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CONVENTION' ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO
OUTER SPACE

The States Parties to this Convention,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Recalling that the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the
exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, of
27 January 1967* affirms that States shall bear international responsibility for their
national activities in outer space and refers to the State on whose registry an object
launched into outer space is carried,

Recalling also that the Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return of
astronauts and the return of objects launched into outer space of 22 April 1968 pro-
vides that a launching authority shall, upon request, furnish identifying data prior to
the return of an object it has launched into outer space found beyond the territorial
limits of the launching authority,

Recalling further that the Convention on international liability for damage
caused by space objects of 29 March 1972 establishes international rules and pro-
cedures concerning the liability of launching States for damage caused by their space
objects,

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States
in the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial
bodies, to make provision for the national registration by launching States of space
objects launched into outer space,

Desiring further that a central register of objects launched into outer space be
established and maintained, on a mandatory basis, by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, \

Desiring also to provide for States Parties additional means and procedures to
assist in the identification of space objects,

Believing that a mandatory system of registering objects launched into outer
space would, in particular, assist in their identification and would contribute to the
application and development of international law governing the exploration and use
of outer space,

Have agreed on the following:

I Came into force in respect of the States indicated hereafter on 15 September 1976, the date of deposit of the fifth
instrument of ratification with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in accordance with article V1II (3). In-
struments of ratification or accession were deposited as follows:

Date of deposit

of the instrument
State of ratification
B AMCE . s vttt st vtienettenannarnsetosnsonetosnorsnosssnonnnaains 17 December 1975
BUlaria ..o it ittt e et 11 May 1976
BT T N 9 June 1976
[0 11T T - O 4 August 1976
United States of AMEIiCa «.vvviviiiireiriiiiiereeniorreseennnanen 15 September 1976

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 610, p. 205.
3 Ibid., vol. 672, p. 119.
4 Ibid., vol. 961, p. 187.
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Article I. For the purposes of this Convention:

(@) The term “launching State” means:
(i) a State which launches or procures the launching of a space object;
(ii) a State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched;

(b) The term “space object” includes component parts of a space object as well
as its launch vehicle and parts thereof;

(¢) The term “State of registry” means a launching State on whose registry a
space object is carried in accordance with article II.

Article II. 1. When a space object is launched into earth orbit or beyond,
the launching State shall register the space object by means of an entry in an appro-
priate registry which it shall maintain. Each launching State shall inform the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the establishment of such a registry.

2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of any such space
object, they shall jointly determine which one of them shall register the object in ac-
cordance with paragraph 1 of this article, bearing in mind the provisions of article
VIII of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the exploration
and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, and without
prejudice to appropriate agreements concluded or to be concluded among the
launching States on jurisdiction and control over the space object and over any per-
sonnel thereof.

3. The contents of each registry and the conditions under which it is main-
tained shall be determined by the State of registry concerned.

Article III. 1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain a
Register in which the information furnished in accordance with article IV shall be
recorded.

2. There shall be full and open access to the information in this Register.

Article IV. 1. Each State of registry shall furnish to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, as soon as practicable, the following information concerning
each space object carried on its registry:

() name of launching State or States;
(b) an appropriate designator of the space object or its registration number;
(¢) date and territory or location of launch;
(d) basic orbital parameters, including:
(i) nodal period,

(i) inclination,

(iii) apogee,

(iv) perigee;

(e) general function of the space object.

2. Each State of registry may, from time to time, provide the Secretary-
General of the United Nations with additional information concerning a space object
carried on its registry.

3. Each Stafe of registry shall notify the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, to the greatest extent feasible and as soon as practicable, of space objects con-
cerning which it has previously transmitted information, and which have been but no
longer are in earth orbit.
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Article V. Whenever a space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is
marked with the designator or registration number referred to in article 1V,
paragraph 1 (b), or both, the State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General of
this fact when submitting the information regarding the space object in accordance
with article IV. In such case, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
record this notification in the Register.

Article VI. Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has
not enabled a State Party to identify a space object which has caused damage to it or
to any of its natural or juridical persons, or which may be of a hazardous or
deleterious nature, other States Parties, including in particular States possessing
space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respond to the greatest extent feasible
to a request by that State Party, or transmitted through the Secretary-General on its
behalf, for assistance under equitable and reasonable conditions in the identification
of the object. A State Party making such a request shall, to the greatest extent feasi-
ble, submit information as to the time, nature and circumstances of the events giving
rise to the request. Arrangements under which such assistance shall be rendered shall
be the subject of agreement between the parties concerned.

