No. 20751

MULTILATERAL

Community-COST Concertation Agreement on a concerted
action project in the field of treatment and use of sew-
age sludge (COST Project 68 bis) (with annexes). Con-
cluded at Brussels on 26 July 1979

Authentic texts: Danish, German, English, French, Italian and Dutch.
Registered by the European Economic Community on 17 February 1982,

MULTILATERAL

Accord de concertation Communauté-COST relatif a une
action concertée dans le domaine du traitement et de
Putilisation des boues d’épuration (action COST 68 bis)
[avec annexes]. Conclu a Bruxelles le 26 juillet 1979

Textes authentiques : danois, allemand, anglais, francais, italien et néerlan-

dais.
Enregistré par la Communauté économique européenne le 17 février 1982.

Vol. 1262, 1-20751



356 United Nations — Treaty Series @ Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1932

COMMUNITY-COST CONCERTATION AGREEMENT' ON A CON-
CERTED ACTION PROJECT IN THE FIELD OF TREATMENT
AND USE OF SEWAGE SLUDGE (COST PROJECT 68 bis)

The European Economic Community, hereinafter referred to as “the Com-
munity”, Austria, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, hereinafter referred to
as the “participating non-Member States”,

Whereas a European concerted research project in the field of treatment and use
of sewage sludge is likely to contribute effectively to the reduction of environmental
pollution and to more economic use of natural resources;

Whereas a research project directed toward a specific aspect of the problem of
sewage sludge, carried out in implementation of an Agreement signed on 23 Novem-
ber 1971 within the framework of European Co-operation in the field of Scientific
and Technical Research (COST) (COST Project 68), has produced very encouraging
results;

Whereas by its Decision of 27 September 1977 the Council of the European
Communities adopted a Community concerted project in the field of treatment and
use of sewage sludge;

Whereas the Council of the European Communities agreed on some details of
co-operation within the COST framework on 18 July 1978;

Whereas the Member States of the Community and the participating non-
Member States, hereinafter referred to as “the States”, undertake research in the
fields listed in Annex A and consider that the co-ordination of this research will be of
mutual benefit;

Whereas the implementation of the research covered by the concerted action
project will require a financial contribution of about 8 million European units of
account from the States,

Have agreed as follows:

Articie 1. The Community and the participating non-Member States, herein-
after referred to as “the contracting parties”, shall participate for a period extending

! Came into force on 1 August 1979 in respect of the following States and organization, i.¢., the first day of the month
following that in which the Community and at least one of the participating non-member States had notified the
Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities of the completion of the procedures necessary under their
internal provisions for the implementation of the Agreement, in accordance with article 6 (2). The notifications were
effected as follows:

Date of the
State or organization not{fication
European Economic Community .......ooivvenns ey 26 July 1979
Sweden ..... s e e e e et ies 26 July 1979
SWItZErland i iiuii i i e i e s 27 July 1979

Subsequently, the Agreement entered into force for the following States on the date on which they notified the
Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities of the completion of the required internal procedures;

Date of the
State notification
FINIand ...uenitiiininnninetiienininensneesneeratnresionenanraness 16 November 1979
NOTWAY + 1ot vtentiettis e rscrtsastrntasnstanecertnsnsassasernrens 3 April 1980
N385 - 8 January 1981
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until 18 October 1980 in a concerted action project in the field of treatment and use of
sewage sludge.

This project shall consist in concertation between the Community concerted
action programme and the corresponding programmes of the participating non-
Member States. The programmes covered by this Agreement are listed in Annex A.

The States remain entirely responsible for the research executed by their national
institutions or bodies.

Article 2. The concertation between the contracting parties shall be effected
through a Community-COST Concertation Committee, hereinafter referred to as
“the Committee”,

The Committee shall draw up its rules of procedure. Its secretariat will be pro-
vided by the Commission of the European Communities, hereinafter referred to as
“the Commission”.

The terms of reference and the composition of this Committee are defined in
Annex B.

Article 3. In order to ensure optimum efficiency in the execution of this
concerted action project, a project leader shall be appointed by the Commission in
agreement with the participating non-Member States.

Article 4. The maximum financial contribution by the contracting parties to
the co-ordination costs shall be:
— 140,000 European units of account from the Community for a three-year period
beginning on 19 October 1977,

— 10,000 European units of account from each participating non-Member State for
the period referred to in the first paragraph of Article 1.

The European unit of account is that defined by the Financial Regulation in
force applicable to the general budget of the European Communities and by the
financial arrangements adopted pursuant thereto.

