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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 1 BE 
TWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CONCERNING GENERAL TERMS AP 
PLICABLE TO UNITED NATIONS SEMINARS, SYMPOSIUMS 
AND WORKSHOPS TO BE HELD IN THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

14 June 1983

Sir,
I have the honour to refer to the arrangements for the Seminars/Symposiums/ 

Workshops to be held by the United Nations in the USSR. With the present letter, I 
wish to obtain your Government's acceptance that the following general terms shall 
apply to such Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops organized by the United Nations 
in the USSR.

(a) (i) The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations2 shall 
be applicable in respect of the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop. The participants invited by 
the United Nations shall enjoy the privileges and immunities accorded to experts on mission for 
the United Nations by Article VI of the Convention. Officials of the United Nations participat 
ing in or performing functions in connexion with the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop shall 
enjoy the privileges and immunities provided under Articles V and VII of the Convention. Offi 
cials of the specialized agencies participating in the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop shall be 
accorded the privileges and immunities provided under Articles VI and VIII of the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies. 3

(ii) Without prejudice to the provisions of the Convention on the Privileges and Immu 
nities of the United Nations, all participants and persons performing functions in connexion 
with the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop shall enjoy such privileges and immunities, facilities 
and courtesies as are necessary for the independent exercise of their functions in connexion 
with the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop.

(iii) Personnel provided by the Government of the USSR shall enjoy immunity from 
legal process in respect of words spoken or written and any act performed by them in their offi 
cial capacity in connexion with the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop.

(b) All participants and all other persons performing functions in connexion with the 
Seminar/Symposium/Workshop shall have the right of entry into and exit from the USSR. 
Visas and entry and exit permits, where required, shall be granted free of charge and as speedily 
as possible.

(c) The Government shall hold the United Nations and its personnel harmless in respect 
of any action, claim or other demand against the United Nations or its personnel arising out of 
(i) injury or damage to person or property, in conference or office premises provided for the

1 Came into force on 15 June 1983 by the exchange of the said letters.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1, p. 15.
3 Ibid., vol. 33, p. 261. For the final and revised texts of annexes published subsequently, see vol. 71, p. 318; vol. 79, 

p. 326; vol. 117, p. 386; vol. 275, p. 298; vol. 314, p. 308; vol. 323, p. 364; vol. 327, p. 326; vol. 371, p. 266; vol. 423, 
p. 284; vol. 559, p. 348; vol. 645, p. 340; vol. 1057, p. 320, and vol. 1060, p. 337.
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Seminar/Symposium/Workshop; (ii) the transportation provided by your Government; and 
(iii) the employment for the Seminar/Symposium/Workshop of personnel provided or arranged 
by your Government.

(d) Any dispute concerning the interpretation or implementation of this Agreement shall 
be settled by negotiation or in accordance with an arbitration procedure which may be estab 
lished by the parties.

Arrangements concerning the practical aspects relating to the organization of a specific 
Seminar/Sjrmposium/Workshop including such matters as dates, place, premises, communi 
cations, conference services, office supplies, transportation arrangements, financial arrange 
ments, including contributions by the United Nations and the USSR shall be agreed upon with 
regard to each Seminar/Symposium/Workshop in the light of the particular requirements of 
that Seminar/Symposium/Workshop.

Upon receipt of a letter expressing your Government's concurrence with the 
above, the present letter and your Government's reply shall constitute an agreement 
between the United Nations and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics concerning holding of the Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops organized 
by the United Nations in the USSR.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

[Signed]
CARL-AUGUST FLEISCHHAUER 

The Legal Counsel

Annex:
Memorandum of Understanding

His Excellency Mr. Oleg Aleksandrovich Troyanovsky 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the United Nations

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

In the course of negotiations between the United Nations and the USSR relating to the 
agreement regarding the Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops, understandings were reached be 
tween the parties concerning the interpretation and application of certain provisions of the 
agreement. Those understandings are set forth in the present memorandum.
In relation to paragraph (b)

The United Nations undertakes to provide the authorities of the USSR at the earliest pos 
sible time, with a list of invited participants and of all other persons performing functions in 
connexion with the Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops. The United Nations shall use its best 
endeavours to ensure that applications for visas are submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the 
opening of the Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops. Visas shall be granted as speedily as possi 
ble and in any event not later than 3 days before the opening of the Seminars/Symposiums/ 
Workshops.

The provisions of paragraph (b) do not exclude the presentation by the host country of 
well-founded objections concerning a particular individual. Such objections, however, must 
relate to specific criminal or security related matters and not to nationality, religion, profes 
sional or political affiliation.
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In relation to paragraph (c)
It is the understanding of the United Nations that the Government of the USSR shall 

consider and deal with any such action, claim or other demand in accordance with the appro 
priate administrative and legal procedures in force in the USSR.

[Signed]
CARL-AUGUST FLEISCHHAUER 

The Legal Counsel

II

[RUSSIAN TEXT   TEXTE RUSSE]

nOCTOJIHHblft nPEflCTABHTEJlb COIO3A CO- 
BETCKHX COUMAJIHCTHHECKHX PECFI- 
VEJ1HK nPM OPFAHH3AUMH OET,E,aHHEH- 

HblX HAUHM

Hbio-  opK «15» HK>HH 1983 rcxaa
FocnoflHH SaMecTHTCJib FeHepanbHoro 

CeKpexapa,
HMCHD qecxb cooomaxb BaM, ITO 

ripaBHxenbcxBO Coioaa COBCTCKHX Co- 
PecnyojiHK corjiacno c 

, KacaiomHMHca npo-
B CCCP CCMHHapOB (CHMHO- 

3HyMOB, npaKTHKYMOB) OOH, KaK OHH 
HSJIOHCCHbl B BaiUCM HHCbMC OT 14 HIOHH
1983 rofla H npnjioaceHHOM K HCMy
MCMOpaHflyMC O nOHHMaHHH.

Bame nncbMO H MeMopanayM o HOHH-
MaHHH, O KOTOpblX peib KWCT BbllUC,
paccMaxpHBaioTCH CoBercKoft CTOPOHO 
KaK ConiaiiieHHe Meacay
CTBOM Coioaa COBCTCKHX
qecKHX PecnyojiHK H OprammuHeft
O6i.eflHHeHHbix Haiiaft o ooumx ycnto-
BHHX OpraHHSaUTHH B CCCP CCMHHapOB 
(CHMnO3HyMOB, npaKTHKyMOB) OOH.

ITpHMHTe MOH yBCpeHHH B CaMOM 
BblCOKOM yBajKCHHH.

[Signed — Signé]
O. TPOflHOBCKHft

F-ny K. A. Ojieftmxayapy
FeHepanbHoro CeKpexapn 

raHHsaunH O6i.e- 
Hamifl 

r. HbHD-HopK

[TRANSLATION   TRADUCTION]

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNION 
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS

New York, 15 June 1983
Dear Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that 
the Government of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics agrees with the 
understanding concerning the holding in 
the USSR of United Nations seminars 
(symposia, practical work), as set forth 
in your letter of 14 June 1983 and in the 
Memorandum of Understanding annexed 
thereto.

The Soviet Union considers your letter 
and the Memorandum of Understand 
ing, mentioned above, as an agreement 
between the Government of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United 
Nations concerning general conditions 
for the organization in the USSR of 
United Nations seminars (symposia, 
practical work).

Accept, Sir, etc.

[Signed]
O. TROYANOVSKY

Mr. C.-A. Fleischhauer 
Under-Secretary-General 
The Legal Counsel 
United Nations 
New York

Vol. 1317,1-21938


