other
national or conventionalprovisionsconcerningroadtransport.

3. The ContractingPartiesreservethe right to grant the sameadvantagesto
vehiclesimportedby undertakingsoperatingfrom territoriesotherthanthoseof the
ContractingParties.

4. The Contracting Parties recognizethat the satisfactoryoperationof this
Conventionrequirestheprovisionof facilities to the authorizedassociationsfor:

(a.) The transferof the currencynecessaryfor the paymentof import duties
andimport taxesclaimedby Customsauthoritiesof oneof the ContractingParties
for non-dischargeof the temporaryimportationpaperscoveredby this Convention;

(b) The transferof currencywhenrepaymentof import dutiesor import taxes
is madein accordancewith the arrangementslaid down.in article 27 of this Con-
vention; and

(c) The transferof currencyfor paymentfor temporaryimportation or inter-
nationalcirculationpaperssentto the authorizedassociationsby the corresponding
associationsor federations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned,being duly authorizedthereto, have
signed this Protocol.

DONE at Geneva,this eighteenthdayof May one thousandnine hundredand
fifty-six, in a single copy in the English and French languages,eachtext being
equallyauthentic.

SIGNATURES

[The sigisaturesfollowiug the Protocol of �ignatureare the sameas those which follow
the Conventiou;seepp.154to 157 of this volume.]

1 Seep. 124 of this volume.
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