The rules governing the financing of the Agreement are set out in Annex C.

Article 5. 1. Through the Committee, the States shall exchange regularly all
useful information concerning the execution of the research covered by the concerted
action project. They shall also endeavour to provide information on similar research
planned or carried out by other bodies. This information shall be treated as confiden-
tial if the State which provides it so requests.

2. In agreement with the Committee the Commission shall prepare yearly
progress reports on the basis of the information supplied and shall forward them to
the States.

3. At the end of the concertation period, the Commission shall, in agreement
with the Committee, forward to the States a general report on the execution and
results of the project. This report shall be published by the Commission six months
after it has been forwarded, unless a State objects. In that case the report shall be
confidential and shall be forwarded, on request, solely to the institutions and under-
takings whose research or production activities justify access to knowledge resulting
from the performance of the research covered by the concerted action project.
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Article 6. 1. Each of the contracting parties shall, after signing this Agree-
ment, notify the Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities as
soon as possible of the completion of the procedures necessary under its internal pro-
visions for the implementation of this Agreement.

2. For the contracting parties which have transmitted the notification provided
for in paragraph 1, this Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the month
following that in which the Community and at least one of the participating non-
Member States transmitted these notifications.

For those contracting parties which transmit the notification after the entry into
force of this Agreement, it shall come into force on the date of receipt of the noti-
fication.

Contracting parties which have not yet transmitted this notification at the time
of entry into force of this Agreement shall be able to take part in the work of the
Committee without voting rights for a period of six months following the entry into
force of this Agreement.

3. For aperiod of 6 months following its entry into force, the Agreement shall
be open for accession by the other European States which took part in the Ministerial
Conference held in Brussels on 22 and 23 November 1971. The instruments of acces-
sion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Council of the European
Communities. The State which accedes to this Agreement shall become a contracting
party within the meaning of Article 1 on the date of deposit of the instrument of
accession.

4, The Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities shall
notify each of the contracting parties of the deposit of the notifications provided for
in paragraph 1, of the date of entry into force of this Agreement and of the deposit of
the instruments of accession provided for in paragraph 3.

Article 7. This Agreement, drawn up in a single original in the Danish, Dutch,
English, French, German and Italian languages, each text being equally authentic,
shall be deposited in the archives of the General Secretariat of the Council of the
European Communities which shall transmit a certified copy to each of the contrac-
ting parties.
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Upr£RDIGET i Bruxelles, den seksogtyvende juli nitten hundrede og nioghalvf-
jerds.

GESCHEHEN zu Briissel am sechsundzwanzigsten Juli neunzehnhundert-
neunundsiebzig.

Done at Brussels on the twenty-sixth day of July in the year one thousand nine
hundred and seventy-nine.

FaiT & Bruxelles, le vingt-six juillet mil neuf cent soixante-dix-neuf.
FarTo a Bruxelles, addi’ ventisei luglio mille novecento settantanove.
GEpaaN te Brussel, de zesentwintigste juli negentienhonderd negenenzeventig.

For Radet for De europiske Faellesskaber:

Fiir den Rat der Européischen Gemeinschaften:

For the Council of the European Communities:

Pour le Conseil des Communautés européennes :

Per il Consiglio delle Comuniti Europee:

Voor de Raad van de Europese Gemeenschappen:
[BRENDAN DiLLON]!

[GUNTHER SCHUSTER]
Fiir die Osterreichische Bundesregierung:

[For the Republic of Austria:]
[Pour la République d’Autriche :}

[SiMoN HAUSBERGER]

For the Government of the Republic of Finland:
[Pour le Gouvernement de la Républigue de Finlande :]

[KaarLO MurTO]

For the Government of the Kingdom of Norway:
[Pour le Gouvernement du Royaume de Norvége :]

[Sverre JuLius GIeLLUM]

For the Government of Sweden:
[Pour le Gouvernement de la Suéde :]

[KARL-VILHELM WOHLER]

Fiir den Schweizerischen Bundesrat:
Pour le Conseil Fédéral Suisse :
Per il Consiglio Federale Svizzero:
[For the Swiss Confederation:]

[CLAUDE CAILLAT]

1 Names of signatories appearing between brackets were not legible and have been supplied by the Council of the
European Communities — Les noms des signataires donnés entre crochets étaient illisibles et ont été fournis par le
Conseil des communautés européennes,
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ANNEX A

PROGRAMES COVERED BY THE AGREEMENT

Research topics

Division of research among
contracting partiea

EEC

Swit-
Zer=
land

Austria | Sweden| Norway

Pinland

4

3.

