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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT1 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CONSULATES- 
GENERAL

I

[CHINESE TEXT — TEXTE CHINOIS]

_-•>-•> -7

1 Came into force on 18 September 1978, the date of the note in reply, in accordance with the provisions of the 
said notes.
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Peking [18 September] 1978
(78) Pu Ling Tzu No. 1323

Your Excellency,
On behalf of the Government of the People's Republic of China, I have the 

honour to confirm that the Government of the People's Republic of China and the 
Government of Australia, out of the common desire to develop the friendly 
relations between the two countries, have through friendly consultations reached 
the following agreement on the establishment of consulates-general in each 
other's countries:

1. The Government of the People's Republic of China agrees to the establishment 
by the Government of Australia of a consulate-general in Shanghai or Kwangchow. The 
Government of Australia agrees to the establishment by the Government of the People's 
Republic of China of a consulate-general in Sydney.

The consular district of the consulate-general of each country shall be decided later 
through mutual consultations.

2. Each Government shall, in accordance with its relevant laws and regulations, 
provide all necessary assistance for the establishment of, and facilitate the performance of 
the functions of, the consulate-general of the other side.

3. The consulates-general of the two countries shall handle consular affairs through 
friendly consultations on the basis of equality and mutual benefit and in accordance with 
the general principles and practice of international law.

4. Prior to being admitted to the exercise of his functions, the head of the consulate- 
general shall present his consular commission to, and obtain an exequatur from, the 
receving State. Pending the receipt of the exequatur, he may exercise his functions on a 
provisional basis with the consent of the Government of the receiving State.

5. The main functions of the consular officers shall include:
a) Protecting in the receiving State the legitimate rights and interests of the sending State 

and of its nationals and bodies corporate within the limits permitted by international 
law;
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b) Issuing passports or identity papers to nationals of the sending State, and visas or other 
appropriate documents to persons wishing to travel to the sending State;

c) Attesting and certifying documents of birth, marriage, divorce and death of nationals 
of the sending State, and authenticating signatures and seals on documents issued by 
organs of the sending State or of the receiving State; and

d) Subject to the regulations and procedures obtaining in the receiving State, arranging 
appropriate representation for nationals of the sending State for the purpose of applying 
for, in accordance with the laws and regulations of the receiving State, provisional 
measures for the protection of the legitimate rights and interests of these nationals, 
when, because of absence or any other -reason, such nationals are unable at the proper 
time to defend their own legitimate rights and interests.

6. Consular officers and nationals of the sending State may communicate with and 
interview each other.

7. In case a national of the sending State dies in the receiving State, the competent 
authorities of the receiving State shall inform the consulate-general of the sending State of 
the relevant information if it is available to them.

8. In case a national of the sending State is arrested or detained in any manner in 
the receiving State and if he so requests, the competent authorities of the receiving State 
shall without delay inform the consulate-general of the sending State of the relevant 
information if it is available to them, and will, in response to a consular officer's request 
for a meeting with the arrested or detained person, make appropriate arrangements in the 
light of the circumstances. A consular officer shall refrain from taking action on behalf of 
a detained national if the national expressly opposes such action.

9. The consular premises and consular archives and documents shall be inviolable.
10. The receiving State shall permit and protect freedom of communication on the 

part of the consular post for all official purposes in accordance with accepted international 
practices.

11. Consular officers shall not be amenable to the jurisdiction of the judicial or 
administrative authorities of the receiving State in respect of acts performed in the exercise 
of consular functions in accordance with international practice.

12. Articles for the official use of the consulate-general or for the personal use of its 
members and the exemption of these articles from customs duties and taxes shall be dealt 
with in conformity with international practice and the relevant laws and regulations of the 
receiving State.

13. Matters of consular relations not covered in the foregoing shall be regulated in 
accordance with the general principles and practices of international law and, where appro 
priate, the laws and regulations of the receiving State.

If Your Excellency confirms the above contents on behalf of the Govern 
ment of Australia in a note of reply, this note and your reply shall constitute an 
agreement between our two Governments, which shall come into effect on the date 
of Your Excellency's reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to Your Excellency the assurances 
of my highest consideration.

HUANG HUA
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

the People's Republic of China 
His Excellency C. G. Woodard 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of Australia to China 
Peking
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18 September 1978

Your Excellency,
I have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's Note of 18 September 

concerning the proposed Agreement between the Government of Australia and 
the Government of the People's Republic of China on the establishment of 
consulates-general. That Note reads as follows:

[See note I]

I have the honour to confirm, on behalf of the Government of Australia, that 
the contents of Your Excellency's Note are acceptable to the Government of 
Australia, which agrees that Your Excellency's Note together with this reply shall 
constitute an agreement between the two Governments which shall come into 
effect on the date of this reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances 
of my highest consideration.

C. G. WOODARD 
Ambassador

His Excellency Huang Hua 
Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the People's Republic of China 
Peking
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