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CONVENTION 1 ON THE CONTROL AND MARKING OF ARTICLES 
OF PRECIOUS METALS

PREAMBLE
The Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland, the Kingdom of Norway, the 

Portuguese Republic, the Kingdom of Sweden, the Swiss Confederation and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Desiring to facilitate international trade in articles of precious metals while at 
the same time maintaining consumer protection justified by the particular nature of 
these articles;

Have agreed as follows:

I. SCOPE AND OPERATION

Article I. 1. Legal provisions of a Contracting State which require articles 
of precious metals to be assayed by an authorized body and to be marked with of 
ficial stamps so as to indicate that they have been satisfactorily assayed, or require 
such articles to be marked so as to indicate the sponsor, the nature of the metal or 
the standard of fineness, shall be deemed to be satisfied in respect of articles of 
precious metals imported from the territory of another Contracting State if such ar 
ticles have been controlled and marked in accordance with the provisions of this 
Convention.

2. For articles controlled and marked in accordance with the provisions of this 
Convention an importing Contracting State shall not require further assaying or 
marking of a kind referred to in paragraph 1, except for the purpose of check tests as 
provided in article 6.

3. Nothing in this Convention shall require a Contracting State to allow the 
importation or sale of articles of precious metals which do not fulfil its national 
minimum standards of fineness. Furthermore, nothing in this Convention shall re 
quire a Contracting State which accepts 800 as a standard of fineness for silver to 
allow the importation or sale of articles marked with the 830 standard of fineness.

Article 2. For the purposes of this Convention "articles of precious metals" 
means articles of silver, gold, platinum or alloys thereof, as defined in annex I.

Article 3. 1. In order to benefit from the provisions of article 1, articles of 
precious metals must be:
(a) submitted to an authorized assay office appointed in accordance with article 5;
(b) controlled by the authorized assay office in accordance with the rules and pro 

cedures laid down in annexes I and II;

1 Came into force on 27 June 1975 for the following States, i.e. four months after the deposit of the fourth instru 
ment of ratification with the Government of Sweden, in accordance with article 16 (2):

Date of deposit 
of instrument

State of ratification 
Austria ..................................................... 12 February 1974
Switzerland.................................................. 1 April 1974
Finland ..................................................... 9 January 1975
Sweden ..................................................... 27 February 1975

Vol. 960,1-13786



1975 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 107

(c) marked with the marks as prescribed in annex II, including the Common Con 
trol Mark as described in paragraph 8 thereof. 
2. The benefits of article 1 shall not be applicable to articles of precious metals

which, after being marked as prescribed in annex II have had any of these marks
altered or obliterated.

Article 4. The Contracting States shall not be obliged to apply the provisions 
of paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 1 to articles of precious metals which since being 
submitted to an authorized assay office, and controlled and marked as prescribed in 
article 3 have been altered by addition or in any other manner.

II. CONTROL AND SANCTIONS

Article 5. 1. Each Contracting State shall appoint one or more assay offices 
which shall be the only bodies authorized in its territory to carry out the control of 
articles of precious metals provided for in this Convention and to apply its own ap 
pointed assay office mark and the Common Control Mark.

2. Each Contracting State shall notify the depositary of the appointment of 
such authorized assay offices and of their assay office marks and any withdrawal of 
this authorization from any assay office previously appointed. The depositary shall 
immediately notify all other Contracting States accordingly.

Article 6. The provisions of this Convention shall not prevent a Contracting 
Stale from carrying out check tests on articles of precious metals bearing the marks 
provided for in this Convention. Such tests shall not be carried out in such a way as 
to hamper unduly the importation or sale of articles of precious metals marked in 
conformity with the provisions of this Convention.

Article 7. The Contracting States hereby empower the depositary to register 
with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), in accordance with the 
Convention of Paris for the Protection of Industrial Property, 1 the Common Con 
trol Mark as a national hall-mark of each Contracting State. The depositary shall 
also do so in the case of a Contracting State in relation to which this Convention 
enters into force at a later date or in the case of an acceding State.

Article 8. 1. Each Contracting State shall have and maintain legislation 
prohibiting subject to penalties, any forgery or misuse of the Common Control 
Mark provided for by this Convention or of the marks of the authorized assay of 
fices which have been notified in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 5, and any 
unauthorized alteration to the article or alteration or obliteration of the fineness 
mark or responsibility mark after the Common Control Mark has been applied.