Article VII. 1. Inthis Convention, with the exception of articles VIII to XII
inclusive, references to States shall be deemed to apply to any international inter-
governmental organization which conducts space activities if the organization
declares its acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention
and if a majority of the States members of the organization are States Parties to this
Convention and to the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the
exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies.

2. States members of any such organization which are States Parties to this
Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization makes a
declaration in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article VIII, 1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at
United Nations Headquarters in New York. Any State which does not sign this Con-
vention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may
accede to it at any time.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instru-
ments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be gleposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall enter into force among the States which have
deposited instruments of ratification on the deposit of the fifth such instrument with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited
subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the
date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding
States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratifica-
tion of and accession to this Convention, the date of its entry into force and other
notices.

Article I1X. Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to
the Convention. Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Con-
vention accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States
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Parties to the Convention and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Con-
vention on the date of acceptarice by it.

Article X. Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the ques-

tion of the review of the Convention shall be included in the provisional agenda of

_ the United Nations General Assembly in order to consider, in the light of past appli-

cation of the Convention, whether it requires revision. However, at any time after

the Convention has been in force for five years, at the request of one third of the

States Parties to the Convention and with the concurrence of the majority of the

States Parties, a conference of the States Parties shall be convened to review this

Convention. Such review shall take into account in particular any relevant

technological developments, including those relating to the identification of space
objects.

Article XI. Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its
withdrawal from the Convention one year after its entry into force by written noti-
fication to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take
effect one year from the date of receipt of this notification.

Article XII. The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall send certified copies
thereof to all signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signatute at New
York on the fourteenth day of January one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five.
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FOR AFGHANISTAN:
PouR L’AFGHANISTAN:
¢ il oo

BT & F

3a AdranucraH:
PoR EL AFGANISTAN:

For ALBANIA:
Pour L’ALBANIE:
: Lol o

T e r
3a AaGanuio:
Por ALBANIA:

For ALGERIA:
Pour L’ALGERIE:
: J.?\ ) o

BT 42 & 4| ¢
3a AJskup:

POR ARGELIA:

FOrR ARGENTINA:
PouR 1.”ARGENTINE
e I

Pl 4R £ .

3a Apreuruny:
POR LA ARGENTINA:

" CARLOS ORTIZ DE R0OzAS
Marzo 26 de 1975

FoR AUSTRALIA:
PoOUR 1,’AUSTRALIE:
R

MK AL

3a AgcrpaJjaHio:
Por AUSTRALIA:
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For AusTRIA:

Pour L’AUTRICHE:

R L LY

A A

3a ABCTpHIO:

Por AUSTRIA:
PETER JANKOWITSCH
14/10/1975

For THE BanaMaAs:

Pour LES BaHAMAS:

: Lol 5o 0

e g

3a Baramckne ocrposa:

Por LAs BARAMAS:

For BAHRAIN:
Pour BAHREIN:
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3a Baxpeiin:
Por BAHREIN:

ForBANGLADESH:
PouUR LE BANGLADESH :

v Sy &
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3a BaurJjgageni:
POR BANGLADESH :

For BARBADOS:
PoUR LA BARBADE:

2 bl o
e e 5 i
3a Bapb6angoc:
Por BARBADOS:
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For BELGIUM:
Pour LA BELGIQUE:

: Sy o
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3a Beaprmo:
Por BELGICA:

E. LONGERSTAEY
19 mars 1975

For BaHUTAN:
Pour LE BHOUTAN:
1 Mg

A

3a Byran:

Por BHUTAN:

For BoLrivia:
Pour 1A BoLIVIE:
1 Ldd g 8

WA T

3a BoJsmBuio:
Por Bovrivia:

For BorswaNa:
Pour LE BoTrswana:

e
14 % R. 4R
3a Borcsany:
Por BoTrswaNA:

For Brazir:
Pour LE BREsiL:

s A oe
b

3a Bpaswmio:
Por L Brasin:
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For BuLGARIA:
Pour 1A BULGARIE:

s Ll e

1% 4o | L.:
3a Boarapmio:
Por BurLcaria:

GUERO GROZEV
11/4. 1976'

For Burma:

Pour LA BIRMANIE:
Plog oo

ifm &) :

3a Bupmy:

Por BIRMANIA:

For Burunbpr:
Pour LE Burunbi:
PR

H Fid

3a BypyHpu:
Por Burunpi:

JOSEPH NDABANIWE
Le 13 novembre 1975

For THE ByeLoRrussran SovieT SociaList REPUBLIC:
Pour LA REPUBLIQUE SOCIALISTE SOVIETIQUE DE BIELORUSSIE:

