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AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND 
THE UNITED NATIONS CONCERNING THE HEADQUARTERS 
AND OPERATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AUDIO-VISUAL 
INFORMATION CENTRE ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (herein 

after referred to as "the Conference"), by resolution 5 of 11 June 1976, expressed its 
appreciation for the offer of the University of British Columbia to provide the 
necessary services and facilities for the storage, maintenance, distribution and aug 
mentation of the audio-visual materials prepared for the Conference, and authorized 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Secretary-General") to enter into an arrangement with the University for the tem 
porary care and custody of the audio-visual materials, pending a decision of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations as to their future use;

WHEREAS an arrangement was concluded for this purpose on 12 June 1976 be 
tween the United Nations and the University of British Columbia, which arrange 
ment was extended three times and is due to expire on 30 September 1977;

WHEREAS the General Assembly, by resolution 31/115 of 16 December 1976, 2 
decided to establish the United Nations Audio-Visual Information Centre on Human 
Settlements (hereinafter referred to as "the Centre") and authorized the Secretary- 
General to conclude an agreement with the appropriate Canadian authorities for the 
provision of the necessary facilities and financial support to enable the Centre to 
carry out its responsibilities for the custody, reproduction and international distribu 
tion, until 31 March 1980, of the audio-visual materials entrusted to the Centre;

WHEREAS the Government of Canada is providing financial support for the pro 
gramme and the operations of the Centre for the period to 31 March 1980 and in co 
operation with the Government of British Columbia and in conjunction with the 
University of British Columbia the necessary equipment and facilities for the Centre 
during the same period,

Now THEREFORE the United Nations and the Government of Canada, for the 
purpose of carrying out the objectives set out in the aforementioned resolutions, 
have agreed as follows:

Article I. PREMISES AND FACILITIES OF THE CENTRE
The Centre shall be located on the campus of the University of British Colum 

bia, Vancouver, B.C., Canada, in adequate premises to be provided by the Govern 
ment of the province of British Columbia in conjunction with the University of 
British Columbia. The Government of Canada shall make proper arrangements with 
the University of British Columbia and the Government of the province of British 
Columbia for providing to the Centre, free of charge to the United Nations, the nec 
essary equipment and facilities required for the Centre's operations until 31 March 
1980.

1 Came into force on 27 September 1977 by signature, in accordance with article X (1).
2 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/31/39), 

p. 61.
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Article II.
The Government of Canada hereby undertakes to provide up to a maximum of 

CDN $3,452,000 to enable the Centre to carry out its responsibilities for the custody, 
reproduction and international distribution, until 31 March 1980, of the audio-visual 
materials prepared for the Conference or subsequently provided to the United Na 
tions. The aforementioned sum includes monies made available since the Conference 
for the purposes just stated and for the emoluments for the Director. The Canadian 
contribution shall be made available in Canada.

Article III. ADMINISTRATION OF THE CENTRE
AND MANAGEMENT OF ITS PROGRAMME

1. Until the establishment of the General Assembly of any new United Nations 
intergovernmental arrangements at the global level in the field of human settlement 
that will, inter alia, create a governing body of the Centre and provide guidance to 
the Director with respect to the administration of the Centre and the preparation and 
implementation of its programme, the Secretary-General shall establish an Advisory 
Committee of r.he Centre, consisting of representatives of the competent units of the 
Secretariat of the United Nations, representatives and experts designated by the Gov 
ernment of Canada and, as appropriate, independent experts of international stand 
ing in the field of human settlements.

2. The specific functions of the Advisory Committee will be to review and 
evaluate the annual work programme and budget of the Centre and to recommend 
appropriate policies to implement the programme with a view to carrying out the 
objectives of the Centre in accordance with the pertinent United Nations resolutions 
and policies.

3. Should the General Assembly establish any new United Nations intergov 
ernmental arrangements at the global level in the field of human settlements and 
should these include, inter alia, a governing body of the Centre, any references in this 
Agreement to the Advisory Committee shall be taken to mean that governing body.

4. The Director of the Centre shall be appointed by the Government of Can 
ada upon the recommendation of the Secretary-General and shall serve at the pleas 
ure of the Government of Canada and of the Secretary-General. He shall be 
designated as United Nations Special Representative for the Centre and, as such, be 
responsible to the Secretary-General in the exercise of functions under this Agree 
ment.

5. The Director shall be responsible, under the over-all policy guidance of the 
Advisory Committee of the Centre, for the administration of the Centre and the 
management of its programme. He shall report, as appropriate, to the Secretary- 
General and to the Advisory Committee on the operations of the Centre and the use 
which is being made of the audio-visual materials in its custody. He shall prepare, in 
consultation with the United Nations Offices concerned, an annual work programme 
and budget of the Centre for review by the Advisory Committee and for submission 
to the Government of Canada and to the Secretary-General, and shall maintain 
monthly statements of accounts and such other information as may be appropriate 
to indicate the current financial position of the Centre.