2. Each Contracting State undertakes to institute proceedings under such 
legislation when sufficient evidence of forgery or misuse of the Common Control 
Mark or marks of the authorized assay offices, or unauthorized alteration to the ar 
ticle or alteration or obliteration of the fineness mark or responsibility mark after 
the Common Control Mark has been applied is discovered or brought to its atten 
tion by another Contracting State or, where more appropriate, to take other suitable 
action.

Article 9. 1. If an importing Contracting State or one of its assay offices 
has reason to believe that an assay office of an exporting Contracting State has af-

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 828, p. 305.
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fixed the Common Control Mark without having complied with the relevant provi 
sions of this Convention, the assay office by which the articles are purported to have 
been marked shall be immediately consulted, and the latter assay office shall prompt 
ly lend all reasonable assistance for the investigation of the case. If no satisfactory 
settlement is reached, either of the Parties may refer the case to the Standing Corn- 
ratification or accession this Convention shall enter into force in relation to those 
meeting of the Standing Committee not later than one month from the receipt of 
such notification.

2. If any matter has been referred to the Standing Committee under 
paragraph 1, the Standing Committee may, after having given an opportunity for 
the Parties concerned to be heard, make recommendations as to the appropriate ac 
tion to be taken.

3. If within a reasonable time a recommendation referred to in paragraph 2 
has not been complied with, or the Standing Committee has failed to make any 
recommendation, the importing Contracting State may then introduce such addi 
tional surveillance of articles of precious metals marked by that particular assay of 
fice and entering its territory, as it considers necessary, including the right tem 
porarily to refuse to accept such articles. Such measures shall immediately be 
notified to all Contracting States and shall be reviewed from time to time by the 
Standing Committee.

4. Where there is evidence of repeated and grave misapplication of the Com 
mon Control Mark the importing Contracting State may temporarily refuse to ac 
cept articles bearing the assay office mark of the assay office concerned whether or 
not controlled and marked in accordance with this Convention. In such a case the 
importing Contracting State shall immediately notify all other Contracting States 
and the Standing Committee shall meet within one month to consider the matter.

III. STANDING COMMITTEE AND AMENDMENTS

Article 10. 1. A Standing Committee is hereby established on which each 
Contracting State shall be represented. Each Contracting State shall have one vote.

2. The tasks of the Standing Committee shall be:
  to consider and review the operation of this Convention;
  to promote technical and administrative co-operation between the Contracting 

States in matters dealt with by this Convention;
  to consider measures for securing uniform interpretation and application of the 

provisions of this Convention;
  to encourage the adequate protection of the marks against forgery and misuse;
  to make recommendations in the case of any matter referred to it under the pro 

visions of paragraph 2 of article 9, or for the settlement of any dispute arising 
out of the operation of this Convention which is presented to the Standing Com 
mittee.
3. The Standing Committee shall adopt rules of procedure for its meeting in 

cluding rules for the convening of such meetings. This Committee shall meet at least 
once a year. The first meeting shall be convened by the depositary not later than six 
months after the coming into force of this Convention.

4. The Standing Committee may make recommendations on any question 
relating to the implementation of this Convention or make proposals for the amend 
ment of this Convention or its annexes. Such recommendations or proposals shall be 
transmitted to the depositary who shall notify all Contracting States.
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Article 11. 1. In the case of a proposal received from the Standing Commit 
tee for amendment of the annexes to the Convention the depositary shall notify all 
Contracting States and invite their Governments to give their consent to the pro 
posed amendment within four months. Such consent may be conditional in order to 
meet internal constitutional requirements.

2. Unless a negative reply has been received from the Government of a Con 
tracting State within the period mentioned in paragraph 1, the amendment to the an 
nexes shall come into force six months after the expiration of this period unless a 
later date for its entry into force has been provided for in the amendment, and pro 
vided that the conditions in any consent referred to in paragraph 1 have been ful 
filled. The depositary shall notify the entry into force and the relevant date to all 
Contracting States.

3. In the case of a proposal received from the Standing Committee for the 
amendment of the articles to the Convention, or in the case of a proposal for amend 
ment of the Convention or its annexes received from a Contracting State, the 
depositary shall submit such proposals for acceptance to all Contracting States.

4. If within three months from the date of the submission of a proposal for 
amendment under paragraph 3 a Contracting State requests that negotiations be 
opened on the proposal, the depositary shall arrange for such negotiations to be 
held.