2 a8 2V ) gy L) gy o

ailf FHrHixits 2 X HAaF]:
3a Beaopycckyro CoBerckyio Commpasmceruyeckyio PecnyOumky:
Por LA REPUBLICA SOCIALISTA SOVIETICA DE BIELORRUSIA:

G. TCHERNOQUCHTCHENKO

30.VL.75

! 4 February 1976 —4 février 1976.
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Val. 1023, 115020



1976 United Nations — Treaty Series ® Nations Unies — Recinejl des Traités 47
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For CUBA:
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For CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Pour LA TCHECOSLOVAQUIE:
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Por CHECOSLOVAQUIA;

LapisLav SMip
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For DaHOMEY:
Pour LE DAHOMEY:
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3a Jdaromero:

Por EL DAHOMEY:

For THE DEMoOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA:

Pour LA REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DEMOCRATIQUE DE COREE:
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Por LA REpUBLICA PoPULAR DEMOCRATICA DE COREA:

For THE DEmMocrAaTIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM:
Pour LA REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU VIET-NAM :
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3a Jdemokparuueckyio PecniyOmxy Boernam:
Por 1A REPUBLICA DEMOCRATICA DE VIET-NAM:

For DEMocRrATIC YEMEN:
Pour LE YEMEN DEMOCRATIQUE:
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3a demoxpatnuyecknin Memen:
Por L YEMEN DEMOCRATICO:
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For DENMARK:
Pour LE DANEMARK:
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For EQuATORIAL GUINEA:

PouR LA GUINEE EQUATORIALE:
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For ETHIOPIA:
Pour v’ETHIOPIE:
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For GaBon:
Pour LE GABON:
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3a I'adou:
Por EL GABON:

For GaMBIA:
Pour LA GAMBIE:
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3a I'amCuio:
Por GAMBIA:

For THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC:
Pour LA REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE ALLEMANDE :
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Por LA REPUBLICA DEMOCRATICA ALEMANA :

PETER FLORIN
27.8.1975

For GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF:

PouR L’ALLEMAGNE, REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D’:
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2-3-76'

1 2 March 1976 —2 mars 1976.

Vol. 1023, [- 15020



52 United Nations — Treaty Series ® Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités

1976

For GHANA:
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Pour Monaco:

t Sy f
PEin &
32 Monaxo:
Por MoONACO:

Val. 1023, 1- 15020



1976 United Nations — Treaty Series @ Nations Unies ~— Recueil des Traités

61

For MoNcGoLIA:
Pour LA MonNGOLIE:

1 L gite oF

% &

3a Mourosmio:
Por MoNGOLIA:

TSEVEGZAVYN PUNTSAGNOROV
30.X.75

For Morocco:
Pour LE MaRocC:

A e

A %

3a Mapoxxko:
Por MARRUECOS:

For NaURU:
Pour Nauru:
ST ST
3§ & .

3a Haypy:
Por NAURU:

For NEPAL:
 Pour LE NEPAL:
3 JL_.“_: o&

VAT I

3a HenaJa:
Por NEPAL:

For THE NETHERLANDS!
Pour LEs Pays-Bas:

: LY JA ‘_,9

R

3a HupgepJaaHabI:
Por Los Paises Bagos:
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For NEw ZEALAND:

Pour LA NOUVELLE-ZELANDE:
e BTN

&2

3a Hogsyio 3ejanpuio:

Por NUEVA ZELANDIA:

For NICARAGUA:
Pour LE NICARAGUA:

AP-R LR

R, hota i :
3a Huxaparya:
Por NICARAGUA:

GUILLERMO LANG
May 13-1975

FoRr THE NIGER:
Pour LE NIGER:

2 el o8
Y- I
3a Hmurep:
Por rL NiGER:

ILLA SALIFOU
Le 5 aofit 1976

For NIGERIA:
Pour LE NiGERIA:

t L
/e84 3
3a Hurepmo:
Por NiGERIA:
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For Norway:
Pour LA NORVEGE:
KRN

95 & :

3a Hopgeermio:
Por NoORUEGA:

For OMan:
Pour L’OmaN :

S S
T % :
3a Oman:
Por OmMAN:

FoRr PAKISTAN:
Pour LE PAKISTAN:
H QL—-S" Lg U‘
e A Hre:
3a Iaxkucran:
PoR EL PAKISTAN:
I. A. AKHUND
1 December 1975

For PANAMA:
Pour LE Panama:
H LnLJLa o
5.

