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No. 7918. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS 
SPECIAL FUND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF SPAIN 
CONCERNING ASSISTANCE FROM THE SPECIAL 
FUND. SIGNED AT MADRID, ON 30 JUNE 1965

WHEREAS the Government of Spain has requested assistance from the United 
Nations Special Fund in accordance with resolution 1240 (XIII)2 of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations;

WHEREAS the Special Fund is prepared to provide the Government with 
such assistance for the purpose of promoting social progress and better standards 
of live and advancing the economic, social and technical development of Spain ;

Now THEREFORE the Government and the Special Fund have entered into 
this Agreement in a spirit of friendly co-operation.

Article I 

ASSISTANCE TO BE PROVIDED BY THE SPECIAL FUND

1. This Agreement embodies the conditions under which the Special Fund 
shall provide the Government with assistance and also lays down the basic 
conditions under which projects will be executed.
2. A Plan of Operation for each project shall be agreed to in writing by the 
Government, the Special Fund and the Executing Agency. The terms of this 
Agreement shall apply to each Plan of Operation.
3. The Special Fund undertakes to make available such sums as may be speci 
fied in each Plan of Operation for the execution of projects described therein, 
in accordance with the relevant and applicable resolutions and decisions of the 
appropriate United Nations organs, in particular resolution 1240 (XIII) of the 
General Assembly, and subject to the availability of funds.

4. Compliance by the Government with any prior obligations specified in 
each Plan of Operation as necessary for the execution of a project shall be a 
condition of performance by the Special Fund and by the Executing Agency 
of their responsibilities under this Agreement. In case execution of a project 
is commenced before compliance by the Government with any related prior

1 Came into force on 30 June 1965, upon signature, in accordance with article X. 
* United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Session, Supplement 

ATo. 18 (A/4090), p. 11,
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obligations, such execution may be terminated or suspended at the discretion 
of the Special Fund.

Article II 
EXECUTION OF PROJECT

1. The Parties hereby agree that each project shall be executed or administered 
on behalf of the Special Fund by an Executing Agency, to which the sums re 
ferred to in Article I above shall be disbursed by agreement between the Special 
Fund and such Executing Agency.
2. The Government agrees that an Executing Agency, in carrying out a project, 
shall have the status, vis-à-vis the Special Fund, of an independent contractor. 
Accordingly, the Special Fund shall not be liable for the acts or omissions of 
the Executing Agency or of persons performing services on its behalf. The 
Executing Agency shall not be liable for the acts or omissions of the Special 
Fund or of persons performing services on behalf of the Special Fund.

3. Any agreement between the Government and an Executing Agency con 
cerning the execution of a Special Fund project shall be subject to the provisions 
of this Agreement and shall require the prior concurrence of the Managing 
Director.
4. Any equipment, materials, supplies and other property belonging to the 
Special Fund or an Executing Agency which may be utilized or provided by 
either or both in the execution of a project shall remain their property unless 
and until such time as title thereto may be transferred to the Government on 
terms and conditions mutually agreed upon between the Government and the 
Special Fund or the Executing Agency concerned.

Article HI 
INFORMATION CONCERNING PROJECT

1. The Government shall furnish the Special Fund with such relevant docu 
ments, accounts, records, statements and other information as the Special Fund 
may request concerning the execution of any project or its continued feasibility 
and soundness, or concerning the compliance by the Government with any 
of its responsibilities under this Agreement.
2. The Special Fund undertakes that the Government will be kept currently 
informed of the progress of operations on projects executed under this Agree 
ment. Either Party shall have the right, at any time, to observe the progress 
of any operations carried out under this Agreement.
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3. The Government shall, subsequent to the completion of a project, make 
available to the Special Fund at its request information as to benefits derived 
from and activities undertaken to further the purposes of that project, and will 
permit observation by the Special Fund for this purpose.
4. The Government will also make available to the Executing Agency all 
information concerning a project necessary or appropriate to the execution of 
that project, and all information necessary or appropriate to an evaluation, after 
its completion, of the benefits derived from and activities undertaken to further 
the purpose of that project.

