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EUROPEAN CONVENTION1 FOR THE PROTECTION OF VERTE-
BRATE ANIMALS USED FOR EXPERIMENTAL AND OTHER
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES

PREAMBLE

The member States of the Council of Europe, signatory hereto,

Recalling that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its
members and that it wishes to co-operate with other States in the protection of live animals used
for experimental and other scientific purposes ;

Recognising that man has a moral obligation to respect all animals and to have due
consideration for their capacity for suffering and memory ;

Accepting nevertheless that man in his quest for knowledge, health and safety has a need
to use animals where there is a reasonable expectation that the result will be to extend knowledge
or be to the overall benefit of man or animal, just as he uses them for food, clothing and as
beasts of burden ;

Resolved to limit the use of animals for experimental and other scientific purposes, with
the aim of replacing such use wherever practical, in particular by seeking alternative measures
and encouraging the use of these alternative measures ;

Desirous to adopt common provisions in order to protect animals used in those procedures
which may possibly cause pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm and to ensure that where unavoid-
able they shall be kept to a minimum,

1 Came into force on 1 January 1991, i.e., the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of six months
after the date on which four member States of the Council of Europe had deposited an instrument of ratification,
acceptance or approval with the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, in accordance with article 32 (1):

Date of deposit
of the instrument

of ratification
State or acceptance (A)
Finland 14 June 1990 A
Norway 9 July 1986
Spain 12 September 1989
Sweden 15 September 1988

Subsequently, the Convention came into force for the following States on the first day of the month following the
expiration of a period of six months after the date of the deposit of their instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval with the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, in accordance with article 32 (2):

Date of deposit
of the instrument

State of ratification
Germany* 19 April 1991

(With effect from 1 November 1991.)
Belgium 20 December 1991

(With effect from 1 July 1992.)
Greece 27 May 1992

(With effect from 1 December 1992.)
* See p. 94 of this volume for the text of the reservation made upon ratification.
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Have agreed as follows :

PARTI

General principles

Article 1

1. This Convention applies to any animal used or intended for use in any experimental or
other scientific procedure where that procedure may cause pain, suffering, distress or lasting
harm. It does not apply to any non-experimental agricultural or clinical veterinary practice.

2. In this Convention :

a. "animal", unless otherwise qualified, means any live non-human vertebrate, including
free-living and/or reproducing larval forms, but excluding other foetal or embryonic forms ;

b. "intended for use" means bred or kept for the purpose of sale, disposal or use in any
experimental or other scientific procedure ;

c. "procedure" means any experimental or other scientific use of an animal which may
cause it pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm, including any course of action intended to, or
liable to, result in the birth of an animal in any such conditions, but excluding the least painful
methods accepted in modern practice (that is, "humane" methods) of killing or marking an
animal. A procedure starts when an animal is first prepared for use and ends when no further
observations are to be made for that procedure; the elimination of pain, suffering, distress or
lasting harm by the successful use of anaesthesia or analgesia or other methods does not place
the use of an animal outside the scope of this definition ;

d. "competent person" means any person who is considered by a Party to be competent in
its territory to perform the relevant function described in this Convention ;

e. "responsible authority" means, in the territory of a given Party, any authority, body or
person designated for the relevant purpose ;

/ . "establishment" means any stable or mobile facility, any building, group of buildings
or other premises, including a place which is not wholly enclosed or covered ;

g. "breeding establishment" means any establishment where animals are bred with a view
to their use in procedures ;

h. "supplying establishment" means any establishment, other than a breeding establish-
ment, from which animals are supplied with a view to their use in procedures ;

i. "user establishment" means any establishment where animals are used in procedures ;

j . "humane method of killing" means the killing of an animal with a minimum of
physical and mental suffering appropriate to the species.

Article 2

A procedure may be performed for one or more of the following purposes only and subject
to the restrictions laid down in this Convention :

a. i. avoidance or prevention of disease, ill-health or other abnormality, or their effects, in
man, vertebrate or invertebrate animals or plants, including the production and the quality,
efficacy and safety testing of drugs, substances or products ;
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ii. diagnosis or treatment of disease, ill-health or other abnormality, or their effects, in
man. vertebrate or invertebrate animals or plants ;

b. detection, assessment, regulation or modification of physiological conditions in man,
vertebrate and invertebrate animals or plants ;

c. protection of the environment ;

d. scientific research ;

e. education and training ;

/ forensic inquiries.

Article 3

Each Party undertakes to take all the necessary steps to give effect to the provisions of this
Convention and to ensure an effective system of control and supervision as soon as possible and in
any case within a period of five years from the date of entry into force of the present Convention
in respect of that Party.

Article 4

No provision in this Convention shall affect the liberty of the Parties to adopt stricter
measures for the protection of animals used in procedures or for the control and restriction of the
use of animals in procedures.

PART II

General care and accommodation

Article 5

1. Any animal used or intended for use in a procedure shall be provided with accommodation,
an environment, at least a minimum degree of freedom of movement, food, water and care,
appropriate to its health and well-being. Any restriction on the extent to which an animal can
satisfy its physiological and ethological needs shall be limited as far as practicable. In the im-
plementation of this provision, regard should be paid to the guidelines for accommodation and
care of animals set out in Appendix A to this Convention.

2. The environmental conditions in which animals are bred, kept or used shall be checked
daily.

3. The well-being and state of health of animals shall be observed sufficiently closely and
frequently to prevent pain or avoidable suffering, distress or lasting harm.

4. Each Party shall determine arrangements to ensure that any defect or suffering discovered
is corrected as quickly as possible.

PART III

Conduct of procedure

Article 6

1. A procedure shall not be performed for any of the purposes referred to in Article 2, if
another scientifically satisfactory method, not entailing the use of an animal, is reasonably and
practicably available.
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2. Each Party should encourage scientific research into the development of methods which
could provide the same information as that obtained in procedures.

Article 7

When a procedure has to be performed, the choice of species shall be carefully considered
and, where required, be explained to the responsible authority ; in a choice between procedures,
those should be selected which use the minimum number of animals, cause the least pain,
suffering, distress or lasting harm and which are most likely to provide satisfactory results.

Article 8

A procedure shall be performed under general or local anaesthesia or analgesia or by
other methods designed to eliminate as far as practicable pain, suffering, distress or lasting
harm, applied throughout the procedure unless :

a. the pain caused by the procedure is less than the impairment of the animal's well-being
caused by the use of anaesthesia or analgesia, or

b. the use of anaesthesia or analgesia is incompatible with the aim of the procedure. In
such cases, appropriate legislative and/or administrative measures shall be taken to ensure that
no such procedure is carried out unnecessarily.

Article 9

1. Where it is planned to subject an animal to a procedure in which it will or may experience

severe pain which is likely to endure, that procedure must be specifically declared and justified to,

or specifically authorised by, the responsible authority.

2. Appropriate legislative and/or administrative measures shall be taken to ensure that no
such procedure is carried out unnecessarily.

Such measures shall include :

— either specific authorisation by the responsible authority ;

— or specific declaration of such procedure to the responsible authority and judicial or
administrative action by that authority if it is not satisfied that the procedure is of sufficient
importance for meeting the essential needs of man or animal, including the solution of scientific
problems.

Article 10

During a procedure, an animal used shall remain subject to the provisions of Article 5
except where those provisions are incompatible with the objective of the procedure.