5. Provided it is accepted by all Contracting States, an amendment to this 
Convention or its annexes proposed under paragraph 3 shall enter into force one 
month after deposit of the last instrument of acceptance unless another date is pro 
vided for in the amendment. Instruments of acceptance shall be deposited with the 
depositary who shall notify all Contracting States.

IV. FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 12. 1. This Convention is open to accession by any State being a 
Member of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies or of the Inter 
national Atomic Energy Agency or a Party to the Statute of the International Court 
of Justice and having arrangements for the assay and marking of articles of precious 
metals necessary to comply with the requirements of this Convention.

2. Requests for accession expressing willingness to accept the obligations 
under this Convention, together with a description of the assay offices which the re 
questing State proposes to appoint in accordance with article 5, shall be addressed to 
the depositary who shall notify the Governments of all Contracting States and ask 
them to consent to the accession.

3. The Governments of the Contracting States shall base their decision 
whether to consent to the accession solely on the technical competence and the 
reliability of the assay office described in the request for accession and on the exist 
ence of arrangements necessary to comply with the provisions of article 8.

4. The Governments shall notify their reply to the depositary within four 
months after receipt of the notification of a request for accession. Any Government 
not replying within that period shall be deemed to have consented to the accession. 
The depositary shall inform the Governments of the requesting State and of the 
Contracting States whether the request for accession has received general consent.

5. Provided that the Governments of all Contracting States have consented to 
the accession, the requesting State may accede to this Convention by depositing an 
instrument of accession with the depositary which shall notify all other Contracting
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States. The accession shall become effective three months after deposit of that in 
strument.

Article 13. The Kingdom of Denmark and the Republic of Iceland, which 
participated in the drafting of this Convention, may accede to it by depositing an in 
strument of accession with the depositary. The accession shall become effective two 
months after the date of deposit of that instrument, but not before the expiry of the 
period of four months mentioned in paragraph 2 of article 16.

Article 14. \. The Government of any signatory or acceding State may, 
when depositing its instrument of ratification or accession, or at any time thereafter, 
declare in writing to the depositary that this Convention shall apply to all or part of 
the territories, designated in the declaration, for the external relations of which it is 
responsible. The depositary shall communicate any such declaration to the Govern 
ments of all other Contracting States.

2. If the declaration was made at the time of the deposit of the instrument of 
ratification or accession this Convention shall enter into force in relation to those 
territories on the same date as the Convention enters into force in relation to the 
State having made the declaration. In all other cases the Convention shall enter into 
force in relation to those territories three months after the declaration has been 
received by the depositary.

3. The application of this Convention to all or part of such territories may be 
terminated by the Government of the State having made the declaration referred to 
in paragraph 1 provided that it gives three months' notice in writing to the depositary 
which shall notify all other Contracting States.

Article 15. Any Contracting State may withdraw from this Convention pro 
vided that it gives twelve months' notice in writing to the depositary who shall notify 
all Contracting States, or on such other terms as may be agreed upon by the Con 
tracting States. Each Contracting State undertakes that, in the event of its 
withdrawal from the Convention, it will cease after withdrawal to use or apply the 
Common Control Mark for any purpose.

Article 16. 1. This Convention shall be ratified by the signatory States. The 
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the depositary which shall notify 
all other signatory States.

2. This Convention shall enter into force four months after deposit of the 
fourth instrument of ratification. In relation to any other signatory State depositing 
subsequently its instrument of ratification this Convention shall enter into force two 
months after the date of deposit but not before the expiry of the above-mentioned 
period of four months.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, 
duly authorized thereto, have signed the 
present Convention.

DONE at Vienna this fifteenth day of 
November 1972 in a single copy in the 
English and French languages, both 
texts being equally authentic, which 
shall be deposited with the Government 
of Sweden, by which certified copies 
shall be transmitted to all other 
signatory and acceding States.

EN FOI DE QUOI, les soussignés, dûment 
autorisés à cet effet, ont signé la présente 
Convention.

FAIT à Vienne le quinze novembre 
1972 en français et en anglais, les deux 
textes faisant également foi, en un seul 
exemplaire qui sera déposé auprès du 
Gouvernement de la Suède qui en trans 
mettra copie certifiée conforme à tous les 
autres Etats signataires et adhérents.