5. The Parties shall consult each other regarding the publication as appropriate 
of any information relating to any project or to benefits derived therefrom.

Article IV 

PARTICIPATION AND CONTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT IN EXECUTION OF PROJECT

1. The Government shall participate and co-operate in the execution of the 
projects covered by this Agreement. It shall, in particular, perform all the acts 
required of it in each Plan of Operation, including the provision of materials, 
equipment, supplies, labour and professional services available within the 
country.
2. If so provided in the Plan of Operation, the Government shall pay, or arrange 
to have paid, to the Special Fund the sums required, to the extent specified in 
the Plan of Operation, for the provision of labour, materials, equipment and sup 
plies available within the country.
3. Moneys paid to the Special Fund in accordance with the preceding para 
graph shall be paid to an account designated for this purpose by the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations and shall be administered in accordance with the 
applicable financial regulations of the Special Fund.
4. Any moneys remaining to the credit of the account designated in the pre 
ceding paragraph at the time of the completion of the project in accordance 
with the Plan of Operation shall be repaid to the Government after provision 
has been made for any unliquidated obligations in existence at the time of the 
completion of the project.
5. The Government shall as appropriate display suitable signs at each project 
identifying such project as one assisted by the Special Fund and the Executing 
Agency.

No. 7918
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Article V
LOCAL FACILITIES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT 

TO THE SPECIAL FUND AND THE EXECUTING AGENCY
1. In addition to the payment referred to in Article IV, paragraph 2, above, 
the Government shall assist the Special Fund and the Executing Agency in 
executing any project by paying or arranging to pay for the following local 
facilities required to fulfil the programme of work specified in the Plan of 
Operation :

(a) The local living costs of experts and other personnel assigned by the 
Special Fund or the Executing Agency to the country under this Agree 
ment, as shall be specified in the Plan of Operation;

(i) Local administrative and clerical services, including the necessary 
local secretarial help, interpreter-translators, and related assistance;

(c) Transportation of personnel, supplies and equipment within the 
country ;

(d) Postage and telecommunications for official purposes;
(e) Any sums which the Government is required to pay.

2. Moneys paid under the provisions of this Article shall be paid to the Special 
Fund and shall be administered in accordance with Article IV, paragraphs 3 and 4.

3. Any of the local services and facilities referred to in paragraph 1 above 
in respect of which payment is not made by the Government to the Special 
Fund shall be furnished in kind by the Government to the extent specified in 
the Plan of Operation.

4. The Government also undertakes to furnish in kind the following local 
services and facilities :

(a) The necessary office space and other premises;
(b) Appropriate medical facilities and services for international personnel 

engaged in the project.
5. The Government undertakes to provide such assistance as it may be in a 
position to provide for the purpose of finding suitable housing accommodation 
for international personnel assigned to the country under this Agreement.

Article VI 
RELATION TO ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER SOURCES

In the event that assistance towards the execution of a project is obtained 
by either Party from other sources, the Parties shall consult each other and the
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Executing Agency with a view to effective co-ordination and utilization of assis 
tance received by the Government from all sources. The obligations of the 
Government hereunder shall not be modified by any arrangements with other 
entities co-operating with the Government in the execution of a project.

Article VII

USE OF ASSISTANCE

The Government shall exert its best efforts to make the most effective 
use of the assistance provided by the Special Fund and the Executing Agency 
and shall use such assistance for the purpose for which it is intended. The 
Government shall take such steps to this end as are specified in the Plan of 
Operation.

Article VIII

FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

1. The Government shall apply, in relation to Special Fund assisted projects, 
to the United Nations and its organs, including the Special Fund, and to any 
Executing Agency, to their property, funds and assets and to their officials, 
the provisions on privileges and immunities enumerated in this Article.