Article 11

1. At the end of a procedure it shall be decided whether the animal shall be kept alive or
killed by a humane method. An animal shall not be kept alive if, even though it has been
restored to normal health in all other respects, it is likely to remain in lasting pain or distress.
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2. The decisions referred to in paragraph 1 of this article shall be taken by a competent
person, in particular a veterinarian, or the person who, in accordance with Article 13, is
responsible for, or has performed, the procedure.

3. Where, at the end of a procedure :

a. an animal is to be kept alive, it shall receive the care appropriate to its state of health,
be placed under the supervision of a veterinarian or other competent person and kept under con-
ditions conforming to the requirements of Article 5. The conditions laid down in this
sub-paragraph may, however, be waived where, in the opinion of a veterinarian, the animal
would not suffer as a consequence of such exemption ;

b. an animal is not to be kept alive or cannot benefit from the provisions of Article 5 for
its well-being, it shall be killed by a humane method as soon as possible.

4. No animal which has been used in a procedure entailing severe or enduring pain or
suffering, irrespective of whether anaesthesia or analgesia was employed, shall be used in a
further procedure unless it has returned to good health and well-being, and either :

a. the further procedure is one in which the animal is subject throughout to general
anaesthesia which is to be maintained until the animal is killed ; or

b. the further procedure will involve minor interventions only.

Article 12

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Convention, where it is necessary for the
legitimate purposes of the procedure, the responsible authority may allow the animal concerned
to be set free provided that it is satisfied that the maximum practicable care has been taken to safe-
guard the animal's well-being. Procedures that involve setting the animal free shall not be permitted
solely for educational or training purposes.

PART IV

Authorisation

Article 13

A procedure for the purposes referred to in Article 2 may be carried out only by persons
authorised, or under the direct responsibility of a person authorised, or if the experimental or
other scientific project concerned is authorised in accordance with the provisions of national
legislation. Authorisation shall be granted only to persons deemed to be competent by the
responsible authority.

PART V

Breeding or supplying establishments

Article 14

Breeding and supplying establishments shall be registered with the responsible authority
subject to the grant of an exemption under Article 21 or Article 22. Such registered establishments
shall comply with the requirements of Article 5.
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Article 15

The registration provided for in Article 14 shall specify the person in charge of the
establishment, who shall be competent to administer or arrange for suitable care for animals of
the species bred or kept in the establishment.

Article 16

1. Arrangements shall be made at registered breeding establishments to record, in respect of
the animals bred there, the number and species of such animals leaving, the dates they leave and
the name and address of the recipient.

2. Arrangements shall be made at registered supplying establishments to record the number
and species of such animals entering and leaving, the dates of these movements, from whom the
animals concerned were acquired and the name and address of the recipient.

3. The responsible authority shall prescribe the records which are to be kept and made
available to it by the person in charge of the establishments mentioned in paragraph 1 and 2 of
this article ; such records shall be kept for a minimum of three years from the date of the last
entry.

Article 17

1. Each dog and cat in an establishment shall be individually and permanently marked in
the least painful manner possible before it is weaned.

2. Where an unmarked dog or cat is taken into an establishment for the first time after it
has been weaned, it shall be marked as soon as possible.

3. Where a dog or cat is transferred from one establishment to another before it is weaned
and it is not practical to mark it beforehand, a full documentary record, specifying in particular
its mother, shall be kept until it can be marked.

4. Particulars of the identity and origin of each dog or cat shall be entered in the records of
the establishment.

PART VI

User establishments

Article 18

User establishments shall be registered with or otherwise approved by the responsible
authority and shall comply with the conditions laid down in Article 5.

Article 19

Provisions shall be made at user establishments for installations and equipment appropriate
for the species of animals used and the performance of the procedures conducted there. The
design, construction and functioning of such installations and equipment shall be such as to
ensure that the procedures are performed as effectively as possible, with the object of obtaining
consistent results with the minimum number of animals and the minimum degree of pain,
suffering, distress or lasting harm
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Article 20

In user establishments :

a. the person or persons who are administratively responsible for the care of the animals
and the functioning of the equipment shall be identified ;

b. sufficient trained staff shall be provided ;

c. adequate arrangements shall be made for the provision of veterinary advice and treat-
ment ;

d. a veterinarian or other competent person should be charged with advisory duties in
relation to the well-being of the animals.

Article 21

1. Animals of the species listed below which are for use in procedures shall be acquired
directly from or originate from registered breeding establishments, unless a general or special
exemption has been obtained under arrangements to be determined by the Party :

Mouse
Rat
Guinea pig
Golden hamster
Rabbit
Dog
Cat
Quail

Mus musculus
Rattus norvegicus
Cavia porcellus
Mesocricetus auratus
Oryctolagus cuniculus
Cants familiaris
Felis catus

Coturnix coturnix

2. Each Party undertakes to extend the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article to other
species, in particular of the order of primates, as soon as there is a reasonable prospect of a
sufficient supply of purpose-bred animals of the species concerned.

3. Straying animals of a domesticated species shall not be used in procedures. A general
exemption made under the conditions of paragraph 1 of this article may not extend to stray dogs
and cats.

Article 22

In user establishments, only animals supplied from registered breeding or supplying
establishments shall be used, unless a general or special exemption has been obtained under
arrangements to be determined by the Party.

Article 23

Procedures may, where authorised by the responsible authority, be conducted outside user
establishments.

Article 24

Arrangements shall be made at user establishments to maintain records and make them
available as required by the responsible authority. In particular, these records shall be sufficient
to meet the requirements of Article 27 and, in addition, show the number and species of all
animals acquired, from whom they were acquired and their date of arrival.
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PART VII

Education and training

Article 25

1. Procedures carried out for the purpose of education, training or further training for
professions or other occupations, including the care of animals being used or intended for use in
procedures, must be notified to the responsible authority and shall be carried out by or under the
supervision of a competent person, who will be responsible for ensuring that the procedures
comply with national legislation under the terms of this Convention.

2. Procedures within the scope of education, training, or further training for purposes other
than those referred to in paragraph 1 above shall not be permitted.

3. Procedures referred to in paragraph 1 of this article shall be restricted to those absolutely
necessary for the purpose of the education or training concerned and be permitted only if their
objective cannot be achieved by comparably effective audio-visual or any other suitable methods.

Article 26

Persons who carry out procedures, or take part in procedures, or take care of animals
used in procedures, including supervision, shall have had appropriate education and training.

PART VIII

Statistical information

Article 27

1. Each Party shall collect statistical information on the use of animals in procedures and
this information shall where lawful be made available to the public.

2. Information shall be collected in respect of :

a. the numbers and kinds of animals used in procedures ;

b. the numbers of animals in selected categories used in procedures directly concerned
with medicine and in education and training ;

c. the numbers of animals in selected categories used in procedures for the protection of
man and the environment ;

d. the numbers of animals in selected categories used in procedures required by law.

Article 28

1. Subject to requirements of national legislation relating to secrecy and confidentiality, each
Party shall communicate every year to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe infor-
mation in respect of the items mentioned in paragraph 2 of Article 27, presented in the form
set out in Appendix B to this Convention.

2. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall publish the statistical information
received from the Parties in respect of the items mentioned in paragraph 2 of Article 27.

3. Each Party is invited to communicate to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe
the address of its national authority from which information about more comprehensive national
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statistics may be obtained on request. Such addresses will be contained in the publications of
statistics made by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

PART IX

Recognition of procedures carried out in the territory of another Party

Article 29

1. In order to avoid unnecessary repetition of procedures required by law on health and
safety, each Party shall, where practicable, recognise the results of procedures carried out in the
territory of another Party.