Sludge stabilization and odour
problems:

~ Definition and determination
of "degree of stability" and
relation to odour nuisance

= Comparative evaluation of
stabilization procedures

Problems related to sludge
dewatering:

~ Research on water binding
forces

~ Development and standard-
ization of methods for the
assessment of dewatering
properties

Problems related to the use
of flocculants

Comparative evaluation of
thickening and dewatering
equipment

Analytical problems related to
sludge treatment and use:

~ Characterization of pathogens
and evaluation of disinfection
procedures

Characterization and deter—
mination of polluants (heavy
metals, persistent organic
compounds) in sludge and
development of standardized
analytical method

Environmental problems related
o sludge use:

~ Special processing of sludge
for agricultural use
(e.g. composting) including
the improvement of disinfec—
tion procedures and polluant
removal

Transfer of polluants to
plants and harmful effect on
vegetation

~ Bffects of long range sludge
application on soil quality
and ground water

Optimum land use of sludge,
inecluding sludge from
dephosphatation plants
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ANNEX B

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMUNITY-COST CONCERTATION
COMMITTEE ON TREATMENT AND USE OF SEWAGE SLUDGE

The Committee shall:

1.1. Contribute to the optimum execution of the concerted action project by giving its opin-
ion on all of its aspects;

1.2. Evaluate the results of the project and draw conclusions as to their application;

1.3. Be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in Article 5(1) of the Agree-
ment;

1.4. Suggest guidelines to the project leader.
2. The Committee’s reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the States.

3. The Committee shall be composed of one delegate from the Commission, as co-
ordinator of the Community concerted action project, one delegate from each partici-
pating non-Member State, one delegate from each Member State representing its
national programme, and the project leader. Each delegate may be accompanied by
experts.

ANNEX C

FINANCING RULES

1. These provisions lay down the financial rules referred to in Article 4 of the Agreement
on a concerted action project in the field of treatment and use of sewage sludge (COST Proj-
ect 68 bis).

II. At the beginning of each financial year, a call for funds shall be issued by the Com-
mission to each of the participating non-Member States. Such calls for funds shall express the
contribution of the non-Member State in question both in European units of account and in
the currency of the participating non-Member State, the value of the European unit of account
being defined in the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European
Communities and determined on the date of the call for funds.

Each participating non-Member State shall pay its contribution to the Agreement at the
beginning of each year and by 31 March at the latest. This contribution shall amount to a total
of 10,000 European units of account, i.e. 5,000 European units of account annually. On any
sum unpaid by that date, interest shall be charged at the rate of 6% per annum. However, such
interest shall be chargeable only if payment is effected more than three months after the issue of
a call for funds by the Commission.

III. The funds accruing from the contributions of participating non-Member States shall
be credited to this concerted action project by being entered in the statement of revenue of the
budget of the Commission as receipts within the meaning of the second sub-paragraph of Arti-
cle 90(4) of the Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977 applicable to the general budget of
the European Communities.

I1V. The provisional timetable for the co-ordination costs referred to in Article 4 of the
Agreement is set out in the Annex.

V. The Financial Regulation in force applicable to the general budget of the European
Communities shall apply to the management of the appropriations; furthermore, the Commis-
sion shall ensure that such appropriations are managed in conformity with the rules of pro-
cedure for the implementation of the budget.

VI. At the end of each financial year, a statement of apropriations for this project shall
be prepared and transmitted to the participating non-Member States for information.
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ANNEX TO ANNEX C

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE FOR THE CO-ORDINATION COSTS
OF THE CONCERTED ACTION PROJECT (IN EUA)

1. Administrative operating expenditure (3-year estimates)

1978 1979 1980 Total of which

40,000 75,000 75,000 190,000 140,000 borne by the Community
50,000 borne by the participating non-Member
States

2. Estimated breakdown of expediture for 1979, Financing to be charged
to appropriations under item 3371, “Implementation of concerted ac-
tion projects”, chapter 33 of the Commission budget

Nature of expenditure

Secretarialstaff ............co0ieiiiiiiiiae, e, ... 20,000
CONtracts fOr eXPertS «vovvvvte et ivniinneererernninneeees 15,000

Administrative operating expenditure (costs of formal and
other meetings, symposia, publicationsetc.) ............. 40,000
TorAaL 75,000
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