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No. 8548. CONVENTION 1 ON THE LIABILITY OF HOTEL- 
KEEPERS CONCERNING THE PROPERTY OF THEIR 
GUESTS. DONE AT PARIS, ON 17 DECEMBER 1962

The signatory Governments of the member States of the Council of Europe,
Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve closer unity be 

tween its Members, inter alia by the adoption of common rules in legal matters ;

Believing it expedient to harmonise certain rules relating to the liability of 
hotel-keepers concerning the property of their guests,

Have agreed as follows :

Article 1

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes that, within twelve months of the date of 
entry into force of the present Convention in respect of that Party, its national law 
shall conform with the rules on the liability of hotel-keepers concerning the property 
of their guests set out in the Annex to this Convention.
2. Each Contracting Party shall nevertheless remain free to impose greater liabilities 
on hotel-keepers.
3. Each Contracting Party shall transmit to the Secretary-General of the Council 
of Europe the official text of any legislation concerning the matters governed by the 
Convention. The Secretary-General shall transmit copies of the texts to other 
Parties.

Article 2

Each Contracting Party retains the option :

(a) notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article 1 of the Annex, to 
limit the liability of the hotel-keeper to at least 100 times the daily charge for the 
room ;

1 Came into force, in accordance with article 4 (2), on 15 February 1967, three months after 
the date of deposit of the third instrument of ratification, with respect to the following States, on 
whose behalf instruments of ratification were deposited with the Secretary-General of the Council 
of Europe on the dates indicated below .

State Dale of deposit 
Ireland ..... ... . .... . . . 7 May 1963
United Kingdom of Great Bntain and Northern Ireland. 12 Julv 1963 
Federal Republic of Germany * ........... 14 November 1966

The Convention subsequently came into force with respect to Malta on 13 March 1967, three 
months after the deposit of its instrument of ratification, which took place on 12 December 1966.

* With a declaration that the Convention will also apply to the Land of Bet lin with effect 
from the date on which it comes into force for the Federal Republic of Germany.
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( ) notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article 1 of the Annex, to 
limit the liability m respect of any one article to an amount which is not less than 
the equivalent of 1,500 gold francs or, where the preceding paragraph of this article 
applies, to a minimum of 50 times the daily charge for the room ;

(c) to adopt the rule laid down in paragraph 2 of Article 1 of the Annex only in 
respect of property which is at the hotel,

(d) notwithstanding the provisions of Article 6 of the Annex, to permit hotel- 
keepers to reduce their liability, m cases to which paragraph 1 (a) of Article 2 or 
Article 4 of the Annex apply, not being cases where intent or fault tantamount to 
intent is involved, by an agreement with the guest signed by him and containing no 
other terms ; the liability of the hotel-keeper may not, however, be reduced to an 
amount which is less than that provided in the relevant legislation enacted in pur 
suance of this Convention ;

(e) notwithstanding the provisions of Article 7 of the Annex, to apply the rules in 
the Annex to vehicles, property left with them and live animals, or to regulate the 
hotel-keeper's liability in this respect in any other way.

Article 3

1. This Convention shall apply to the metropolitan territories of the Contracting 
Parties.

2. Any Contracting Party may, when signing this Convention or when depositing 
its instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, or at any later date, declare 
by notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, that this 
Convention shall apply to the territory or territories, mentioned in the said declara 
tion, for whose international relations it is responsible or for which it is empowered 
to legislate.

3. Any declaration made in accordance with the preceding paragraph may, in 
respect of any territory mentioned in such declaration, be withdrawn according to 
the procedure laid down in Article 6 of this Convention.

Article 4

1. This Convention is open to signature by the Members of the Council of Europe. 
It shall be ratified or accepted. The instruments of ratification or acceptance shall 
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe.

2. The Convention shall come into force three months after the date of the deposit 
of the third instrument of ratification or acceptance.

3. In respect of a signatory Government ratifying or accepting subsequently, the 
Convention shall come into force three months after the date of the deposit of itb 
instrument of ratification or acceptance.
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Article 5

1. The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe may invite any State not 
a Member of the Council to accede to this Convention.

2. Accession shall be by deposit with the Secretary-General of the Council of an 
instrument of accession which shall take effect three months after the date of its 
deposit.

Article 6

1. A Contracting Party may not denounce this Convention within less than five 
years from the date on which the Convention entered into force in respect of that 
Party. Such denunciation shall be effected by notification addressed to the Secre 
tary-General of the Council of Europe.

2. The denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting Party concerned six 
months after the date on which it is received by the Secretary-General of the Council 
of Europe.

Article 7
The Secretary-General of the Council of Europe shall notify Members of the 

Council and the Government of any State which has acceded to this Convention of :
(a) any signature and any deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or 

accession ;
(b) the date on which the Convention enters into force in respect of any State ;
(c) notifications which may be received hi pursuance of the provisions of Arti 

cles 3 and 6.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have 
signed this Convention.