2. To that end the Parties undertake, where practicable and lawful, to render each other
mutual assistance, in particular by furnishing information on their legislation and administrative
practice relating to the requirements for procedures to be carried out in support of submissions
for registration of products, as well as factual information on procedures carried out in their
territory and on authorisation or any other administrative particulars pertaining to these
procedures.

PART X

Multilateral consultations

Article 30

The Parties shall, within five years from the entry into force of this Convention and every
five years thereafter, or more frequently if a majority of the Parties should so request, hold
multilateral consultations within the Council of Europe to examine the application of this
Convention, and the advisability of revising it or extending any of its provisions. These
consultations shall take place at meetings convened by the Secretary General of the Council of
Europe. The Parties shall communicate the name of their representative to the Secretary General
of the Council of Europe at least two months before meetings.

PART XI

Final provisions

Article 31

This Convention shall be open for signature by the member States of the Council of Europe
and by the European Communities. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary General
of the Council of Europe.

Article 32

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration
of a period of six months after the date on which four member States of the Council of Europe
have expressed their consent to be bound by the Convention in accordance with the provisions of
Article 31.
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2. In respect of a Signatory which subsequently expresses its consent to be bound by it, the
Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a
period of six months after the date of the deposit of the instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval.

Article 33

1. After the entry intQ force of this Convention, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe may invite any State not a member of the Council to accede to this Convention, by a
decision taken by the majority provided for in Article 20.d of the Statute of the Council of
Europe1 and by the unanimous vote of the representatives of the Contracting States entitled to sit
on the Committee.

2. In respect of any acceding State, the Convention shall enter into force on the first day of
the month following the expiration of a period of six months after the date of deposit of the
instrument of accession with the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

Article 34

1. Any Signatory may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratifi-
cation, acceptance, approval or accession, make one or more reservations. No reservations may,
however, be made in respect of Articles 1 to 14 or Articles 18 to 20.

2. Any Party which has made a reservation under the preceding paragraph may wholly or
partly withdraw it by means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of
Europe. The withdrawal shall take effect on the date of receipt of such notification by the
Secretary General.

3. A Party which has made a reservation in respect of a provision of this Convention may not
claim the application of that provision by any other Party ; it may, however, if its reservation is
partial or conditional, claim the application of that provision insofar as it has itself accepted it.

Article 35

1. Any Signatory may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratifi-
cation, acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or territories to which this Con-
vention shall apply.

2. Any Party may at any later date, by a declaration addressed to the Secretary General of
the Council of Europe, extend the application of this Convention to any other territory specified
in the declaration. In respect of such territory, the Convention shall enter into force on the first
day of the month following the expiration of a period of six months after the date of receipt of
such declaration by the Secretary General.

3. Any declaration made under the two preceding paragraphs may, in respect of any territory
specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification addressed to the Secretary General.
The withdrawal shall become effective on the first day of the month following the expiration of a
period of six months after the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary General.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 87, p. 103.
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Article 36

1. Any Party may at any time denounce this Convention by means of a notification addressed
to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

2. Such denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month following the
expiration of a period of six months after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary
General.

Article 37

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member States of the
Council of Europe, the European Communities and any State which has acceded to this
Convention of :

a. any signature ;

b. the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession ;

c. any date of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with Articles 32, 33 and 35 ;

d. any other act, notification or communication relating to this Convention.

[For the testimonium and signatures, see p. 87 of this volume.]
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APPENDIX A

Guidelines for accommodation and care of animals

(Article 5 of the Convention)

CONTENTS

Introduction

1. The physical facilities

1.1. Functions and general design
1.2. Holding rooms
1.3. Laboratories and general and special purpose procedure rooms
1.4. Service rooms

2.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.

3.
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3.2.
3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.
3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

3.10.
3.11.

3.12.

The environment in the holding rooms and its control

Ventilation
Temperature

Humidity

Lighting

Noise

Alarm systems

Care

Health
Capture
Packing and transport

Reception and unpacking
Quarantine, isolation and acclimatisation
Caging

Feeding

Water

Bedding
Exercising and handling
Cleaning

Humane killing of animals

Introduction

1. The member States of the Council of Europe have decided that it is their aim to protect live animals used
lor experimental and other scientific purposes to ensure that any possible pain, suffering, distress, or lasting
harm inflicted upon them, as a consequence of procedures being conducted upon them, shall be kept at a
minimum.

2. It is true that some procedures are conducted under field conditions on free-living, self-supporting, wild
animals, but such procedures are relatively few in number. The great majority of animals used in procedures
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must for practical reasons be kept under some sort of physical control in facilities ranging from outdoor corrals
to cages for small animals in a laboratory animal house. This is a situation where there are highly conflicting
interests. On the one hand, the animal whose needs in respect of movement, social relations and other
manifestations of life must be restricted, on the other hand, the experimenter and his assistants who demand
full control of the animal and its environment. In this confrontation of interests the animal may sometimes be
given secondary consideration.

.3. Therefore, the European Convention for the Protection of Vertebrate Animals Used for Experimental or
Other Scientific Purposes provides in Article S that : "Any animal used or intended for use in a procedure shall
be provided with accommodation, an environment, at least a minimum degree of freedom of movement, food,
water and care, appropriate to its health and well-being. Any restriction on the extent to which an animal can
satisfy its physiological and ethological needs shall be limited as far as practicable."

4. This appendix draws up certain guidelines based on present knowledge and practice for the
accommodation and care of animals. It explains and supplements the basic principles adopted in Article 5. The
object is thus to help authorities, institutions and individuals in their pursuit of the aims of the Council of
Europe in this matter.

5. Care is a word which, when used in connection with animals intended for or in actual use in procedures,
covers all aspects of the relationship between animals and man. Its substance is the sum of material and
non-material resources mobilised by man to obtain and maintain an animal in a physical and mental state where
it suffers least and performs best in procedures. It starts from the moment the animal is destined to be used in
procedures and continues until it is humanely killed or otherwise disposed of by the establishment in accordance
with Article 11 of the Convention after the close of the procedure.

6. The appendix aims to give advice about the design of appropriate animal quarters. There are, however,
several methods of breeding and keeping laboratory animals that differ chiefly in the degree of control of the
microbiological environment. It has to be borne in mind that the staff concerned will sometimes have to judge
from the character and condition of the animals where the recommended standards of space may not be
sufficient, as with especially aggressive animals. In applying the guidelines described in this appendix, the
requirements of each of these situations should be taken into account. Furthermore, it is necessary to make
clear the status of these guidelines. Unlike the provisions of the Convention itself, they are not mandatory : they
are recommendations to be used with discretion, designed as guidance to the practices and standards which all
concerned should conscientiously strive to achieve. It is for this reason that the term "should" has had to be
used throughout the text even where "must" might seem to be the more appropriate word. For example, it is
self-evident that food and water must be provided (see 3.7,2 and 3.8).

~!. Finally, tor practical and financial reasons, existing animal quarters equipment should not need to be
replaced before it is worn out, or has otherwise become useless. Pending replacement with equipment
conforming with the present guidelines, these should as far as practicable be complied with by adjusting the
numbers and sizes of animals placed in existing cages and pens.

