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No. 6879. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN 
AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
SAUDI ARABIA RELATING TO PRIVILEGES, IMMUNI 
TIES AND FACILITIES FOR THE OBSERVATION OPER 
ATION ALONG THE SAUDI ARABIA-YEMEN BORDER 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO THE SECURITY COUN 
CIL RESOLUTION OF 11 JUNE 1963. 2 NEW YORK, 
23 AUGUST 1963

PO 230 Saudi Arabia 23 August 1963 

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the resolution of 11 June 1963, 8 by which the United 
Nations Security Council requested the Secretary-General to establish the Observa 
tion Operation along the Saudi Arabia-Yemen border as defined by him in his reports 
and statements to the Security Council.

In order to facilitate the Operation in the fulfillment of its purposes, I propose 
that your Government, pending its accession to the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations, 3 might extend to the Operation, its property 
and assets the status, privileges and immunities provided therein. I would also 
propose, in view of the special importance and difficult nature of the functions which 
this Operation will perform, that your Government might extend to the Commander 
of the Operation and to all personnel serving under him including military observers, 
secretariat and experts over and above the status provided under the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations the privileges and immuni 
ties, exceptions and facilities which are enjoyed by diplomatic envoys in accordance 
with international law. The privileges and immunities necessary for the fulfillment 
of the functions of the Operation also include freedom of entry, without delay or 
hindrance, of property, equipment and spare parts ; freedom of movement of per 
sonnel, equipment and transport ; the use of United Nations vehicle registration 
plates ; the right to fly the United Nations flag on premises, observation posts and 
vehicles ; and the right of unrestricted communication by radio, both within the area 
of operations and to connect with the United Nations radio network, as well as by 
telephone, telegraph or other means.

1 Came into force on 23 August 1963 by the exchange of the said letters and, in accordance 
with their terms, became effective retroactively from 13 June 1963.

* United Nations, Decisions taken and resolutions adopted by the Security Council during the 
year 1903 (S/INF/18), p. 7.

* See footnote 1, p. 146 of this volume.
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It is my understanding that the Saudi Arabian Government will provide at its 
own expense, in agreement with the Commander, all such premises as may be neces 
sary for the accommodation and fulfillment of the functions of the Operation, includ 
ing office space and areas for observation posts and field centres. All such premises 
shall be inviolable and subject to the exclusive control and authority of the Operation. 
I likewise understand that your Government will in consultation with the Operation 
provide for necessary means of transportation and communication.

If these proposals meet with your approval, I should like to suggest that this 
letter and your reply should constitute an agreement between the United Nations 
and Saudi Arabia, to take effect from the date of the arrival of the first members of 
the Operation in Saudi Arabia.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.
U THANT 

Secretary-General 
Mr. Zein A. Dabbagh 
Acting Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia

to the United Nations 
633 Third Avenue 
New York 17, New York

II
23 August 1963 

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your letter of today's date concerning certain 
privileges, immunities and facilities for the Observation Operation established by 
Security Council Resolution of 11 June 1963. I am pleased to advise you in the 
name of my Government that, having in mind the difficult nature of the functions of 
the Observation Operation, the Government of Saudi Arabia fully agrees with and 
hereby expresses its acceptance of the terms of your letter.

The Government of Saudi Arabia also agrees that your letter and this reply 
should constitute an agreement between the United Nations and Saudi Arabia, 
effective from the date of the arrival of the first members of the Observation Operation 
in Saudi Arabia.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Zein A. DABBAGH 

Acting Permanent Representative 
of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 

His Excellency U Thant 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, N.Y.
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