2. The Government shall take any measures which may be necessary to exempt 
the Special Fund and any Executing Agency and their officials and other persons 
performing services on their behalf from regulations or other legal provisions 
which may interfere with operations under this Agreement, and shall grant them 
such other facilities as may be necessary for the speedy and efficient execution 
of projects. It shall, in particular, grant them the following rights and facilities :

a) the prompt issuance without cost of necessary visas, licenses or permits ;

b) access to the site of work and all necessary rights of way ;

c) free movement, whether within or to or from the country, to the extent 
necessary for proper execution of the project;

d) the most favourable legal rate of exchange;
e) any permits necessary for the importation of equipment, materials, 

and supplies in connexion with this Agreement and for their subsequent 
exportation; and
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/) any permits necessary for importation of property belonging to and 
intended for the personal use or consumption of officials of the Special 
Fund or of an Executing Agency, and for the subsequent exportation 
of such property.

3. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency shall possess juridical per 
sonality. They shall have the capacity a) to contract, b) to acquire and dispose 
of immovable and movable property, c) to institute legal proceedings.
4. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency, their property and assets, 
wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every 
form of legal process except insofar as in any particular case they have expressly 
waived their immunity. It is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity 
shall extend to any measure of execution.
5. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency may establish in Spain in 
accordance with Article V of this Agreement, such premises as they consider 
necessary for conducting their operations. Premises shall be inviolable. The 
property and assets of the Special Fund and of any Executing Agency, wherever 
located and by whomsoever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, 
confiscation, expropriation and any other form of interference, whether by 
executive, administrative, judicial or legislative action.

6. The archives of the Special Fund and of any Executing Agency, and in 
general all documents belonging to them or held by them, shall be inviolable, 
wherever located.
7. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency, without being restricted by 
financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind :

a) may hold funds, gold or currency of any kind and operate accounts in 
any currency;

b) may freely transfer their funds, gold or currency from any country 
to Spain, or from Spain to any country or within Spain and convert any 
currency held by them into any other currency.

In exercising these rights, the Special Fund and any Executing Agency shall 
pay due regard to any representations made by the Government insofar as they 
consider that effect can be given to such representations without detriment to 
their interests.
8. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency, their assets, income and other 
property shall be :

a) exempt from all direct taxes; it is understood, however, that they
will not claim exemption from taxes which are, in fact, no more than
charges for public utility services;

JMo. 791?
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b) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports 
and exports in respect of articles imported or exported by them for 
their official use. It is understood, however, that articles imported under 
such exemption will not be sold in Spain except under conditions agreed 
with the Government;

c) exempt from duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and 
exports in respect of their publications.

9. While the Special Fund and any Executing Agency will not, as a general 
rule, claim exemption from excise duties and from taxes on the sale of movable 
and immovable property which form part of the price to be paid, nevertheless 
when they are making important purchases for official use of property on which 
such duties and taxes have been charged or are chargeable, the Government 
will, whenever possible, make appropriate administrative arrangements for the 
remission or return of the amount of duty or tax.
10. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency shall enjoy in Spanish 
Territory, for its official communications, in accordance with provisions relating 
to United Nations of international Conventions in the field of telecommuni 
cations, treatment not less favourable than that accorded by the Government 
of Spain to any other Government, including the latter's diplomatic mission, 
in the matter of priorities, rates and taxes on mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms, 
telephotos, telephone and other communications and press rates for information 
to the press and radio. Official correspondence and other official communi 
cations of the United Nations shall be inviolable.

11. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency shall have the right to use 
codes and to dispatch and receive correspondence by courier or in sealed bags, 
which shall have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers 
and bags.
12. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency will specify the categories of 
officials to which the provisions of paragraph 13 shall apply. The names of 
officials included in these categories shall from time to time be made known 
to the Government.
13. Officials of the Special Fund and of any Executing Agency shall :

a) be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken or written 
and all acts performed by them in their official capacity;

b) be exempt from taxation in respect of the salaries and emoluments 
paid to them by the Special Fund and any Executing Agency;

c) be immune from national service obligations with the exception 
of locally recruited personnel of Spanish nationality ;
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d) be immune, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on 
them, from immigration restrictions and alien registration ;

e) be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are 
accorded to officials of comparable rank of diplomatic missions;

/) be given, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on them, 
the same repatriation facilities in time of international crises as officials 
of comparable rank of diplomatic missions;

g) have the right to import free of duty their furniture and effects at the 
time of first taking up their post in Spain.