Definitions

In this Appendix A. in addition to the definitions contained in Article 1.2 of the Convention :

a. "holding rooms" mean rooms where animals are normally housed, either for breeding and stocking
or during the conduct of a procedure ;

b. "cage " means a permanently fixed or movable container that is closed by solid walls and, at least on
one side, by bars or meshed wire or, where appropriate, nets and in which one or more animals are kept or
transported ; depending on the stocking density and the size of the container, the freedom of movement of the
animals is relatively restricted ;

c. "pen" means an area enclosed, for example, by walls, bars or meshed wire in which one or more
animals are kept ; depending on the size of the enclosure and the stocking density the freedom of movement of
the animals is usually less restricted than in a cage ;

d. "run" means an area closed, for example, by fences, walls, bars or meshed wire and frequently
situated outside permanently fixed buildings in which animals kept in cages or pens can move freely during
certain periods of time in accordance with their ethological and physiological needs, such as exercise ;

e. "stall" means a small enclosure with three sides, usually a feed-rack and lateral separations, where
one or two animals may be kept tethered.
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1. The physical facilities

1.1. Functions and general design

1.1.1. Any facility should be so constructed as to provide a suitable environment for the species housed. It
should also be designed to prevent access by unauthorised persons.

Facilities that are part of a larger building complex should also be protected by proper building measures
and arrangements that limit the number of entrances and prevent unauthorised traffic.

1.1.2. It is recommended that there should be a maintenance programme for the facilities in order to prevent
any delect of equipment.

1.2. Holding rooms

1.2.1. All necessary measures should be taken to ensure regular and efficient cleaning of the rooms and the
maintenance of a satisfactory hygienic standard. Ceilings and walls should be damage-resistant with a smooth,
impervious and easily washable surface. Special attention should be paid to junctions with doors, ducts, pipes
and cables. Doors and windows, if any, should be constructed or protected so as to keep out unwanted animals.
Where appropriate, an inspection window may be fitted in the door. Floors should be smooth, impervious and
have a non-slippery, easily washable surface which can carry the weight of racks and other heavy equipment
without being damaged. Drains, if any, should be adequately covered and fitted with a barrier which will
prevent animals from gaining access.

1.2.2. Rooms where the animals are allowed to run freely should have walls and floors with a particularly
resistant surface material to stand up to the heavy wear and tear caused by the animals and the cleaning process.
The material should not be detrimental to the health of the animals and be such that the animals cannot hurt
themselves. Drains are desirable in such rooms. Additional protection must be given to any équipement or
fixtures so that they may not be damaged by the animals or hurt the animals themselves. Where outdoor
exercise areas are provided measures should be taken when appropriate to prevent access by the public and
animals.

1.2.3. Rooms intended for the holding of farm animals (cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, horses, poultry, etc.) should
at least conform with the standards laid down in the European Convention for the Protection of Animals kept
for Farming Purposes and by national veterinary and other authorities.

1.2.4. The majority of holding rooms are usually designed to house rodents. Frequently such rooms may also be
used to house larger species. Care should be taken not to house together species which are incompatible.

1.2.5. Holding rooms should be provided with facilities for carrying out minor procedures and manipulations,
where appropriate.

1.3. Laboratories and general and special purpose procedure rooms

1.3.1. At breeding or supplying establishments suitable facilities for making consignments of animals ready for
dispatch should be made available.

1.3.2. All establishments should also have available as a minimum laboratory facilities for the carrying out of
simple diagnostic tests, post-mortem examinations, and/or the collection of samples which are to be subjected
to more extensive laboratory investigations elsewhere.

1.3.3. Provision should be made for the receipt of animals in such a way that incoming animals do not put at
risk animals already present in the facility, for example by quarantining. General and special purpose
procedure rooms should be available for situations where it is undesirable to carry out the procedures or
observations in the holding room.

1.3.4. There should be appropriate accommodation for enabling animals which are ill or injured to be housed
separately.

1.3.5. Where appropriate, there should be provision for one or more separate operating rooms suitably
equipped for the performance of surgical procedures under aseptic conditions. There should be facilities for
post-operative recovery where this is warranted.
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1.4. Service rooms

1.4.1. Store rooms for food should be cool, dry, vermin and insect proof and those for bedding, dry, vermin
and insect proof. Other materials, which may be contaminated or present a hazard, should be stored
separately.

1.4.2. Store rooms for clean cages, instruments and other equipment should be available.

1.4.3. The cleaning and washing room should be large enough to accommodate the installations necessary
to decontaminate and clean used equipment. The cleaning process should be arranged so as to separate the
flow of clean and dirty equipment to prevent the contamination of newly cleaned equipment. Walls and
floors should be covered with a suitably resistant surface material and the ventilation system should have
ample capacity to carry away the excess heat and humidity.

1.4.4. Provision should be made for the hygienic storage and disposal of carcasses and animal waste. If
incineration on the site is not possible or desirable, suitable arrangements should be made for the safe
disposal of such material having regard to local regulations and by-laws. Special precautions should be
taken with highly toxic or radioactive waste.

1.4.5. The design and construction of circulation areas should correspond to the standards of the holding
rooms. The corridors should be wide enough to allow easy circulation of movable equipment.

2. The environment in the holding rooms and Its control

2.1. Ventilation

2.1.1. Holding rooms should have an adequate ventilation system which should satisfy the requirements of
the species housed. The purpose of the ventilation system is to provide fresh air and to keep down the level
of odours, noxious gases, dust and infectious agents of any kind. It also provides for the removal of excess
heat and humidity.

2.1.2. The air in the room should be renewed at frequent intervals. A ventilation rate of 15-20 air changes
per hour is normally adequate. However, in some circumstances, where stocking density is low, 8-10 air
changes per hour may suffice or mechanical ventilation may not even be needed at all. Other circumstances
may necessitate a much higher rate of air change. Recirculation of untreated air should be avoided.
However, it should be emphasised that even the most efficient system cannot compensate for poor cleaning
routines or negligence.

2.1.3. The ventilation system should be so designed as to avoid harmful draughts.

2.1.4. Smoking in rooms where there are animals should be forbidden.

2.2. Temperature

2.2.1. Table 1 gives the range within which it is recommended that the temperature should be maintained.
It should also be emphasised that the figures apply only to adult, normal animals. Newborn and young
animals will often require a much higher temperature level. The temperature of the premises should be
regulated according to possible changes in the animals' thermal regulation which may be due to special
physiological conditions or to the effects of the procedures.

2.2.2. Under the climatic conditions prevailing in Europe it may be necessary to provide a ventilation
system having the capacity both to heat and to cool the air supplied.

2.2.3. In user establishments a precise temperature control in the holding rooms may be required, because
the environmental temperature is a physical factor which has a profound effect on the metabolism of all
animals.

2.3. Humidity

Extreme variations in relative humidity (RH) have an adverse effect on the health and well-being of
animals. It is therefore recommended that the RH level in holding rooms should be appropriate to the
species concerned and should ordinarily be maintained at 55% ± 10%. Values below 40% and above
70% RH for prolonged periods should be avoided.
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2.4. Lighting

In windowless rooms, it is necessary to provide controlled lighting both to satisfy the biological
requirements of the animals and to provide a satisfactory working environment. It is also necessary to have
a control of the intensity and of the light-dark cycle. When keeping albino animals, one should take into
account their sensitivity to light (see also 2.6).

