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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT!
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CHINA
RELATING TO VISAS FOR CREW MEMBERS OF AIRCRAFT
AND VESSELS

1

[CHINESE TEXT — TEXTE CHINOIS]
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! Came into force on 7 January 1981 by the exchange of the said notes.
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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]
The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the American Embassy

[See note II

Beijing, 7 January 1981

No. 5

11

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China and has the honor
to refer to the Ministry’s note of January 7, 1981, which reads as follows:

““The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China
presents its compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America in
China and, with reference to the visa requirements for crew members of air-
craft and vessels of the People’s Republic of China and the United States of
America, has the honor to confirm that the two sides, after consultation,
have reached the following understanding:

““1. The two sides agree, on a reciprocal basis, to issue gratis multiple
entry-and-exit visas, valid for two years, to crew members operating sched-
uled or charter flights, as agreed upon, of the designated airline(s) of the
other side.

““2. The two sides agree, on a reciprocal basis, to issue gratis multiple
entry-and-exit visas, valid for two years, to vessel crew members who are
nationals of the other side. The Chinese side will issue visas on the seaman
books or passports of the United States held by American crew members.
The American side will issue visas on the seaman books or passports of the
People’s Republic of China held by Chinese crew members,
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3. Such visas may only be used for travel by aircraft or vessel crew
members in connection with their duties. Travel to or within the People’s
Republic of China or the United States of America for any other purpose
may only be done after application to the visa authorities of the other side
for the appropriate visa or permit.

““4, Such visas shall be issuable at the diplomatic or consular posts
of the two sides.

“The present understanding will be effective as from the date of the
exchange of notes between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China and the Embassy of the United States of America in
China.

““The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the United States of
America the assurances of its highest consideration.”’

On behalf of the Government of the United States of America, the Embassy

confirms the above contents.

The Embassy of the United States of America avails itself of this opportunity

to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurances of its highest consid-
eration.

Beijing, January 7, 1981

Embassy of the United States of America
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