14. In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in paragraph 13, 
the Secretary-General and Under-Secretaries of the United Nations, the Execu 
tive Heads of the Specialized Agencies and of any other Executing Agency 
including any official acting on his behalf during his absence from duty, and 
other officials of the Specialized Agencies normally entitled to such treatment, 
shall, while in Spain in connexion with the Special Fund, be accorded in respect 
of themselves, their spouses and minor children, the privileges and immunities, 
exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys, in accordance with 
international law.

15. Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of paragraph 12) 
performing missions for the Special Fund or any Executing Agency shall be 
accorded such privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent 
exercise of their functions during the period of their missions, including the time 
spent on journeys in connexion with their missions. In particular they shall 
be accorded :

a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their 
personal baggage;

b) in respect of words spoken or written and acts done by them in the course 
of the performance of their mission, immunity from legal process of 
every kind. This immunity from legal process shall continue to be 
accorded notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer 
employed on missions for the Special Fund or the Executing Agency 
concerned ;

c) inviolability for all papers and documents;
d) for the purpose of their communications with the Special Fund or the 

Executing Agency concerned, the right to use codes and to receive papers 
or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags;

e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions as 
are accorded to representatives of foreign governments on temporary 
officials missions;
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/) the same immunities and facilities in respect to their personal baggage 
as are accorded to diplomatic envoys.

16. Privileges and immunities are granted to officials and experts in the in 
terests of the Special Fund and the Executing Agencies only and not for the 
personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Special Fund and any 
Executing Agency shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of 
any official or expert in any case where, in its opinion, the immunity would 
impede the course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interest 
of the Special Fund or the Executing Agency.
17. The Special Fund and any Executing Agency shall co-operate at all times 
with the appropriate authorities of Spain to facilitate the proper administration 
of justice, secure the observance of police regulations and prevent the occurrence 
of any abuses in connexion with the privileges, immunities and facilities men 
tioned in this Agreement.
18. The Government recognizes and accepts the United Nations laissez-passer 
issued to officials of the Special Fund or Executing Agencies as valid travel 
documents.

The Managing Director of the Special Fund, the executive heads of any 
Executing Agency and officials of either, of a rank not lower than head of depart 
ment, travelling on United Nations laissez-passer on any business under this 
Agreement shall be granted the same facilities for travel as are accorded to officials 
of comparable rank in diplomatic missions accredited in Spain.

Article IX

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute between the Special Fund and the Government arising out 
of or relating to this Agreement which cannot be settled by negotiation or other 
agreed mode of settlement shall be submitted to arbitration at the request of 
either Party. Each Party shall appoint one arbitrator, and the two arbitrators 
so appointed shall appoint the third, who shall be the chairman. If within 
thirty days of the request for arbitration either Party has not appointed an 
arbitrator or if within fifteen days of the appointment of two arbitrators the third 
arbitrator has not been appointed, either Party may request the President of 
the International Court of Justice to appoint an arbitrator. The procedure of 
the arbitration shall be fixed by the arbitrators, and the expenses of the arbitration 
shall be borne by the Parties as assessed by the arbitrators. The arbitral 
award shall contain a statement of the reasons on which it is based and shall be 
accepted by the Parties as the final adjudication of the dispute,
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Article X

GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature, and shall continue 
in force until terminated under paragraph 3 below.
2. This Agreement may be modified by written agreement between the Parties 
hereto. Any relevant matter for which no provision is made in this Agreement 
shall be settled by the Parties in keeping with the relevant resolutions and deci 
sions of the appropriate organs of the United Nations. Each Party shall give 
full and sympathetic consideration to any proposal advanced by the other Party 
under this paragraph.
3. This Agreement may be terminated by either Party by written notice to the 
other and shall terminate sixty days after receipt of such notice.