2.5. Noise

Noise can be an important disturbing factor in the animal quarters. Holding rooms and procedure
rooms should be insulated against loud noise sources in the audible and in the higher frequencies in order
to avoid disturbances in the behaviour and the physiology of the animals. Sudden noises may lead to
considerable change in organ functions but, as they are often unavoidable, it is sometimes advisable to
provide holding and procedure rooms with a continuous sound of moderate intensity such as soft music.

2.6. Alarm systems

A facility housing a large number of animals is vulnerable. It is therefore recommended that the
facility is duly protected by the installation of devices to detect fires and the intrusion of unauthorised
persons. Technical defects or a break-down of the ventilation system is another hazard which could cause
distress and even the death of animals, due to suffocation and overheating or, in less serious cases, have
such negative effects on a procedure that it will be a failure and have to be repeated. Adequate monitoring
devices should therefore be installed in connection with the heating and ventilation plant to enable the staff
to supervise its operation in general. If warranted, a stand-by generator should be provided for the
maintenance of life support systems for the animals and lighting in the event of a break-down or the
withdrawal of supply. Clear instructions on emergency procedures should be prominently displayed. Alarms
for fish tanks are recommended in case of failure of the water supply. Care should be taken to ensure that
the operation of an alarm system causes as little disturbance as possible to the animals.

3. Care

3 . 1 . Health

3.1.1. The person in charge of the establishment should ensure regular inspection of the animals and
supervision of the accommodation and care by a veterinarian or other competent person.

3.1.2. According to the assessment of the potential hazard to the animals, appropriate attention should be
paid to the health and hygiene of the staff.

3.2. Capture

Wild and feral animals should be captured only by humane methods and by experienced persons who
have a thorough knowledge of the habits and habitats of the animals to be caught. If an anaesthetic or any
other drug has to be used in the capturing operation, it should be administered by a veterinarian or other
competent person. Any animal which is seriously injured should be presented as soon as possible to a veter-
inarian for treatment. If the animal, in the opinion of the veterinarian, can only go on living with suffering
or pain it should be killed at once by a humane method. In the absence of a veterinarian, any animal which
may be seriously injured should be killed at once by a humane method.

3.3. Packing and transport conditions

All transportation is undoubtedly, for the animals, a stressful experience, which should be mitigated
as far as possible. Animals should be in good health for transportation and it is the duty of the sender to
ensure that they are so. Animals which are sick or otherwise out of condition should never be subjected to
any transport which is not necessary for therapeutic or diagnostic reasons. Special care should be exercised
with female animals in an advanced state of pregnancy. Female animals which are likely to give birth
during the transport or which have done so within the preceding forty-eight hours, and their offspring,
should be excluded from transportation. Every precaution should be taken by sender and carrier in packing,
stowing and transit to avoid unnecessary suffering through inadequate ventilation, exposure to extreme
temperatures, lack of feed and water, long delays, etc. The receiver should be properly informed about the
transport details and documentary particulars to ensure quick handling and reception in the place of
arrival. Even in the case of States which are not Parties to the European Convention on the Protection of
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Animals During International Transport,1 strict observance of the provisions of this Convention is rec-
ommended ; strict observance of national laws and regulations as well as of the regulations for live animals
of the International Air Transport Association and the Animal Air Transport Association is also
recommended.

3.4. Reception and unpacking

The consignments of animals should be received and unpacked without avoidable delay. After
inspection, the animals should be transferred to clean cages or pens and be supplied with feed and water as
appropriate. Animals which are sick or otherwise out of condition should be kept under close observation
and separately from other animals. They should be examined by a veterinarian or other competent person
as soon as possible and, where necessary, treated. Animals which do not have any chance to recover should be
killed at once by a humane method. Finally, all animals received must be registered and marked in
accordance with the provisions of Articles 16, 17 and 24 of the Convention. Transport boxes should be
destroyed immediately if proper decontamination is impossible.

3.5. Quarantine, isolation and acclimatisation

3.5.1. The objects of quarantine are :

a. to protect other animals in the establishment ;

b. to protect man against zoonotic infection ;

c. to foster good scientific practice.

Unless the state of health of animals introduced into an establishment is satisfactory, it is recommen-
ded that they should undergo a period of quarantine. In some cases, that of rabies, for example, this period
may be laid down in the national regulations of the Party. In others, it will vary and should be determined
by a competent person, according to the circumstances, normally the veterinarian appointed by the estab-
lishment (see also Table 2).

Animals may be used for procedures during the quarantine period as long as they have become
acclimatised to their new environment and they present no significant risk to other animals or man.

3.5.2. It is recommended that facilities should be set aside in which to isolate animals showing signs of or
suspected of ill-health and which might present a hazard to man or to other animals.

3.5.3. Even when the animals are seen to be in sound health it is good husbandry for them to undergo a
period of acclimatisation before being used in a procedure. The time required depends on several factors,
such as the stress to which the animals have been subjected which in turn depends on several factors such
as the duration of the transportation and the age of the animal. This time shall be decided by a competent
person.

3.6. Caging

3.6.1. It is possible to make a distinction between two broad systems of housing animals.

Firstly, there is the system found in breeding, supplying and user establishments in the bio-medical field
designed to accommodate animals such as rodents, rabbits, carnivores, birds and non-human primates,
sometimes also ruminants, swine and horses. Suggested guidelines for cages, pens, runs and stalls suitable for
such facilities are presented in Tables 3 to 13. Supplementary guidance on minimum cage areas is found in
Figures 1 to 7. Furthermore, a corresponding guidance for the appraisal of the stocking density in cages is
presented in Figures 8 to 12.

Secondly, there is the system frequently found in establishments conducting procedures only on farm or
similar large animals. The facilities in such establishments should not be less than those required by current
veterinary standards.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 788, p. 195.
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3.6.2. Cages and pens should not be made out of material that is detrimental to the health of the animals, and
their design should be such that the animals cannot injure themselves and, unless they are disposable, they
should be made from a resistant material adapted to cleaning and decontamination techniques. In particular
attention should be given to the design of cage and pen floors which should vary according to the species and age
of the animals and be designed to facilitate the removal of excreta.

3.6.3. Pens should be designed for the well-being of the species. They should permit the satisfaction of certain
ethological needs (for example the need to climb, hide or shelter temporarily) and be designed for efficient
cleaning and freedom from contact with other animals.

3.7. Feeding

3.7.1. In the selection, production and preparation of feed, precautions should be taken to avoid chemical,
physical and microbiological contamination. The feed should be packed in tight, closed bags, stamped with the
production date when appropriate. Packing, transport and storing should also be such as to avoid
contamination, deterioration or destruction. Store rooms should be cool, dark, dry, and vermin and insect
proof. Quickly perishable feed like greens, vegetables, fruit, meat, fish, etc. should be stored in cold rooms,
refrigerators or freezers.

All feed hoppers, troughs or other utensils used for feeding should be regularly cleaned and if necessary
sterilised. If moist feed is used or if the feed is easily contaminated with water, urine, etc., daily cleaning is
necessary.

3.7.2. The feed distribution process may vary according to the species but it should be such as to satisfy the
physiological needs of the animal. Provision should be made for each animal to have access to the feed.

3.8. Water

3.8.1. Uncontaminated drinking water should always be available to all animals. During transport, it is
acceptable to provide water as part of a moist diet. Water is however a vehicle of micro-organisms and the
supply should therefore be so arranged that the hazard involved is minimised. Two methods are in common use,
bottles and automatic systems.