For the Republic of Austria: 
DR. RUDOLF MARTINS

For the Republic of Finland: 
KLAUS A. SAHLGREN

For the Kingdom of Norway: 
NIELS L. DAHL

For the Portuguese Republic: 
ANTONIO DE SIQUEIRA FREIRE

For the Kingdom of Sweden: 
K. G. LAGERFELT

For the Swiss Confederation: 
P. LANGUETIN

For the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland:
FREDERICK MASON

Pour la République d'Autriche : 
DR. RUDOLF MARTINS

Pour la République de Finlande : 
KLAUS A. SAHLGREN

Pour le Royaume de Norvège : 
NIELS L. DAHL

Pour la République portugaise : 
ANTONIO DE SIQUEIRA FREIRE

Pour le Royaume de Suède : 
K. G. LAGERFELT

Pour la Confédération suisse : 
P. LANGUETIN

Pour le Royaume-Uni de 
Grande-Bretagne et d'Irlande 

du Nord :
FREDERICK MASON

Vol, 960, 1-13786



1975 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 117

ANNEX I

DEFINITIONS AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
1. For the purposes of this Convention articles of precious metals means articles con 

sisting of or containing gold, silver, platinum or their alloys and complete as to all their 
metallic parts, but excluding the following:
(a) articles consisting of alloys of a fineness less than 375 for gold, 800 for silver or 950 for 

platinum;
(b) parts or incomplete semi-manufactures;
(c) raw materials including bars, plates, sheets, foils, rods, wire, strips and tubes. 
Standards of fineness

2. The following standards of fineness shall be recognized for the purpose of this Con 
vention:

(a) for gold, 750, 585 and 375;
(b) for silver, 925, 830 and 800;
(c) for platinum, 950.

3. "Fineness" means the number of parts by weight of fine gold or silver or platinum in 
1,000 parts by weight of alloy.

4. The standard of fineness of any article of precious metal, which is of a fineness 
higher than a standard for that metal mentioned in paragraph 2 shall for the purposes of this 
Convention be regarded as being of the nearest lower standard as defined in that paragraph.

5. The fineness of all parts of the article, excluding solder and such parts as are permit 
ted under paragraphs 7-14, shall be not less than the standard of fineness for the article con 
cerned.
The use of solder

6. Standards of fineness of solder shall be as follows:
(a) Gold The solder for gold articles shall be of the same standard of fineness as the article 

concerned, subject to the following exceptions:
In the case of gold articles of filigree work and watch cases of the 750 standard, the 

solder shall contain not less than 740 parts of gold per 1,000. For white gold articles of the 
750 standard the solder shall contain not less than 585 parts of gold per 1,000.

(b) Silver Solder for silver shall contain not less than 650 parts of silver per 1,000.
(c) Platinum Solder for platinum shall contain at least 995 parts per 1,000 of gold, silver,

platinum or palladium.
Solder which is below the standard of fineness of the article shall be used only in the quanti 

ties necessary for joining. Such solder shall not be used for strengthening, weighting or filling.
The use of base metal parts

7. Base metal parts in precious metal articles shall be prohibited except as follows:
(a) movements of propelling pencils, clocks and watches, the internal mechanism of lighters 

and similar mechanisms where precious metals are unsuitable for technical reasons;
(b) blades of knives and such parts of bottle openers and corkscrews and similar articles 

which for technical reasons cannot be made of precious metals;
(c) springs;
(d) wire for joints of silver hinges;
(e) pins for silver brooches.

8. Base metal parts permitted under paragraph 7(a), (c), (d) and (e) shall not be 
soldered to the precious metal.

9. Base metal parts where practicable shall be stamped or engraved "METAL" or with a 
specific designation of the metal; where this is impracticable these shall be readily 
distinguishable by colour from the precious metal. This requirement shall not apply to clock
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or watch movements. Base metal shall not be used merely for strengthening, weighting or fill 
ing purposes.
The use of non-metallic substances

10. The use of non-metallic parts shall be permitted provided these are clearly 
distinguishable from the precious metal, they are not plated or coloured to resemble precious 
metals and their extent is clearly visible. Non-metallic fillings for handles for knives, forks and 
spoons shall also be permitted provided such fillings are used only in the quantities that are 
necessary for joining.
The use of more than one precious metal in the same article