3a IManamy:
Por PANAMA:

For PARAGUAY:
Pour LE PAracguay:
v sl oF

e iz £

3a IMaparsadk:
Por EL PARAGUAY:
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For PERU:
Pour LE PERoU:

B} J,!\ o
Ao G-

3a Ilepy:
Por EL PERU:

FoR THE PHILIPPINES:
PouRr LES PHILIPPINES:

| R
e

3a PHIHINUEBI:
Por FiLiPINAS:

For PoLAND:
PoUR LA PoLoGNE:
r LY > o=

WE

3a Xoasury:

Por Poronia:

HENRYK JAROSZEK
December 4, 1975

For PorTUGAL:
Pour LE PorTUGAL:

AHF:

3a Iopryrasono:
Por PoRrTUGAL:

For QATAR:
PouUR LE QATAR:

: JJA-; N

—+ 3R
3a Karap:
Por QATAR:
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For THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA:
Pour LA REPUBLIQUE DE COREE:

1l g8 Ly oF
R ¥R BE:

3a Kopeiickyio Pecny6iuky:
Por LA RepUBLICA DE COREA:

For THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM:

Pour 1A REPUBLIQUE DU VIET-NAM:

e Ry

A dy H 4o B

3a Pecny6.mxy BrerHam:

Por rA RepUBLICA DE VIET-NAM:

For RoMANIA:
Pour A ROUMANIE:
s ey, o6

Y5 RIL:

3a Pympimo:
Por Rumania:

For RwaNDA:
Pour LE RwANDA:
: Wty o

P ALk :

3a Pyanay:

Por RwaNpa:

For San Marino:
Pour SAINT-MARIN:
i o )Lo - N
25 i

3a Can-MapuHoO:
Por SAN MARINO:
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FoR Saupi ARABIA:

Pour 1L’ARABIE SAOUDITE:

2 & gl Byl Bt
4% R 244

3a CaynoBckyo ApaBuio:
PoRr ARABIA SAUDITA:

For SENEGAL:
PoUR LE SENEGAL:
s Jueh N
Eog
3a Cenera.a:

PoR EL SENEGAL:

For SiErRrRA LEONE:
Pour 1A SIERRA LEONE:
bl e
KiZH%R:

3a Creppa-Jleone:
Por SierrA LEONA:

For SINGAPORE:
Pour SINGAPOUR:
t e ‘,JLa.... Jf-

3 fo 3K

3a Cunranyp:
Por SINGAPUR:

ToMMY KOH THONG BEE
31st August 1976

For SoMALIA:
Pour LA SOMALIE:

bl gualt 2
F B E

3a ComaJm:
PoRr SOMALIA:
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For SourH AFRICA:
Pour vL’AFRIQUE DU Sub:
) 4k

3a I0xnyw Adpukry:
PoR SUDAFRICA:

For SpaIn:

Pour L’EsPAGNE:
f i e

& 3 i

3a Hcoauuro:
Por EspaNa:

For Sri LANKA:
Pour Sri LANKA:

SRV E N
#E L
3a IlIpu JIanka:
Por Sri1 LANkaA:

For THE SupDaAN:
PoOUR LE SOUDAN:
bl 2

B A

3a Cynmau:

Por EL SUDAN:

FoR SWAZILAND:
Pour LE SOUAZILAND:
M) g
g+ 2
3a Crasnienn:
Por SWAZILANDIA:
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For SWEDEN:
Pour LA SUEDE:
2y adl e

3E .

3a llIBemmio:
Por Suecia:

OLor RYDBECK
June 9th, 1976

FoRrR SWITZERLAND:

Pounr LA Suissk:

Pty F

3 4

3a Illsefiuapnio:

Por Suiza:.

SIGISMOND MARCUARD
Le 14 avril 1975
For THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:
Pour 1A REPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE
R R X N
fol 3= 16 4241 . 44 4o & :
3a Cupmiickyro Apadcxyio Pecny6uauxy:
Por LA REPUBLICA ARABE SiRIA:

For THAILAND:
Pour 1A THAILANDE:
A& El:

3a Tanaanpg:

Por TAILANDIA:
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For Toco:
Pour LE Toco:

T

$ %

3a Toro:
Por E1 Togo:

For Tonga:
Pour LEs Tonga:
N

% ho:

3a ToHra:
PorTonca:

For TRINIDAD AND ToBAGO:
Pour LA TRINITE-ET-TOBAGO:
Plgs S e

14 2 Rik4o 4 &
3a Tpunnpnan u To6aro:
Por TRiNIDAD Y TaABAcGO:

