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No. 6839. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING1 BE 
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS REGARD 
ING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DIRECT COM 
MUNICATIONS LINK. SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON 
20 JUNE 1963

For use in time of emergency the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics have 
agreed to establish as soon as technically feasible a direct communications link 
between the two Governments.

Each Government shall be responsible for the arrangements for the link on 
its own territory. Each Government shall take the necessary steps to ensure 
continuous functioning of the link and prompt delivery to its head of govern 
ment of any communications received by means of the link from the head of 
government of the other party.

Arrangements for establishing and operating the link are set forth in the 
Annex which is attached hereto and forms an integral part hereof.

DONE in duplicate in the English and Russian languages at Geneva, 
Switzerland, this 20th day of June, 1963.

For the Government For the Government 
of the United States of America : of the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics :

Charles C. STELLE Semyon K. TSARAPKIN 

Acting Representative of the United Acting Representative of the Union of 
States of America to the Eighteen- Soviet Socialist Republics to the 
Nation Committee on Disarmament Eighteen-Nation Committee on Dis 

armament

[SEAL]

1 Came into force on 20 June 1963, the date of signature.
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ANNEX

TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING1 BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DIRECT COM 
MUNICATIONS LINK

The direct communications link between Washington and Moscow established in 
accordance with the Memorandum, and the operation of such link, shall be governed by 
the following provisions :

1. The direct communications link shall consist of:
a. Two terminal points with telegraph-teleprinter equipment between which 

communications shall be directly exchanged;

b. One full-time duplex wire telegraph circuit, routed Washington-London- 
Copenhagen-Stockholm-Helsinki-Moscow, which shall be used for the transmission of 
messages;

c. One full-time duplex radio telegraph circuit, routed Washington-Tangier- 
Moscow, which shall be used for service communications and for coordination of opera 
tions between the two terminal points.

If experience in operating the direct communications link should demonstrate that 
the establishment of an additional wire telegraph circuit is advisable, such circuit may be 
established by mutual agreement between authorized representatives of both Govern 
ments.

2. In case of interruption of the wire circuit, transmission of messages shall be 
effected via the radio circuit, and for this purpose provision shall be made at the terminal 
points for the capability of prompt switching of all necessary equipment from one circuit 
to another.

3. The terminal points of the link shall be so equipped as to provide for the trans 
mission and reception of messages from Moscow to Washington in the Russian language 
and from Washington to Moscow in the English language. In this connection, the USSR 
shall furnish the United States four sets of telegraph terminal equipment, including page 
printers, transmitters, and reperforators, with one year's supply of spare parts and all 
necessary special tools, test equipment, operating instructions, and other technical 
literature, to provide for transmission and reception of messages in the Russian language.

The United States shall furnish the Soviet Union four sets of telegraph terminal 
equipment, including page printers, transmitters, and reperforators, with one year's 
supply of spare parts and all necessary special tools, test equipment, operating instructions 
and other technical literature, to provide for transmission and reception of messages in 
the English language.

1 See p. 165 of this volume.
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The equipment described in this paragraph shall be exchanged directly between the 
parties without any payment being required therefor.

4. The terminal points of the direct communications link shall be provided with 
encoding equipment. For the terminal point in the USSR, four sets of such equipment 
(each capable of simplex operation), with one year's supply of spare parts, with all ne 
cessary special tools, test equipment, operating instructions and other technical literature, 
and with all necessary blank tape, shall be furnished by the United States to the USSR 
against payment of the cost thereof by the USSR.

The USSR shall provide for preparation and delivery of keying tapes to the terminal 
point of the link in the United States for reception of messages from the USSR. The 
United States shall provide for the preparation and delivery of keying tapes to the terminal 
point of the link in the USSR for reception of messages from the United States. Delivery 
of prepared keying tapes to the terminal points of the link shall be effected through the 
Embassy of the USSR in Washington (for the terminal of the link in the USSR) and 
through the Embassy of the United States in Moscow (for the terminal of the link in the 
United States).

5. The United States and the USSR shall designate the agencies responsible for the 
arrangements regarding the direct communications link, for its technical maintenance, 
continuity and reliability, and for the timely transmission of messages.

Such agencies may, by mutual agreement, decide matters and develop instructions 
relating to the technical maintenance and operation of the direct communications link and 
effect arrangements to improve the operation of the link.

6. The technical parameters of the telegraph circuits of the link and of the terminal 
equipment, as well as the maintenance of such circuits and equipment, shall be in accord 
ance with CCITT1 and CCIR2 recommendations.

Transmission and reception of messages over the direct communications link shall be 
effected in accordance with applicable recommendations of international telegraph and 
radio communications regulations, as well as with mutually agreed instructions.

7. The costs of the direct communications link shall be borne as follows :

a. The USSR shall pay the full cost of leasing the portion of the telegraph circuit 
from Moscow to Helsinki and 50% of the cost of leasing the portion of the telegraph cir 
cuit from Helsinki to London. The United States shall pay the full cost of leasing the 
portion of the telegraph circuit from Washington to London and 50% of the cost of leasing 
the portion of the telegraph circuit from London to Helsinki.

b. Payment of the cost of leasing the radio telegraph circuit between Washington 
and Moscow shall be effected without any transfer of payments between the parties. 
The USSR shall bear the expenses relating to the transmission of messages from Moscow 
to Washington. The United States shall bear the expenses relating to the transmission of 
messages from Washington to Moscow.

1 International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee. 
' International Radio Consultative Committee.

NO 6839