3.8.2. Bottles are often used with small animals like rodents and rabbits. When bottles are used, they should be
made from translucent material in order to enable their contents to be monitored. The design should be
wide-mouthed for easy and efficient cleaning and, if plastic material is used, it should not be leachable. Caps,
stoppers and pipes should also be sterilisable and easy to clean. All bottles and accessories should be taken to
pieces, cleaned and sterilised at appropriate and regular periods. It is preferable that the bottles should be
replaced by clean, sterilised ones rather than be refilled in the holding rooms.

3.8.3. Automatic drinking systems should be regularly checked, serviced and flushed to avoid accidents and the
spread of infections. If solid-bottom cages are used, care should be taken to minimise the risk of flooding.
Regular bacteriological testing of the system is also necessary to monitor the quality of the water.

3.8.4. Water received from public waterworks contains some micro-organisms which are usually considered to
be harmless unless one is dealing with microbiologically defined animals. In such cases, the water should be
treated. Water supplied by public waterworks is usually chlorinated to reduce the growth of micro-organisms.
Such chlorination is not always enough to keep down the growth of certain potential pathogens, as for example
Pseudomonas. As an additional measure, the level of chlorine in the water could be increased or the water could
be acidified to achieve the desired effect.

3.8.5. In fishes, amphibians and reptiles, tolerance for acidity, chlorine and many other chemicals differs
widely from species to species. Therefore provision should be made to adapt the water supply for aquariums and
tanks to the needs and tolerance limits of the individual species.

3.9. Bedding

Bedding should be dry, absorbent, non-dusty, non-toxic and free from infectious agents or vermin, or
any other form of contamination. Special care should be taken to avoid using sawdust or bedding material
derived from wood which has been treated chemically. Certain industrial by-products or waste, such as
shredded paper, may be used.
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3.10. Exercising and handling

3.10.1. It is advisable to take every possible opportunity to let animals take exercise.

3.10.2. The performance of an animal during a procedure depends very much on its confidence in man,
something which has to be developed. The wild or feral animal will probably never become an ideal
experimental animal. It is different with the domesticated animal born and raised in contact with man. The
confidence once established should however be preserved. It is therefore recommended that frequent contact
should be maintained so that the animals become familiar with human presence and activity. Where
appropriate, time should be set aside for talking, handling and grooming. The staff should be sympathetic,
gentle and firm when associating with the animals.

3.11. Cleaning

3.11.1. The standard of a facility depends very much on good hygiene. Clear instructions should be given for
the changing of bedding in cages and pens.

3.11.2. Adequate routines for the cleaning, washing, decontamination and, when necessary, sterilisation of
cages and accessories, bottles and other equipment should be established. A very high standard of cleanli-
ness and order should also be maintained in holding, washing and storage rooms.

3.11.3. There should be regular cleaning and, where appropriate, renewal of the material forming the ground
surface in outdoor pens, cages and runs to avoid them becoming a source of infection and parasite infestation.

3.12. Humane killing of animals

3.12.1. All humane methods of killing animals require expertise which can only be attained by appropriate
training.

3.12.2. A deeply unconscious animal can be exsanguinated but drugs which paralyse muscles before
unconsciousness occurs, those with curariform effects and electrocution without passage of current through the
brain, should not be used without prior anaesthesia.

Carcass disposal should not be allowed until rigor mortis occurs.
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Tables and figures relating to Appendix A
of the European Convention for the Protection
of Vertebrate Animals used for Experimental

and other Scientific Purposes
(Guidelines for accommodation and care of animals)

TABLE 1

Guidelines for room temperature

(animals kept in cages, pens or indoor runs)

Species or groups of species

Non-human New World primates

Mouse

Rat

Syrian hamster

Gerbil

Guinea pig

Non-human Old World primates

Quail

Rabbit

Cat

Dog

Ferret

Poultry

Pigeon

Swine

Goat

Sheep

Cattle

Horse

Optimal range
in °C

20-28

20-24

20-24

20-24

20-24

20-24

20-24

20-24

15-21

15-21

15-21

15-21

15-21

15-21

10-24

10-24

10-24

10-24

10-24

Note : In special cases, for example when housing very young or hairless animals, higher room temperatures
than those indicated may be required.

TABLE 2

Guidelines for local quarantine periods

Introductory note: For imported animals, all quarantine periods should be subject to the Parties' national
regulation;.. In regard to local quarantine periods, the period should be determined by a competent person
according to circumstances, normally a veterinarian appointed by the establishment.

Species

Mouse

Rat

Gerbil

Guinea pig

Syrian hamster

Rabbit

Cat

Dog

Non-human primates

Days

5-15

5-15

5-15

5-15

5-15

20-30

20-30

20-30

40-60
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TABLE 3

Guidelines for caging small rodents und rabbits
(in stock and during procedures)

Species

Mouse

Rat

Syrian hamster

Guinea pig

Rabbit 1 kg

2 kg

3 kg

4 kg

5 k g

Minimum
cage floor area

cm3

180

350

180

600

1 400

2000

2 500

3 000

3 600

Mimimum
cage height

cm

12

14

12

18

30

30

35

40

40

Note : "Cage height" means the vertical distance between the cage floor and the upper horizontal part of
the lid or cage.

When designing procedures, consideration should be given to the potential growth of the animals to
ensure adequate room according to this table in all phases of the procedures.

See also Figures 1 to 5 and 8 to 12.

TABLE 4

Guidelines for caging small rodents in breeding

Species

Mouie

Rat

Syrian hamster

Guinea pig

Guinea pig
in harems

Minimum cage
floor area

for mother and litter

cm3

200

800

650

1 200

I 000
per adult

Minimum
cage

height

cm

12

14

12

18

18

Note : For definition of "cage height" see note to Table 3.
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TABLE 5

Guidelines for caging breeding rabbits

Weight
of

doe

kg

1

2

3

4

5

Minimum cage
floor area
per doe

and litter

m1

0,30

0,35

0,40

0,45

0,50

Minimum
cage

height

cm

30

30

35

40

40

Minimum
nest box

floor

m'

0.10

0.10

0,12

0,12

0,14

Note : For definition of "cage height" see note to Table 3.

The minimum cage floor area per doe and litter includes the area of the nest box floor.

See also Figure 6.

TABLE 6

Guidelines for housing cats
{during procedures and breeding)

Weight
of
cat

kg

0.5-1

1-3

3-4

4-5

Minimum cage
floor area
per cat

m*

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.6

Minimum cage
height

cm

50

50

50

50

Minimum cage
floor area

per queen and litter

m1

—

0,58

0,58

0.58

Minimum pen
floor area

per queen and litter

_

2

2

2

Note : The housing of cats in cages should be strictly limited. Cats confined in this way should be let out
for exercising at least once a day, where it doe* not interfere with the procedure. Cat pens should
be equipped with dirt trays, ample shelf room for resting and objects suitable for climbing and claw-
trimming.

"Cage height" means the vertical distance between the highest point on the floor and the lowest point
in the top of the cage.

For the purpose of calculating the minimum floor area, the shelf area may be included. The
minimum cage floor area per queen and litter includes the 0,18 m* area of the kittening box.

See also Figure 7.
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TABLE 7

Guidelines for housing dogs in cages
(during procedures)

Height of dog
to point

of shoulder

cm

30

40

70

Minimum cage
floor area
per dog

m '

0,75

1.00

1.75

Minimum
height
of cage

cm

50

80

140

Note : Dogs should not be kept in cages any longer than is absolutely necessary for the purpose of the
procedure. Caged dogs should be let out for exercise at least once a day unless it is incompatible
with the purpose of the procedure. A time-limit should be set beyond which a dog should not be
confined without daily exercise. Exercise areas should be large enough to allow the dog freedom of
movement. Grid floors should not be used in dog cages unless the procedure requires it.