4. The obligations assumed by the Parties under Articles III, IV and VII 
shall survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement. The obligations 
assumed by the Government under Article VIII hereof shall survive the expi 
ration or termination of this Agreement to the extent necessary to permit orderly 
withdrawal of personnel, funds and property of the Special Fund and of any 
Executing Agency.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly appointed representatives of 
the Special Fund and of the Government, respectively, have on behalf of the 
Parties signed the present Agreement, which is drawn up in the English and 
Spanish languages both texts being equally authentic, at Madrid this 
thirteenth1 day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five.

For the Special Fund : For the Government :
Raymond P. ETCHATS F. JAVIER ELORZA

Director of Special Fund Marqués de Nerva
Programmes of the European Office, Director General de Organismes

Geneva Internacionales

1 Should read " thirtieth "—Doit se lire " thirtieth ". 
No. 7918
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

June 30th 1965 
Sir,

The Managing Director of the United Nations Special Fund would be 
grateful to receive your confirmation that in any case where the Executing 
Agency proposes the use of a sub-contractor and the Government of Spain is 
prepared to accept this arrangement, it is agreed that at the time of the nego 
tiation of the Plan of Operation for the project, the Government will indicate 
what privileges and immunities it is prepared to accord to the sub-contractor 
and its personnel. In that event, the Plan of Operation for the project will con 
tain the necessary provisions.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Raymond P. ETCHATS
Director of Special Fund Programmes

of the European Office, Geneva

Excmo. Sir. Director General de Organismes Internacionales 
Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores 
Madrid (Spain)

II

[SPANISH TEXT — TEXTE ESPAGNOL] 

Madrid, 30 de junio de 1965

MINISTERIO DE ASUNTOS EXTERIORES
EL DIRECTOR GENERAL DE ORGANISMOS

INTERNACIONALES

Excmo. Sr. Raymond P. Etchats 
Director de Programas del Fondo

Especial para Europa de las Naciones
Unidas 

Ginebra (Suiza)
Excmo. Senor :

Me complazco en acusar recibo 
de la carta que con fecha de hoy, 
30 de junio de 1965, me dirige y en 
la que me comunica que el Director

No. 7918

[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

Madrid, 30 June 1965

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Raymond P. Etchats 
Director of Special Fund Programmes 

of the European Office

Geneva (Switzerland) 
Sir,

I am pleased to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of today's date, 30 June 
1965, in which you inform me that 
the Managing Director of the United
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General del Fondo Especial de las 
Naciones Unidas desearîa saber, en 
relaciôn con el Acuerdo de Base 
firmado entre Espafla y el Fondo 
Especial, si en el momento de negociar 
el Plan de Operaciones para el Proyecto, 
el Gobierno de Espana estaria dis- 
puesto a precisar los privilegios e 
inmunidades que concederia a las 
firmas de contratistas y a su personal, 
si el Organisme de Ejecucion pro- 
pusiera su empleo y el Gobierno lo 
aceptase.

Mucho me satisface confirmàrselo 
àsi y que en el Plan de Operaciones 
se adoptarian las disposiciones opor- 
tunas si hubiera lugar.

Aprovecho esta oportunidad para 
expresarle el testimonio de mi mas 
alta consideracion.

F. JAVIER ELORZA 
Marqués de Nerva

Nations' Special Fund would like to 
know, in connexion with the Basic 
Agreement signed between Spain and 
the Special Fund, whether, at the time 
of the negotiation of the Plan of 
Operation for the project, the Govern 
ment of Spain will indicate what 
privileges and immunities it is pre 
pared to accord to the sub-contractor 
and its personnel, if the Executing 
Agency proposes the use of a sub 
contractor and the Government is 
prepared to accept that arrangement.

I am glad to confirm that this is 
the case and that the Plan of Operation 
should contain the necessary pro 
visions for such an eventuality.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my 
highest consideration.

F. JAVIER ELORZA 
Marqués de Nerva
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