DONE at Paris, this 17th day of December 1962 in English and in French, both 
texts being equally authoritative, in a single copy which shall remain deposited in 
the archives of the Council of Europe. The Secretary-General shall transmit certified 
copies to each of the signatory and acceding Governments.
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Republic of Austria : de la République d'Autriche :

H. REICHMANN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of Belgium : du Royaume de Belgique :

Strasbourg, le H février 1963 

René COENE

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Republic of Cyprus : de la République de Chypre :

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of Denmark : du Royaume de Danemark :

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the French Republic : de la République française :

sous réserve d'approbation 

Michel HABIB-DELONCLE

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Federal Republic of Germany : de la République Fédérale d'Allemagne :

Fehcian PRILL

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of Greece : du Royaume de Grèce :

AVEROFF TOSSIZZA

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Icelandic Republic : de la République islandaise :

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of Ireland : d'Irlande :

Prôinsias MAC AOGÂIN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Italian Republic : de la République italienne :

A. PICCIONI
No. 8548
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For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg : du Grand Duché de Luxembourg :

Pierre WURTH

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands : du Royaume des Pays-Bas :
In signing the Convention on the En procédant à la signature de la 

Liability of Hotel-keepers concerning the Convention sur la responsabilité des 
Property of their Guests I, the under- hôteliers quant aux objets apportés par 
signed plenipotentiary, Netherlands Min- les voyageurs, je plénipotentiaire sous- 
ister for Foreign Affairs, declare in the signé, Ministre des Affaires Étrangères 
name of the Queen's Government that, des Pays-Bas, déclare au nom du Gou- 
in their application to the Kingdom of vernement de la Reine que, en ce qui 
the Netherlands, the words "metropolitan concerne le Royaume des Pays-Bas, l'ex- 
territories" in Article 3, Paragraph I of pression « territoires métropolitains » 
thé Convention, no longer have their mentionnée à l'article 3, paragraphe 1 er, 
original sense but shall be deemed to de la Convention perd son sens initial et 
signify "European Territory", in view of sera considérée comme signifiant « terri- 
thé equality existing in public law toire européen », vu l'égalité qui existe au 
between the Netherlands, Surinam and point de vue du droit public entre les 
the Netherlands West Indies. Pays-Bas, le Surinam et les Antilles

	Néerlandaises.
J. M. A. H. LUNS

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of Norway : du Royaume de Norvège :

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Kingdom of Sweden : du Royaume de Suède :

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement 
of the Turkish Republic : de la République turque :

Feridun C. ERKIN

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain du Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne

and Northern Ireland • et d'Irlande du Nord .
Edward HEATH

For thé Government Pour le Gouvernement
of Malta : de Malte :

Strasbourg, 2nd May 1966
Ph. PULLICINO
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ANNEX

Article 1

1. A hotel-keeper shall be liable for any damage to or destruction or loss of property 
brought to the hotel by any guest who stays at the hotel and has sleeping accommodation 
put at his disposal.

2. Any property
(a) which is at the hotel during the time when the guest has the accommodation at 

his disposal ;
(6) of which the hotel-keeper or a person for whom he is responsible takes charge 

outside the hotel during the period for which the guest has the accommodation at his 
disposal ; or

(c) of which the hotel-keeper or a person for whom he is responsible takes charge 
whether at the hotel or outside it dunng a reasonable period preceding or following the 
time when the guest has the accommodation at his disposal ; 
shall be deemed to be property brought to the hotel.

3. The liability shall be limited to the equivalent of 3,000 gold francs.

4. The gold franc mentioned in the preceding paragraph refers to a unit consisting of 
sixty-five and a half milligrammes of gold of millesimal fineness nine hundred.

Article 2
1 The liability of a hotel-keeper shall be unlimited :

(a) where the property has been deposited with him ;
(6) where he has refused to receive property which he is bound to receive for safe 

custody

2. A hotel-keeper shall be bound to receive securities, money and valuable articles ; he 
may only refuse to receive such property if it is dangerous or if, having regard to the size 
or standing of the hotel, it is of excessive value or cumbersome.

3. A hotel-keeper shall have the right to require that the article shall be in a fastened or 
sealed container.

Article 3 

A hotel-keeper shall not be liable in so far as the damage, destruction or loss is due :

(a) to the guest or any person accompanying him or in his employment or any person 
visiting him ;

(6) to an unforeseeable and irresistible act of nature or an act of war ; 
(c) to the nature of the article.
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Article 4

The hotel-keeper shall be liable and shall not have the benefit of the limitation on 
his liability laid down in paragraph 3 of Article 1 of this Annex where the damage, destruc 
tion or loss is caused by a wilful act or omission or negligence, on his part or on the part of 
any person for whose actions he is responsible.

Article 5

Except m any case to which Article 4 of this Annex applies, the guest shall cease to 
be entitled to the benefit of these provisions if after discovering the damage, destruction 
or loss he does not inform the hotel-keeper without undue delay

Article 6

Any notice or agreement purporting to exclude or dimmish the hotel-keeper's liability 
given or made before the damage, destruction or loss has occurred shall be null and void.

Article 7

The provisions of this Annex shall not apply to vehicles, any property left with a 
vehicle, or live animals
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