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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 1 BE 
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN CONCERNING THE RETURN TO 
JAPAN OF PART OF THE LAND GRANTED TO THE COMMON 
WEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION UNDER AGREEMENT 
DONE ON 21 SEPTEMBER 19552

I

His Excellency Mr. R. M. Miller, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of New Zealand in Japan to His Excellency Mr. Sunao Sonoda, Minister 
of State, Minister for Foreign Affairs ad interim of Japan

NEW ZEALAND EMBASSY

Tokyo, September 30, 1977

Excellency,
I have the honour to refer to the Agreement relative to the British Common 

wealth War Cemetery in Japan signed on September 21, 1955 2 and the Exchange 
of Notes attached to the said Agreement of the same date (hereinafter referred 
to as the "Agreement"), and, in connexion with the ongoing plan of the Japan 
Highway Public Corporation to construct a motorway in the Yokohama area 
which would pass through part of the land the use of which has been granted by 
the Government of Japan to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (herein 
after referred to as the "Commission") for the purpose set forth in the Agree 
ment, to state the following on behalf of the Governments of the United King 
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
the Republic of South Africa and India being the Governments at present partic 
ipating in the work of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Govern 
ments of the Participating Countries") in consultation with the Commission,
1. The Commission will cease to use for the purposes set forth in the Agree 

ment certain portions of the land the use of which has been granted to the 
Commission under the Agreement and will return them to the Government of 
Japan as from September 30, 1977, in view of the fact that the Government of 
Japan will require those portions for the construction of the motorway in the 
area of the British Commonwealth War Cemetery, as contemplated by the 
Japan Highway Public Corporation.

2. The portions of the land to be returned hereunder are indicated by oblique 
lines in the maps attached herewith. 3

' Came into force on 30 September 1977, in accordance with the provisions of the said notes. 
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 269, p, 241. 
1 See inserts in a pocket at the end of this volume.

Vol. 1324, 1-22064



1983 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 47

I have the honour to state that it is the understanding of the Governments of 
the Participating Countries that in consequence of the return of the portions of the 
land as specified above, the Agreement will cease to apply to the said portions 
of the land as from the date of their return.

I have the honour further to request Your Excellency's confirmation on 
behalf of the Government of Japan that this is also the understanding of the 
Government of Japan.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to Your Excellency the assurance 
of my highest consideration.

R. M. MILLER
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Mr. Yoshiya Kcito, Acting Director-General of the European and Oceanic Affairs 
Bureau (for the Minister for Foreign Affairs ad interim), to His Excellency 
Mr. R. M. Miller, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of New 
Zealand in Japan

Excellency,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Note 

dated September 30, 1977, which reads as follows:

[See note I]

I have the honour further to confirm on behalf of the Government of Japan 
that the understanding set forth in Your Excellency's Note is also the under 
standing of the Government of Japan.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to Your Excellency the assurance 
of my highest consideration.

YOSHIYA KATO
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