In the light of the great differences in height and the limited interdependence of height and weight
of various breeds of dogs, the cage height should be based on the body height to the shoulder of
the individual animal. As a general rule the minimum cage height should be twice the height to
the shoulder.

For definition of "cage height", see note to Table 6.

Nott

TABLE 8

Guidelines for housing dogs in pens

{in stock and during procedures and breeding)

Weight
of

dog

kg

< 6

6-10

10-20

20-30

>30

Minimum
pen floor

area
per dog

m1

0,5

0,7

1.2

1,7

2.0

Minimum adjacent
exercise area per dog

up to 3 dogs

m '

0.5 (1.0)

1.4 (2.1)

1.6 (2.8)

1.9 (3,6)

2.0 (4,0)

more than 3 dogs

m7

0,5 (1.0)

1,2 (1,9)

1,4 (2,6)

1,6 (3,3)

1,8 (3,8)

: Figures in brackets give the total area per dog, that is, the pen floor area plus the adjacent exercise
area. Dogs kept permanently outdoors should have access to a sheltered place to find protection
against unfavourable weather conditions. Where dogs are housed on grid floors, a solid area should
be provided for sleeping. Grid floors should not be used unless the procedure requires it. Partitions
between pens should be such as to prevent dogs from injuring each other.

All pens should have adequate drainage.
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TABLE 9

Guidelines for caging non-human primates
(in stock and during procedures and breeding)

Introductory note : Because of the wide variations in sizes and characteristics of primates, it is especially import-
ant to match the shape and internal fittings as well as the dimensions of their cages to their particular
needs. The total volume of the cage is just as important to primates as the floor area. As a general principle, the
height of a cage, at least for apes and other simians, should be its greatest dimension. Cages should be high
enough at least to allow the animals to stand up erect. The minimum cage height for brachiators should be
such as to allow them to swing in full extension from the ceiling without their feet touching the cage floor.
Where appropriate, perches should be fitted to allow the primates to use the upper part of the cage.

Compatible primates may be kept two to a cage. Where they cannot be kept in pairs, their cages
should be so placed that they can see one another, but it should also be possible to prevent this when
required.

Subject to these observations, the following table constitutes a general guideline for caging the groups
of species most commonly used (superfamilies Ceboidea and Cercopithecoidea).

Weight
of primate

kg

<1

1-3

3-5

5-7

7-9

9-15

15-25

Minimum cage
floor area

for one or two animals

m J

0.25

0,35

0,50

0,70

0,90

1.10

1,50

Minimum
cage

height

cm

60

75

80

85

90

125

125

Note : For definition of "cage height" see note to Table 6.

Vol. 1704, 1-29468



28 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1993

TABLE 10

Guidelines for caging pigs
(in stock and during procedures)

Weight
of pig

5-15

15-25

25-40

Minimum cage
floor area

per pig

m !

0.35

0,55

0.80

Minimum
cage height

cm

50

60

80

Note : The table would also apply to piglets. Pigs should not be kept in cages unless absolutely necessary
for the purpose of the procedure and then only for a minimum period of time.

For definition of "cage height" see note to Table 6.

TABLE 11
Guidelines for accommodating farm animals in pens

{in stock and during procedures in user establishments)

Species
and

weights

kg

Pigs

10-30

30-50
50-100

100-150

>1SO

Sheep

< 70

Goats

< 7 0

Caille

< 6 0

60-100

100-150

150-200

200-400

>400

Adult horses

Minimum
pen floor

area

m'

2

2

3

5

5

1.4

1.6

2.0

2.2

2,4

2,5

2.6

2.8

13.5

Minimum
pen

length

m

1,6

1,8

2,1

2.5

2,5

1,8

1,8

1.1

1.8

1.8

2.0

2,2

2,2

4,5

Minimum
pen partition

height

m

0,8

1,0

1.2

1.4

1.4

1,2

2,0

1,0

1,0

1.0

1.2

1.4

1.4

1.8

Minimum
pen floor area

for groups

m '/animal

0.2

0,3

0,8

1,2

2,5

0,7

0,8

0,8

1,0

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

-

Minimum
length

of feed rack
per head

m

0.20

0,25

0.30

0,35

0.40

0.35

0,35

0.30

0.30

0.35

0.40

0.55

0.65

-
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TABLE 12

Guidelines for accommodating farm animals in stalls

(in stock and during procedures in user establishments)

Species
and

weights

kg

Pigs

100-150

> 150

Sheep

<70

Goats
< 7 0

Cattle
60-100

100-150

150-200

200-350

350-500

> 500

Adult horses

Minimum
stall area

m 1

1,2
2,5

0,7

0,8

0,6

0,9

1,2

1,8

2,1

2,6

4,0

Minimum
stall length

m

2,0

2,5

1,0

1,0

1,0

1,4

1,6

1,8

1.9

2,2

2,5

Minimum
stall partition

height

m

0.9

1.4

0,9

0,9

0,9

0,9

1,4

1,4

1.4

1.4

1.6

jVore : Stalls should be sufficiently wide to allow an animal to lie comfortably.
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TABLE 13

Guidelines for caging birds

(iti stock and during procedures in user establishments)

Species
and weights

g

Chickens

100-300
300-600

600-1 200

1 200-1 800

1 800-2 400

{Adult males)

> 2400

Quails

120-140

Minimum
area

for one bird

cm1

250

500

1 000

1 200

1 400

1 800

350

Minimum
area

for 2 birds

cm1/bird

200

400

600

700

850

1 200

250

Minimum
area

for 3 birds
or more

cm1 /bird

150

300

450

550

650

1 000

200

Minimum
cage

height

cm

25
35

45

45

45

60

15

Minimum
length of

feed trough
per bird

cm

3
7

10

12

12

15

4

Note : "Area" means the product of cage length and cage width measured internally and horizontally,
NOT the product of the floor length and floor width.
For definition of "cage height" see note to Table 6.

Mesh size in grid tloors should not be greater than 10 X 10 mm for young chicks, and 25 X 25 mm
for pullets and adults. The wire thickness should be at the least 2 mm. The sloping gradient should
not exceed 14% (8°). Water troughs should be of the same length as the feed troughs. If nipples or
cups are provided, each bird should have access to two. Cages should be fitted with perches and
allow birds in single cages to see each other.
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FIGURE 1

Mice (in stock and during procedures)
Minimum cage floor area

Given the weight of a mouse, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area that it should be
allocated.

•S 8 -

30 40
Cage floor area (cm1)

50 60 80 90 100

FIGURE 2

Rats (in stock and during procedures)

Minimum cage floor area

Given the weight of a rat, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area that it should be allocated.

S -

—I—
1500 SO 100

Cage floor area ( c m ! )

200 250 300
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FIGURE 3

Syrian hamsters (in stock and during procedures)

Minimum cage floor area

Given the weight of a Syrian hamster, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area that it should
be allocated.

s

9-

3 §-

I 8-

I SA

"S ©

20 40 60

Cage floor area (cm1)

80 100 120 140 160

FIGURE 4

Guinea pigs (in stock and during procedures)

Minimum cage floor area

Given the weight of a guinea pig, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area that it should be
allocated.

