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LONG TERM TRADE AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF BULGARIA

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria;

Desiring to promote and facilitate the development of trade on a 
mutually advantageous basis;

Recognising the benefit of increasing the turnover of trade in both 
directions from year to year ;

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
(1) The Government of the United Kingdom and the Government of 

the People's Republic of Bulgaria have as their objective a continuing 
increase in trade between the two countries over the period of this 
Agreement both in goods which have traditionally been exchanged between 
them and in new ones.

(2) To this end both Governments shall, within the scope of the laws 
and regulations in force in their respective countries, facilitate the exchange 
of goods and services between the two countries on a mutually advan 
tageous basis without prejudice to the right of either Government to refrain 
from taking any measures under this Agreement inconsistent with their 
essential security interests.

Article 2
(1) For the purposes of implementing the provisions of Article 1 of 

this Agreement the Contracting Parties shall encourage and facilitate the 
conclusion of contracts for the supply of goods between their two countries. 
The contracts shall be concluded only by physical or corporate persons duly 
authorised in accordance with the laws of their respective countries.

1 Came into force on 27 April 1970 by signature, in accordance with article 13.
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(2) The persons referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall have 
the right to be represented through agents and representatives within the 
territory of the other Contracting Party in accordance with the laws and 
regulations of such other Contracting Party.

Article 3
(1) Each Contracting Party shall accord to the products and goods 

originating in or destined for the territory of the other Contracting Party 
most-favoured-nation treatment in all matters with respect to customs duties 
and charges of any kind imposed on or in connection with importation and 
exportation, with respect to the methods of levying duties or charges, as 
well as with respect to rules, formalities and charges connected with the 
clearance of goods through customs.

(2) The products and goods of either Contracting Party in transit 
through the territory of a third country shall not, upon their importation 
into the territory of the other Contracting Party, be subject to duties or 
charges higher than those to which they would be subject when imported 
directly.

(3) The provisions of paragraph (2) of this Article shall also apply to 
goods which, during their transportation through the territory of third 
countries, undergo transhipment, repacking and storing in warehouses.

(4) Each Contracting Party shall accord to the products of the other 
Contracting Party most-favoured-nation treatment in all matters with 
respect to internal taxes or other charges of any kind imposed on or in 
connection with imported goods.

Article 4
The provisions of Article 3 and Article 6 of this Agreement shall not 

be construed as obliging one Contracting Party to extend to the other 
Contracting Party such treatment, preference or privilege as the former 
Contracting Party may accord 
(à) to any other country under the provisions of any agreement or

arrangement constituting or leading to the establishment of a customs
union, preference area or free trade area, or 

(b) to adjacent countries in order to facilitate frontier traffic.

Article 5
Any goods originating from one Contracting Party and imported 

temporarily into the territory of the other Contracting Party shall be exempt
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from customs duties and charges insofar as such exemption is provided for 
under the laws and regulations of the country into which such goods are 
imported.

Article 6
No customs duties or other taxes or payments shall be levied on goods 

originating in the territory of one Contracting Party which pass through the 
territory of the other Contracting Party in transit to a third country at a 
higher rate than would be levied by that other Contracting Party on similar 
goods in transit originating from any other country.

Article 7
(1) The Contracting Parties confirm their interest in the development 

of industrial, technical and scientific co-operation, both in respect of mutual 
trade and of joint undertakings in third countries and of exports to third 
country markets.

(2) Subject to the laws and regulations of each country the Contracting 
Parties shall grant the facilities necessary for the development of co 
operation in this form between the interested enterprises and organisations 
of the Contracting Parties.

(3) The Contracting Parties shall support and facilitate the continued 
development of co-operation between enterprises and organisations in both 
countries, particularly with a view to the establishment of new productive 
enterprises. They express their special interest in the conclusion of 
arrangements for the establishment of those enterprises whose goods could 
be marketed in both countries.

(4) Nothing in this Agreement shall affect the provisions or imple 
mentation of the Agreement between the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria for Co-operation in the field of Applied 
Science and Technology signed at Sofia on 28 February, 1969. 1

Article 8
Payments for goods and services within the terms of this Agreement 

shall be effected in freely convertible currency, subject to the foreign ex 
change regulations in force in the respective territories of the Contracting 
Parties.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 686, p. 265. 
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Article 9
The Contracting Parties shall make such favourable arrangements as 

may be possible under their respective domestic regulations governing such 
matters, in respect of credit conditions relating to trade between their two 
countries.

Article 10
The Contracting Parties shall use their best endeavours for the organi 

sation of and participation in trade fairs and exhibitions to be held in the 
territories of the two countries, in accordance with their respective 
regulations and subject to the obligations imposed upon the Contracting 
Parties by multilateral conventions, to which they are party, relating to 
international exhibitions.

Article 11
In order to ensure the smooth working of this Agreement represen 

tatives of both Contracting Parties shall form a joint committee. The joint 
committee shall be responsible for the discussions concerning the facilities 
to be established each year for the import into the United Kingdom of goods 
originating in Bulgaria and for the import into Bulgaria of goods originating 
in the United Kingdom and shall be empowered to discuss other questions 
arising out of this Agreement as may be agreed from time to time. The 
joint committee shall meet annually, alternately in London and Sofia ; and 
otherwise at the request of either Party at a place to be agreed on each 
such occasion.

Article 12
In relation to the Government of the United Kingdom the territory 

to which this Agreement shall apply shall be Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland.

Article 13
This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature by both 

Contracting Parties and shall remain in force until 31 March, 1975. 
Thereafter it shall be automatically extended from year to year unless one 
of the Contracting Parties gives to the other Contracting Party written 
notice of termination three months before its expiry on 31 March, 1975, or 
after that date, three months before the end of any subsequent yearly period 
of validity.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised thereto by their 
respective Governments, have signed this Agreement.

DONE in duplicate at London this 27th day of April, 1970 in the English 
and Bulgarian languages, both texts being equally authoritative.

For the Government For the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great of the People's Republic

Britain and Northern Ireland: of Bulgaria:

ROY MASON JI. ABPAMOB 1 
MAURICE FOLEY

1 L. Avramov.
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