6. The Director shall appoint the members of the staff of the Centre.

Article IV. OBTAINING OF COPYRIGHTS AND PRINTING MATERIALS 
The United Nations shall use its best efforts to obtain, from the governmental 

and other authorities that contributed the audio-visual materials in the custody of the
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Centre, the necessary distribution rights and clearances, including the original print 
ing materials, international copyrights, permission to reprint, re-edit and distribute, 
so as to permit the Centre to make the widest and most effective use of such 
materials.

Article V. USE OF UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT FACILITIES 
The facilities and services of all appropriate units of the United Nations Secre 

tariat throughout the world shall be made available for the purpose of aiding and 
facilitating the use and distribution of the audio-visual materials in the custody of the 
Centre to interested Governments, organizations and individuals.

Article VI. LIAISON OFFICER
The Secretary-General shall appoint a Liaison Officer at United Nations Head 

quarters to maintain regular contact with the Centre, to represent the Centre at 
United Nations Headquarters and, in particular, to assist in carrying out the activi 
ties referred to in articles IV and V above.

Article VII. PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
1. The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations' 

(hereinafter referred to as "the Convention") will apply in respect of the Centre.
2. For the purposes of sections 2, 3, 4 and 7, respectively, of the Convention, 

the expressions "assets", "archives" and "publications" shall include audio-visual 
materials in the custody of the Centre. The immunity from censorship provided 
under section 9 of the Convention shall extend to audio-visual materials in the cus 
tody of the Centre. Incoming and outgoing audio-visual materials to and from the 
Centre shall be exempt from all customs duties and quantitative restrictions. No 
delays shall be imposed on the entry or exit of such materials.

3. The Secretary-General shall designate the Director of the Centre, in his 
capacity as United Nations Special Representative, as having the status of an expert 
on mission for the United Nations within the meaning of article VI of the Conven 
tion; the Secretary-General may similarly designate other members of the staff of the 
Centre as having the status of experts on mission.

4. Other members of the staff of the Centre shall, in respect of their functions, 
enjoy the privileges and immunities provided for in section 22 (b) of the Convention. 
Such immunity, however, shall not apply in case of a traffic accident.

5. The Secretary-General shall communicate to the Canadian authorities the 
list of the members of the staff of the Centre referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this 
article.

6. In addition to the exemption from immigration restrictions granted to per 
sons specified in articles IV, V and VI of the Convention on the Privileges and Im 
munities of the United Nations, other persons officially invited by the Director of the 
Centre or who have official business with the Centre shall be granted any visa re 
quired by Canadian law promptly upon application. Where necessary, the United 
Nations will furnish official invitees with a certificate, pursuant to section 26 of the 
Convention, that they are travelling on official business of the United Nations.

Article VIII. LIABILITY
The Director shall make appropriate arrangements for insurance to cover liability 

for dealing with any action, claim or other demand that may be brought against the 
Centre arising out of the operations of the Centre.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1, p. 15, and vol. 90, p. 327 (corrigendum to vol. 1, p. 18). 
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Article IX. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
Any dispute between the United Nations and the Government of Canada con 

cerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement, or any question affecting 
the Centre or the relationship between the Centre and the Government of Canada, 
which is not settled by negotiation or other agreed mode of settlement, shall be referred 
for final decision to a tribunal of three arbritrators: one to be appointed by the 
Secretary-General, one to be appointed by the Government of Canada, and the 
third, who shall be chairman of the tribunal, to be appointed by the first two arbitra 
tors. Should either party fail to appoint its arbitrator within two months of the 
appointment of the other party's arbitrator, or if the first two arbitrators fail to agree 
upon the third within six months following the appointment of the first two arbitra 
tors, the President of the International Court of Justice shall, at the request of either 
party, designate any necessary arbitrator. The procedure of the arbitration shall be 
determined by the tribunal, all of whose decisions shall require a majority vote.

Article X. ENTRY INTO FORCE, DURATION AND AMENDMENT 
OF THE AGREEMENT

1. This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature and shall remain in 
force until the 31st day of March 1980.

2. This Agreement may be modified by agreement between the parties. Each 
party shall give full and sympathetic consideration to any request from the other party 
for such modification. If, in the opinion of either party, decisions taken by the 
General Assembly with respect to institutional arrangements for international co 
operation in the field of human settlements make it necessary or desirable to amend 
any provision of this Agreement with a view to adapting it to such decisions, the par 
ties shall, at the request of either, enter into consultations with a view to determining 
by mutual consent what amendments would be necessary for this purpose. Irrespec 
tive of the provisions of the preceding sentence, the provisions of this Agreement 
shall be subject to review in 1979.

3. This Agreement may be terminated by either party, by means of a written 
notice of termination to the other party, which shall take effect six months after its 
receipt by the other party. Upon termination of the Agreement any uncommitted 
funds which have been provided by the Government of Canada to the Centre, other 
than those required for winding up the operations of the Centre, shall revert to the 
Government of Canada.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized representatives of the 
United Nations and of the Government of Canada, respectively, have signed this 
Agreement.

DONE in duplicate at New York on the twenty-seventh day of September 1977, in 
the English and French languages, both versions being equally authentic.

For the United Nations: For the Government
of Canada:

[Signed] [Signed] 
KURT WALDHEIM DONALD C. JAMIESON 
Secretary-General Secretary of State

for External Affairs
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