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AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON THE SUPPLY 
OF GRAIN

The Government of the United States of America ("USA") and the Government 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ("USSR");

Recalling the Basic Principles of Relations Between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of May 29, 1972;

Desiring to strengthen long-term cooperation between the two countries on the 
basis of mutual benefit and equality;

Mindful of the importance which the production of food, particularly grain, has 
for the peoples of both countries;

Recognizing the need to stabilize trade in grain between the two countries;
Affirming their conviction that cooperation in the field of trade will contribute 

to overall improvement of relations between the two countries;
Have agreed as follows:

Article I. The Government of the USA and the Government of the USSR 
hereby enter into an Agreement for the purchase and sale of wheat and corn for sup 
ply to the USSR. To this end, during the period that this Agreement is in force, ex 
cept as otherwise agreed by the Parties, (i) the foreign trade organizations of the 
USSR shall purchase from private commercial sources, for shipment in each twelve 
month period beginning October 1, 1976, six million metric tons of wheat and corn, 
in approximately equal proportions, grown in the USA; and (ii) the Government of 
the USA shall employ its good offices to facilitate and encourage such sales by 
private commercial sources.

The foreign trade organizations of the USSR may increase this quantity without 
consultations by up to two million metric tons in any twelve month period, beginning 
October 1, 1976 unless the Government of the USA determines that the USA has a 
grain supply of less than 225 million metric tons as defined in Article V.

Purchases/sales of wheat and corn under this Agreement will be made at the 
market price prevailing for these products at the time of purchase/sale and in accord 
ance with normal commercial terms.

Article H. During the term of this Agreement, except as otherwise agreed by 
the Parties, the Government of the USA shall not exercise any discretionary author 
ity available to it under United States law to control exports of wheat and corn pur 
chased for supply to the USSR in accordance with Article I.

Article HI. In carrying out their obligations under this Agreement, the 
foreign trade organizations of the USSR shall endeavor to space their purchases in 
the USA and shipments to the USSR as evenly as possible over each 12-month 
period.

1 Came into force on 20 October 1975 by signature, in accordance with article IX. 
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Article IV. The Government of the USSR shall assure that, except as the 
Parties may otherwise agree, all wheat and corn grown in the USA and purchased by 
foreign trade organizations of the USSR shall be supplied for consumption in the 
USSR.

Article V. In any year this Agreement is in force when the total grain supply in 
the USA, defined as the official United States Department of Agriculture estimates 
of the carry-in stocks of grain plus the official United States Department of Agricul 
ture forward crop estimates for the coming crop year, falls below 225 million metric 
tons of all grains, the Government of the USA may reduce the quantity of wheat and 
corn available for purchase by foreign trade organizations of the USSR under Arti 
cle I(i).

Article VI. Whenever the Government of the USSR wishes the foreign trade 
organizations of the USSR to be able to purchase more wheat or corn grown in the 
USA than the amounts specified in Article I, it shall immediately notify the Govern 
ment of the USA.

Whenever the Government of the USA wishes private commercial sources to be 
able to sell more wheat or corn grown in the USA than the amounts specified in Arti 
cle I, it shall immediately notify the Government of the USSR.

In both instances, the Parties will consult as soon as possible in order to reach 
agreement on possible quantities of grain to be supplied to the USSR prior to pur 
chase/sale or conclusion of contracts for the purchase/sale of grain in amounts 
above those specified in Article I.

Article VII. It is understood that the shipment of wheat and corn from the 
USA to the USSR under this Agreement shall be in accord with the provisions of the 
American-Soviet Agreement on Maritime Matters' which is in force during the 
period of shipments hereunder.

Article VIII. The Parties shall hold consultations concerning the implementa 
tion of this Agreement and related matters at intervals of six months beginning six 
months after the date of entry into force of this Agreement, and at any other time at 
the request of either Party.

Article IX. This Agreement shall enter into force on execution and shall re 
main in force until September 30, 1981 unless extended for a mutually agreed period.

DONE at Moscow, this 20th day of October, 1975, in duplicate, in the English 
and Russian languages, both texts being equally authentic.

For the Government For the Government 
of the United States of America: of the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics:

[Signed - Signé] 2 [Signed - Signé] 3

' See p. 373 of this volume.
2 Signed by Charles W. Robinson-Sign  par Charles W. Robinson.
3 Signed by N. Patolichev-Sign  par N, Patolitchev,
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