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[TRANSLATION   TRADUCTION]

No. 5262. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF 
SWEDEN AND THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY CON 
CERNING TRANSIT TRAFFIC VIA PORTS IN THE 
TRONDHEIM FIORD. SIGNED AT OSLO, ON 9 MARCH 
1956

The Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of Norway have decided to 
conclude an agreement for the purpose of increasing the transport capacity of 
goods traffic to and from Sweden via ports in the Trondheim Fiord.

They have for that purpose appointed as their plenipotentiaries :

His Majesty the King of Sweden :
Mr. Hans W. Ahlmann, His Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

at Oslo;

His Majesty the King of Norway :
Mr. Halvard Lange, His Minister for Foreign Affairs,

who, having examined each other's full powers, found in good and due form, 
have agreed upon the measures described below.

Article 1
The Norwegian and Swedish roads at present having their terminal points 

at Turifoss on the Norwegian side, and at Enafors on the Swedish side, shall be 
connected by a new road crossing the frontier near Storlien and from there 
following the Norwegian river valley down to Turifoss. In addition, the portion 
of road between Stj rdal and Turifoss shall be reconstructed.

The road standards shall conform to those laid down in the report of the 
Swedish and Norwegian negotiating delegations, dated 5 March 1955 and 
annexed hereto.2

The road construction costs shall be shared in accordance with the proposals 
set forth in the aforesaid report.

Article 2
To facilitate rail transport along the line known as the Mer ker railway 

connecting Trondheim and Storlien, the charges for the conveyance by rail of 
goods in transit via Storlien shall be fixed in such a way as to eliminate, so far as 
practicable, the disadvantage in calculating charges represented by the State 
frontier.

1 Came into force on 1 July 1956, the first day of the month following the exchange of the 
instruments of ratification in accordance with article 8. The instruments of ratification were ex 
changed at Oslo on 25 June 1956.

* Not reproduced in the copies of the Agreement transmitted for registration.
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To that end, the railway administrations of the two contries have agreed to 
reduce the freight charges on the Norwegian portion of the line, so that the 
shipper obtains at least the same percentage reduction as that to which he would 
be entitled according to the Norwegian rates if the freight charges were calculated 
for the entire distance instead of for each portion of the line separately, and 
likewise as regards the Swedish portion of the line, according to the Swedish 
rates up to a distance of about 500 kilometres.

The reductions in freight charges thus agreed upon entered into force on 
1 August 1955.

Article 3

The Norwegian Government declares its willingness, within the limits of its 
competence, to grant to any company or companies representing Swedish 
interests concessions for the acquisition of such land and water areas as are 
necessary for the construction of an oil port with tank space in the mountains at 
Muruvik and a similar depot for receiving and storing oil at Langstein, and, in 
addition, to grant the necessary concessions and permits for the construction of 
the aforesaid oil installations and for building wharves in conjunction therewith.

The Norwegian Government shall also give favourable consideration to 
other questions that might arise in connexion with the establishment and 
operation of the installations.

The installations are intended for the transit of oil. In times when the port 
is closed off, or by special permission of the Norwegian authorities, the instal 
lations may also be used for other goods.

Transit via the installations shall be handled by a Norwegian firm by 
agreement with the company representing Swedish interests.

Article 4

The Norwegian Government declares that, in principle, it has no objection 
to oil pipelines being laid in Norwegian territory for the transit of oil from the 
aforesaid oil installations to Sweden.

If there is any wish on the part of Sweden to raise the question of laying oil 
pipelines, special negotiations shall be initiated between the Swedish and 
Norwegian Governments with a view to agreeing on the specific conditions for 
carrying out such a project.

Article 5

The Norwegian Government declares that it will not impede the use of the 
installations and transport routes referred to in this Agreement for the transit of 
goods to Swedish territory, even in times when the port is closed off.
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Article 6
This Agreement shall be concluded for a period of twenty-five years.
If the Agreement is not denounced by either Party five years before the 

expiry of that period, it shall be renewed for a further period of twenty-five 
years, and so on.

If changed circumstances make it necessary to amend or supplement the 
Agreement, negotiations shall be initiated at the request of either Party.

Article 7
This Agreement shall be ratified, on the part of Sweden, by His Majesty the 

King of Sweden with the consent of the Riksdag and, on the part of Norway, by 
His Majesty the King of Norway with the consent of the Storting. The 
instruments of ratification shall be exchanged at Oslo.

Article 8
This Agreement shall enter into force at the beginning of the calendar 

month next following the exchange of the instruments of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the plenipotentiaries of the two States have signed this 
Agreement and have thereto affixed their seals.

DONE at Oslo, on 9 March 1956, in duplicate in the Swedish and Norwegian 
languages, both texts being equally authentic.

Hans W. AHLMANN 
[L.S.]

Halvard LANGE 
[L.S.]
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ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL1 TO THE AGREEMENT OF 
9 MARCH 19562 BETWEEN SWEDEN AND NORWAY 
CONCERNING TRANSIT TRAFFIC VIA PORTS IN 
THE TRONDHEIM FIORD. SIGNED AT OSLO, ON 
18 JANUARY 1957

The Swedish and the Norwegian Governments have agreed that article 6, 
first paragraph, of the Agreement of 9 March 19562 between Sweden and Norway 
concerning transit traffic via ports in the Trondheim Fiord shall be amended to 
read as follows :

" This Agreement shall be concluded for a period of fifty years. " 

DONE at Oslo on 18 January 1957 in the Swedish and Norwegian languages.

Rolf EDBERG 
[L.S.]

Halvard LANGE 
[L.S.]

EXCHANGE OF NOTES

Oslo, 18 January 1957 
Sir,

With reference to the discussions relating to the application of the Agree 
ment of 9 March 19562 concerning transit traffic via ports in the Trondheim 
Fiord, I have the honour to confirm that the Norwegian and the Swedish 
Governments have agreed as follows :

1. The Norwegian State shall, by agreement with the Swedish State 
company mentioned in article 3 of the aforesaid Agreement, acquire rights of 
ownership over the land and water areas referred to in that article. The cost of 
acquiring those areas shall be borne by the company.

2. The Norwegian State shall grant usufructuary rights over the aforesaid 
areas to the Swedish company free of charge, for the duration of the Agreement.

1 Came into force on 18 January 1957 by signature. 
* See p. 294 of this volume.
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3. Upon the termination of the Agreement, the Norwegian State shall be 
entitled to purchase the installations which the Swedish company has constructed 
on the areas pursuant to article 3 of the Agreement.

4. The guiding principles for the application of the Agreement stated in 
paragraphs 1 to 3 above shall be elaborated in greater detail in a contract between 
the Norwegian State and the Swedish company, which shall also include the 
further provisions necessary in the light of those principles to determine the legal 
relationship between the Norwegian State and the Swedish company both while 
the Agreement is in force and upon its termination.

I have the honour to be, etc.

Rolf EDBERG

II

Oslo, 18 January 1957 
Sir,

With reference to the discussions relating to the application of the Agreement 
of 9 March 1956 concerning transit traffic via ports in the Trondheim Fiord, I 
have the honour to confirm that the Norwegian and the Swedish Governments 
have agreed as follows :

[See note /] 

I have the honour to be, etc.

Halvard LANGE
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