
n

Treaties and international agreements

filed and recorded

from 11 August 1965 to 30 November 1965 

No. 614

Traités et accords internationaux

classés et inscrits au répertoire

du 11 août 1965 au 30 novembre 1965

N°614



No. 614

UNITED NATIONS
and 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

Agreement on co-operation between the Organization of 
African Unity and the United Nations Economic Com 
mission for Africa. Signed at New York, on 15 No 
vember 1965

Official texts : English and French.

Filed and recorded by the Secretariat on 15 November 1965.

ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES
et 

ORGANISATION DE L'UNITÉ AFRICAINE

Accord relatif à la coopération entre l'Organisation de 
l'Unité africaine et la Commission économique des 
Nations Unies pour l'Afrique. Signé à New York, 
le 15 novembre 1965

Textes officiels anglais et français.

Classé et inscrit au répertoire par le Secrétariat le 15 novembre 1965.



316 United Nations — Treaty Series 1965

No. 614 AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY ON 
CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE LATTER AND THE 
UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRI 
CA. SIGNED AT NEW YORK, ON 15 NOVEMBER 1965

The United Nations and the Organization of African Unity,

Referring to the resolution of the Organization of African Unity, ECOS/RES.17 
(II) (Cairo, January 1965), and to the resolution of the Economic Commission for 
Africa, E/CN.14/RES/132 (VII) 2 (Nairobi, February 1965) whereby the Organization 
of African Unity (hereinafter referred to as OAU) and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (hereinafter referred to as EGA) requested their respective 
secretariats to come to an arrangement or agreement defining precisely the framework 
for co-operation between them,

Desirous of establishing, within their respective spheres of responsibility, effective 
co-operation in the accomplishment of their common objectives for the economic and 
social development of Africa, in accordance more particularly with the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Terms of Reference of EGA on the one hand, and with the 
Charter of OAU 3 and the Terms of Reference of its competent specialized commissions 
on the other hand,

Have agreed as follows :

Article I 
MUTUAL CONSULTATION

1. OAU and EGA shall consult one another on all matters of common interest for 
the purpose of achieving their respective objectives and of co-ordinating, so far as 
may be appropriate, their activities relating to the economic and social development 
of the African continent.
2. Accordingly, when circumstances so require, consultations shall be arranged 
between the Administrative Secretariat General of OAU and the Executive Secretariat 
of EGA to seek agreement on the most effective manner of undertaking specified 
activities, within the limits authorized by the competent departments of the two 
bodies.

1 Came into force on 15 November 1965, upon signature, in accordance with article VII (1).

1 United Nations, Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Thirty-Ninth Session, 
Supplement No. 10, p. 72.

8 United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 479, p. 39.
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Article II 
STUDY OF QUESTIONS OF COMMON INTEREST

Subject to preliminary consultations, the Administrative Secretary-General of 
OAU shall make all necessary arrangements compatible with the rules of procedure 
of the competent specialized commissions of OAU in order to submit to the latter 
items proposed by EGA or its subsidiary organs. EGA shall include on the provisional 
agenda of its sessions and the meetings of its subsidiary organs items proposed by 
the competent organs of OAU, in so far as is compatible with the Terms of Reference 
and Rules of Procedure of EGA.

Article III 
RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION

1. OAU shall invite EGA to send representatives to attend as observers all meetings 
of OAU at which economic and social matters are considered mainly meetings of 
the specialized commissions competent in the economic and social spheres coming 
within the terms of reference of EGA. EGA observers thus invited shall, if the compe 
tent organ so decides, be entitled to participate without voting rights in such delibera 
tions of OAU.
2. EGA shall invite the Administrative Secretariat General of OAU to attend the 
meetings of EGA and its subsidiary organs as observers. Representatives of the 
OAU Secretariat thus invited shall, if the competent organ so decides, be entitled 
to participate without voting rights in such deliberations of EGA and its subsidiary 
organs.

Article IV 
STATISTICAL SERVICES

OAU and EGA shall establish the closest co-operation between them with a 
view to avoiding as far as possible useless overlapping in their activities, so that each 
can make the most rational possible use of its specialist staff in the collection, analysis, 
publication and dissemination of statistical information.

They shall combine their efforts to secure the most efficient use of statistical 
information, to reduce to a minimum the tasks incumbent upon African governments 
and to rationalize the various forms of assistance in this sphere.

Article V 

EXCHANGE AND JOINT USE OF INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS AND WRITTEN STATEMENTS

Subject to such arrangements as may be necessary owing to the confidential 
nature of certain information and documents, the secretariats of OAU and EGA shall
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exchange and make joint use of information and documents concerning economic 
and social matters of common interest.

To this end, within the limits of its resources and at the request of the Executive 
Secretariat of EGA, the Administrative Secretary-General of OAU may prepare 
working papers for meetings of EGA.

In all matters of common interest, the Executive Secretary of EGA may convey 
to the Administrative Secretary-General of OAU information in writing on EGA 
activities in Africa, accompanied, where necessary, by appropriate remarks. Within 
the limits of its resources and at the request of the Secretariat General of OAU, 
the Executive Secretariat of EGA may prepare working papers for meetings of OAU.

Article VI 
CO-OPERATION BETWEEN SECRETARIATS AND ASSISTANCE IN STAFFING

1. Discussions shall be held regularly between the Administrative Secretary-General 
of OAU and the Executive Secretary of EGA to ensure effective consultation and 
liaison between the secretariats of OAU and EGA. In particular, they shall examine 
their respective work programmes in the economic and social fields established by 
the competent organs of each institution with a view to avoiding useless overlapping 
of work and to reaching agreement on measures of co-operation and co-ordination 
relating to specified projects or studies.

2. EGA may, when a request is received, and so far as its normal resources and those 
of the other competent services of the United Nations allow, lend its assistance to 
OAU in finding the staff or experts whom OAU might wish to employ. EGA may 
likewise, at the request of the Administrative Secretary-General of OAU, with the 
concurrence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and the agreement of 
the staff-member concerned, make available to OAU specialist officials in the fields 
of administration, conferences, general services or economic and social questions, 
by seconding them for special duties of an urgent nature. Such seconding of person 
nel shall take place with full regard for the exclusively international status of the 
staffs of both organizations and for their obligations by virtue of their respective 
charters, and in conformity with the staff regulations and staff rules of each organiza 
tion. Expenditure incurred by the United Nations as a result of assistance provided 
for OAU shall be borne by OAU.

Article VII 
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND AMENDMENT

1. The present agreement shall enter into force on the date upon which it is signed 
by the authorized representatives of the Organization of African Unity and the 
United Nations.
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2. This agreement may be amended by common consent of the two parties. The 
agreement may be terminated through notification by one of the parties, and shall 
lapse three months after the date of such notification.

DONE at the Headquarters of the United Nations, New York, this fifteenth day 
of November, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five, in two original copies in 
the English and French languages, one of which shall be deposited in the archives 
of the Secretariat of the United Nations and the other in the archives of the Adminis 
trative Secretariat General of the Organization of African Unity.

For the United Nations : For the Organization
of African Unity :

U THANT Diallo TELLI 
Secretary-General Administrative Secretary-General
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