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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 1 BE 
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND JAPAN 
RELATING TO FISHERIES OFF THE UNITED STATES COAST

EMBASSY OF JAPAN 
WASHINGTON

February 10, 1977 
Excellency,

I have the honor to refer to the recent discussions held between the representa 
tives of the Government of Japan and the Government of the United States of America 
concerning fisheries matters between the two countries and to confirm, on behalf of 
the Government of Japan, the following understanding reached between the two 
Governments, taking into account the Agreement initialled this day, the constitu 
tional processes of both countries and the spirit of mutual cooperation and under 
standing between the two Governments:

1. Until the Agreement enters into force and in no case after December 31, 1977, 
Japanese fisheries off the coast of the United States will be conducted in accordance with 
international law and in accordance with the laws and regulations of both countries, taking into 
account the conditions of the resources and past fishing practices.

2. (1) The Japanese authorities will provide the authorities of the United States with the 
names, the registration numbers, the names of the managers and the numbers of the fishing 
crews and any other pertinent information concerning any Japanese vessels that propose to 
engage in fishing off the coast of the United States.

(2) On receipt of the information referred to in subparagraph (1) of this paragraph, the 
Government of the United States will, as appropriate, make necessary administrative 
arrangements to facilitate the operation of those vessels in accordance with the provisions of 
this arrangement.

3. Upon the request of either Government, the two Governments will hold consultations in 
respect of any matter concerning the implementation of this arrangement including the 
determination of catch amounts for Japanese vessels.

4. Nothing in this arrangement shall be deemed to prejudice the position of either 
Government in regard to any question under negotiation at the Law of the Sea Conference.

I have further the honor to propose that this Note and Your Excellency's Note in 
reply confirming the above understanding on behalf of the Government of the United 
States of America shall be regarded as constituting an agreement between the two 
Governments which shall enter into effect upon notification by the Government of the 
United States that the internal procedures of the United States have been completed.

I Came into force on 3 March 1977, upon notification by the Government of the United States that its internal 
procedures had been completed, in accordance with the provisions of the said notes.
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I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to Your Excellency the assurance of 
my highest consideration.

[Signed — Signé] 1
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary of Japan
His Excellency Cyrus Vance 
Secretary of State

of the United States of America

II
February 10,1977 

Excellency:
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency's Note of today's 

date, which reads as follows:
[See note /]

I have further the honor to confirm the above understanding on behalf of the 
Government of the United States of America and to agree that Your Excellency's 
Note and this reply shall be regarded as constituting an agreement between the two 
Governments which shall enter into effect upon notification by the Government of the 
United States that the internal procedures of the United States have been completed.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

For the Secretary of State:
ROZANNE L. RlDGWAY

His Excellency Fumihiko Togo 
Ambassador of Japan

1 Signed by Fumihiko Togo   Sign  par Fumihiko Togo.
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