
No. 24690

TURKEY
and 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Exchange of notes constituting an agreement on the de 
limitation of the exclusive economic zone of the two 
countries in the Black Sea. Ankara, 23 December 1986 
and 6 February 1987

Authentic texts: English and Russian. 
Registered by Turkey on 23 April 1987.

TURQUIE
et

UNION DES RÉPUBLIQUES SOCIALISTES 
SOVIÉTIQUES

Échange de notes constituant un accord concernant la dé 
limitation de la zone économique exclusive des deux 
pays dans la mer Noire. Ankara, 23 décembre 1986 et 
6 février 1987

Textes authentiques : anglais et russe. 
Enregistr  par la Turquie le 23 avril 1987.

Vol. 1460,1-24690



136_____United Nations   Treaty Series   Nattons Unies   Recueil des Traités_____1987

EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 1 BE 
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SO 
CIALIST REPUBLICS ON THE DELIMITATION OF THE EXCLU 
SIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OF THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE 
BLACK SEA

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey presents its compli 
ments to the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in Ankara and has 
the honour to inform the latter of the following:

The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Turkey by the Decree No. 86/11267 
published in the Official Gazette on 17 December 1986, declared an Exclusive 
Economic Zone in the Black Sea.

The text of the Decree concerning the establishment of the Turkish Exclusive 
Economic Zone in the Black Sea2 is enclosed herewith. It will be noted that in the 
Decree it is stated, inter alia, that taking into account the dimensions of the Black Sea, 
delimitation agreements shall be effected with the states with coasts opposite or ad 
jacent to the coasts of Turkey to determine the boundaries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone. In the Decree it is also stipulated that the agreements previously concluded by 
Turkey concerning the delimitation of maritime areas3 shall not be [affected].

It will be recalled that, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics in a Note Verbale forwarded to the Turkish Embassy in Moscow 
on 3 May 1984, stated that the USSR, with respect to the boundaries of the Exclusive 
Economic Zone in the Black Sea, intends to comply with the boundary determined 
by the "Agreement between the Government of [the] Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Government of the Republic of Turkey concerning the delimita 
tion of the Continental Shelf in the Black Sea" dated 23 June 1978.'

The Turkish Government, in a Note Verbale forwarded to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the USSR by the Turkish Embassy in Moscow on 26 September 
1984, informed that it took note of the statement contained in the Soviet Note Ver 
bale of 3 May 1984 and further stated that it considered the boundary determined in 
the Continental Shelf Agreement between the two countries to be also valid for the 
Economic Zone, in conformity with the common understanding expressed in the pre 
amble of the Continental Shelf Agreement and the special features of the Black Sea.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR in a Note Verbale handed to the 
Turkish Embassy in Moscow on 5th November 1984, communicated its agreement 
that the boundary line of the Continental Shelf of the USSR and Turkey determined 
by the Agreement of 23rd June 1978, be also valid with respect to the Soviet Exclu 
sive Economic Zone.

1 Came into force on 6 February 1987 by the exchange of the said notes.
2 The Decree does not constitute an integral part of the Agreement. (Information provided by the Government of 

Turkey.)
3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1247, No. 1-20344.
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There already exists an accord between the Turkish Government and the Gov 
ernment of the USSR to the effect that the existing Continental Shelf boundary in the 
Black Sea should be applicable for the Turkish and Soviet Exclusive Economic 
Zones. It is considered appropriate that with the establishment of the Turkish 
Economic Zone in the Black Sea, this accord should be registered as an Agreement.

The Republic of Turkey proposes that this agreement be effected through an 
exchange of Notes and requests the USSR Government to confirm and state that the 
boundary determined by the Continental Shelf delimitation Agreement of 23rd June 
1978, between the Turkish and USSR Governments should be valid for the delimita 
tion of their respective Exclusive Economic Zones.

The Ministry of Foreign.Affairs of the Republic of Turkey avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the USSR the assurances of its highest con 
sideration.

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Ankara

II

[RUSSIAN TEXT   TEXTE RUSSE]

N" 84-87

riocoJibCTBO Coiosa COBCTCKHX Co- 
imajiHCTHiecKHX PecnyonHK cBHflexeju.-
CTBV6T CBO6 VBaJKCHHe MHHHCTCpCTBy
HHoerpaHHbix fleji TypeuKoo Pecny-
6J1HKH H, CCblJiaHCb H3 HOTy MHHHCTep-
cxBa NQ 3915 OT 23 aeKaopa 1986 roaa, 
HMCCT qecTb coooiUHTb 

CoBeTCKaa cxopona 
Hajimrae corjiacHH Meacay CCCP H 
Typimefi o TOM, ITO rpanima KOHTH-

Coioaa COBCTCKHX 
PecnyGjiHK H IlpaBHTenbCTBOM Typeu- 
Koft PecnyojiHKH o pasrpaHHienHH KOH- 
THHCHTajibHoro incjib^a Meayiy COIOSOM 
COBCTCKHX CoimanHCTHiecKHx Pecny6- 
JIHK H TypeuKofi Pecny nHKo  B HepnoM 
Mope OT 23 HIGH* 1978 roaa, HBUHBTCH 

eo 3KOHOMHHecKHX son MC- 
CCCP H Typunefi. 

CoBeTCKaa cTopOHa HCXO^HT H3 TOFO,
qTO HOTa MHHHCTepCTBa HHOCTpaHHblX

TypeuKoa PecnyojiHKH JN  3915 OT 
1986 rona H HacTOHiuan HOTa

[TRANSLATION   TRADUCTION]

No. 84-87

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics presents its com 
pliments to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Turkey and, 
with reference to the Ministry's note 
No. 3915 of 23 December 1986, has the 
honour to inform it as follows.

The Soviet side confirms that there exists 
an accord between the USSR and Turkey 
to the effect that the continental shelf 
boundary established by the Agreement 
of 23 June 1978 between the Govern 
ment of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Government of the 
Republic of Turkey concerning the 
delimitation of the continental shelf 
between the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Republic of Turkey in 
the Black Sea also constitutes the bound 
ary of the Soviet and Turkish economic 
zones.

The Soviet side considers that note 
No. 3915 of 23 December 1986 from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Re 
public of Turkey and this note constitute

Vol. 1460,1-24690



138 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1987

CorjiameHHe no Bonpocy o 
rpannue SKOHOMHICCKHX SOH Meacay
COK)3OM COBCTCKHX CoUHajIHCTHHeCKHX
Pecny jiHK H Typemcofi Pecnyojraicofi. 

IIocojibCTBo CCCP noJibsyeTCH cny-
«aCM, HTO6bI BOSOOHOBHTb MHHHCTCp-
CTBy HHocTpaHHbix Ren TypeuKoo 
PecnyojiHKH yBepenHH B CBOCM BecbMa
BWCOKOM

AHKapa, «6» 1987 roaa

MHHHCTCPCTBO HHocTpaHHbix flCJi Typeij-
KO  PecnyoJiHKHH 

AHKapa

an agreement between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the Re 
public of Turkey on the question of the 
boundary of their respective economic 
zones.

The Embassy of the USSR takes this 
opportunity, etc.

Ankara, 6 February 1987

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkey 

Ankara
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