For Tunisia:
Pour rA TunIsIE:
f o
IR

3a Tynuec:

Por TUNEZ:

For TURKEY:
Pour 1A TURQUIE:

¢ LS A

1 H H:
3a Typmumio:
Por TurqQuia:
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For UcANDA:
Pour L’OUGANDA:

st sl s
B Fik:
3a Yranpy:
Por UcANDA:

For THE UkRrAINIAN SoviET SociarList REpPUBLIC:
Pour LA REPUBLIQUE SOCIALISTE SOVIETIQUE D’UKRAINE:

¢ Lol gt L8V 2NV LS S0\ L) ger oo

B AL B EA T X o @

3a Yxpaunckyio Coserckyro Commammcruyeckyio Pecny6amky:
Por LA REPUBLICA SocIALISTA SoviETICA DE UCRANIA:

MARTUNENKO
11.07.75"

For THE Union oF SovIET SociALisT REPUBLICS:

Pour L’UnioN pDES REPUBLIQUES SOCIALISTES SOVIETIQUES:
: 2,_.7‘.:53—“ 2._.’5\‘,:&?\ \:b_J”‘q-J\JLaJ\. R

P TR TN .

D HiIR S T X H 4o E AL B

3a Cow3 Corerckux ComuaaHcrHueckux PecnmyGuamk:
Por 1A UnidN DE REPUBLICAS SOCIALISTAS SOVIETICAS:

Y. A. MaLIk
17.V1,75

For THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES:
Pour LEs EMIRATS ARABES UNIS:

t sdoeiall Ly yall IR N (B Y o

M 4246 BX A B K B

3a O6neguHenHbIie ApadcKue OMHUpATHI
Por Los EMIRATOS ARABES UNIDOS:

111 July 197511 juillet 1975,
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For THE UnNiTED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND:
Pour LE RoYAuME-UN1 DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D’IRLANDE DU NORD:

: LIl L ol pedaalt L_.__.'Un._:_).’ S.WJ‘&..J\O;

AR IVAR A AL & A XAt A T B

3a Coepunennoe Koposescrso BemkoGpuranun m Cesepuoii HpJapmau:
Por EL REiNo UNipo DE GRAN BRETANA E IRLANDA DEL NORTE:

IBOR SEWARD RICHARD
6/5/75"

For TaE UniTED REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON:
Pour rA REPuBLIQUE-UNIE DU CAMEROUN:

t ezl 09 pmalS) G pper

vf F KETX G 3t fuF)] -

3a O6vexanenny0 Pecnybimxy Kamepyn:
Por 1A REPUBLICA UNipDA DEL CAMERUN:

For THE UniTED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA:
Pour 1A REPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE:

? soeng) L:.J‘}:: L_ J Jl'h [)"

38 & R T BEA B Ao ] :

3a O6veanHennyio Pecny6imky Tanzanma:
Por 1.4 REpPUBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANIA

For THE UNMITED STATES OF AMERICA:
Pour LEs ETaTs-Unis D’AMERIQUE :
2 25y V) susl LY s

£ 4 B A L E):
3a Coemmnennsie IITaThl AMEpHKH:
Por Los EsTapos UNIDOS DE AMERICA :

JOHN ScALl
24 January 1975

1 6 May 1975—6 mai 1975.
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For THE UprPER VOLTA:
Pour A HauTe-VoLTA:

: \..._.\J\ (€] )ﬂ\ R

LR 4%

3a Bepxuioro Boabry:
Por EL ALTO VOLTA:

For Urucuay;
Pour L'UruGuaY:
AT (I
B3z 4

3a Ypyrsaii:
Por EL URUGUAY:

For VENEZUELA:
PouUR LE VENEZUELA:

Mgy o
%% 3 4
3a Benecyouy:
PoR VENEZUELA:

For WESTERN SAMOA:
PouR LE SAMOA-OCCIDENTAL:

P Al el e
& AL

3a 3anmagnoe Camoa:
Por SaMoA OCCIDENTAL:

For YEMEN:
Pour LE YEMEN:
2 et o

S RE

3a Nemen:

Por EL. YEMEN:
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For YUGOSLAVIA:
Pour LA YOUGOSLAVIE:
t sk o 40 8

3a IOrocJaaBmIo:

Por YucGosLAVIA:

For ZAIRE:
Pour LE ZAIRE:

T S
iL17P 1

3a 3aup:
Por EL ZAIRE:

For ZAMBIA :
Pour LA ZAMBIE:

s ) o8

A L T
3a 3amomIo:
Por ZaMBIA:
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