11. The use of more than one precious metal in the same article shall be prohibited ex 
cept in the following cases:
(a) the use of platinum parts on articles which contain gold parts exceeding 50 per cent by 

weight of the total metallic parts, provided that the article is marked as gold on the gold 
part with the marks specified in paragraph 5 of annex II;

(b) the use of gold and/or platinum parts on articles which contain silver parts exceeding 50 
per cent by weight of the total metallic parts, provided that the article is marked as silver 
on the silver part with the marks specified in paragraph 5 of annex II;

(c) the use of small working parts of a less precious metal, such as tongues for clasps, which 
for technical reasons cannot be made of the more precious metal, provided that the less 
precious part is stamped or engraved with a specific designation of the metal.
12. The coating of silver articles with gold is permitted provided that the whole article is 

marked as silver. The coating of white gold, silver or platinum articles with rhodium is permit 
ted provided that the whole article is marked as gold, silver or platinum respectively.

13. Undercoats or final coatings of metals, other than those permitted under paragraph 
12, on precious metal articles shall be prohibited.

14. The parts of platinum referred to in paragraph 1 l(a), the parts of gold or platinum 
referred to in paragraph 11 (b), the parts of less precious metal referred to in paragraph 11 (c), 
and the gold coating referred to in paragraph 12 shall be of a fineness not less than the 
minimum standard of fineness for these metals as laid down in paragraph 2.

ANNEX II
CONTROL BY THE AUTHORIZED ASSAY OFFICES

1. An authorized assay office shall examine whether articles of precious metals which 
are presented to it in order to be marked with the Common Control Mark will fulfil the condi 
tions of annex I to this Convention.
Methods of analysis

2. The authorized assay office shall use one of the following methods of analysis in 
assaying articles of precious metals:

— Gold: Cupellation
— Silver: Gay-Lussac or 

Volhard or 
Potentiometric

— Platinum: Gravimetric (Ammonium Chloroplatinate) or 
Atomic Absorption or 
Spectrographic or 
Spectrophotometric

3. The number of samples taken and analysed shall be sufficient to enable the assay of 
fice to be satisfied that all parts of all articles controlled are up to the required standards of 
fineness.
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4. No minus tolerance shall be permitted. The authorized assay office may, however, 
accept assay results showing a small deviation below standard falling within the margins of 
recognized inaccuracies in the approved assay methods. 
Marking

5. The following marks shall be applied:
(a) a registered responsibility mark as described in paragraph 7;
(b) a number in arabic numerals showing the standard of fineness of the article in parts per 

thousand;
(c) the mark of the authorized assay office;
(d) the Common Control Mark as described in paragraph 8. 
Marks (a) and (b) shall be punched or cast on the article. 
Marks (c) and (d) shall be punched on the article.

6. If an article consists of parts, one or more of which are hinged or readily separable 
from the main part of the article, the above marks shall be applied only to the main part. In 
such case the assay office shall where practicable apply the Common Control Mark to the 
other parts.

7. The responsibility mark referred to in paragraph 5(a) shall consist of the name of the 
sponsor, an abbreviation thereof or a symbol, which has been entered into an official register 
of the Contracting State, or one of its authorized assay offices, in whose territory the article in 
question is controlled.

8. The Common Control Mark shall consist of the representation of a balance together 
with the number in arabic numerals showing the standard of fineness of the article in parts per 
thousand in relief on a lined background surrounded by a shield indicating the nature of the 
precious metal as follows:

— for gold articles:

— for silver articles:

— for platinum articles:

Examples of the design of the Common Control Mark are reproduced at appendix.
9. If the article is found by the authorized assay office to comply with the provisions of 

annex I to this Convention the authorized assay office may mark the article with its appointed 
assay office mark and the Common Control Mark. In cases where the Common Control Mark 
is applied the authorized assay office shall, before the article leaves its custody, ensure that the 
article is fully marked in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 5 and 6. Whenever 
possible all marks shall be placed in immediate proximity to each other.

Vol.960,1-I3786



124 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1975

APPENDIX-APPENDICE

EXAMPLES OF THE COMMON CONTROL MARK 
MODÈLES DU POINÇON COMMUN

For gold articles of the standard of fineness 750 
Pour les ouvrages d'or au titre de 750

For silver articles of the standard of fineness 925 
Pour les ouvrages d'argent au titre de 925

For platinum articles of the standard of fineness 950 
Pour les ouvrages de platine au titre de 950
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