3
.SP
Q.
S

i

8 -

0 100 200

Cage floor area (cm1)

300 400 500 600 700
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FIGURE 5

Rabbits (in stock and during procedures)
Minimum cage Floor area

Given the weight of a rabbit, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area it should be allocated.

.s

0,1 0,2 0,3 0.4
Cage floor area (m1)

FIGURE 6

Rabbits (in breeding)

Minimum cage floor area for doe with unweaned litter

Given the weight of a doe, the full-drawn line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area it should be allocated.

•£ ~ -

1 r-

0,2
Cage floor area (m1)

1—
0,4

—r—
0.50.3

—I
0.6
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FIGURE 7

Cots (i« stock and during procedures)

Minimum cage floor area

Given the weight of a cat, the full-drawn Line, EU-EU, gives the minimum area it should be allocated.

•a

0.1
Cage floor area (m1)

0,2 0,3 0.4 0.S 0,6
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FIGURE 8

Guide to the relationship between number of mice per cage
and cage floor area {in stock and during procedures)

The lines represent the average weights and correspond to the line EU-EU in Figure 1

1 600-

1 500-

1 400.

1 300.

1 200.

1 100.

1 000.

900-

800 .

700.

600.

S00-

400.

300.

180.

100

40g
30g 20g

10 g

1 2 3 4 5 10

Number of mice

Minimum height of mouse cage : 12 cm

20 25 30

Vol. 1704, 1-29468



36 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1993

FIGURE 9

Guide to the relationship between number of rats per cage
and cage floor area (in stock and during procedures)

The lines represent the average weights and correspond to the line EU-EU in Figure 2.

400 g 300 g 200 g 100 g 50 g

1 100 .

I 000

900 .

800 .

: 700 4

Iî

500.

-400.

350.

300

1 2 3 4 S 6
Number of rats
Minimum height of rat cage : 14 cm

10 15
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FIGURE 10

Guide to the relationship between number of hamsters per cage
and cage floor area (in stock and during procedures)

The lines represent the average weights and correspond to the line EU-EU in Figure 3.

1 500-

1400-

1 300.

1 200-

1 100.

1 000.

"s

.5 9 0 ° -

I 80°-
i f 700.
O

600.

500,

400.

300.

200.

100

140 g 100
60g

5 10
Number of hamsters

Minimum height of hamster cage : 12 cm

15 20 25 30
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FIGURE 11

Guide to the relationship between number of guinea pigs per cage
and cage floor area (in stock and during procedures)

The lines represent the average weights and correspond to the line EU-EU in Figure 4.

2000.

1 9O0.

1 800.

1 700.

1 600.

1 S00

1 400.

1 300 .

1 200.

1 100-

1 000.

900.

800

700,

600.

500

600 g 450 g 300g 180 g

Minimum cage floor area

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Number of guinea pigs

Minimum height of guinea pig cage : 18 cm

10 11 12 13 14 15
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FIGURE 12

Guide to the relationship between number of rabbits per cage
and cage floor area (in stock and during procedures)

The lines represent the average weights and correspond to the Une EU-EU in Figure 5.

0.7.

0,6.

0,5.

S
.£ 0,4.

c 0,3

»
U

0,2.

0.1

2 000 g 1 000 g 750 g 500 g

2S0g

Minimum cage floor area > 750 g

Minimum cage floor area < 750 g

1 2 3 4
Number of rabbits

Minimum height of rabbit cage : see Table 3
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APPENDIX B

Statistical tables

and

Explanatory notes for their completion
in fulfilment of the requirements in Articles 27 and 28

of the Convention

Introduction

Under Articles 27 and 28 of the Convention, each Party shall collect statistical information relating
to certain aspects of procedures coming under the Convention and communicate this information to the
Secretary General of the Council of Europe who shall publish the information received.

The method used to collect the information is for each Party to decide and, of course, any additional
statistical information may be collected to satisfy national requirements. However, in order to facilitate the
work of the Secretary General, the information supplied to him must be comparable and in accordance with
the attached tables. Data shall be collected per calendar year.

General

The animals to be counted are those which will be put to a use which may cause them pain,
suffering, distress or lasting harm (see Article 1.2.c of the Convention). The counting shall take place when
the animals are put to use in a procedure. Each animal shall be counted once only in the same table.
Animals not subject to procedures as defined in Article 1.2.c shall not be counted for the purpose of
collecting statistical information in the context of this Convention.

The very nature of biological research makes it inevitable that occasions will arise when it is difficult
to decide in which column of a table an animal being used in a procedure should be recorded. There is no
right or wrong method of solving the problem, which is one of individual choice. Subject to such directives
as the competent authorities may give, it is for the scientist to decide where to record his animal.

It is, however, essential to ensure that no animal is counted twice in the same table.

Table 1

The number and kinds of animals used in procedures

In this table the total number of animals used in procedures shall be given, this total being broken
down by types or classes of animal.

Table 2

The number of animals used in procedures for selected purposes

This table is intended to show the number of animals used in the broad areas of : fundamental
research, development of new products, safety evaluation, diagnosis of disease, and education and training.
In column 1, "medical" includes veterinary medicine.
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Table 3

The number of animals used in procedures for selected purposes
for the protection of man, animals and the environment

by toxicological or other safety evaluations

This table is intended to give a more detailed breakdown of procedures carried out for the general
protection of man, animals and the environment excluding medical purposes. Column 6 includes harmful
radiation.

Table 4

The number of animals used in procedures concerned with diseases and disorders

This table is intended to illustrate the number of animals used for medical purposes, including
veterinary medicine, with special reference to three areas of human disease which are of particular public
concern.

Table 5

The number of animals used in procedures required by law

An entry in the column'"Party only" shall be made when the procedure is required by the law of the
Party in which the procedure takes place, including international obligations into which that Party has
entered (for example as a Party to the Convention on the Elaboration of a European Pharmacopoeia or as a
member State of the European Communities).

An entry in the column "Other Parties only" shall be made where the aim of the procedure is
specifically to meet requirements, including trade requirements, in countries other than the Party, including
also requirements of conventions to which the latter is not a party.

"Both" shall be used where the procedure is intended to meet requirements of both groups ; in this
case no entry shall be made in either of the other two columns.
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TABLE 1

The number and kinds of animals used in procedures

during (year) in (Party)

TABLE 2

The number of animals used in procedures for selected purposes
during (year) in (Party)

Selected species

Rodents and
rabbits

Dogs and
cats

Primates
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TABLE 3

The number of animals used in procedures for selected purposes
for the protection of man. animals and the environment

by toxicological or other safety evaluations
during (year) in (Party)

I Further classification of Item 4 of Table 2

Selected species

Rodents
and rabbits

Dogs
and cats

Primates

TABLE 4

The number of animals used in procedures concerned with diseases and disorders
during (year) in (Party)

All
species

1

Selected species

Rodents
and rabbits

Dogs
and cats

Primates

Note : When a procedure covers cancer under any item from 2 to 4, the cancer classification should take
precedence.
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TABLE S

The number of animals used in procedures required by law
during (year) in (Party)

All species

Party only Other Parties only Both

Selected species

Rodents and rabbits

Dogs and cats

Primates
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, being duly authorised thereto,
have signed this Convention.

DONE at Strasbourg, this 18th day of
March 1986, in English and French, both
texts being equally authentic, in a single
copy which shall be deposited in the
archives of the Council of Europe. The
Secretary General of the Council of
Europe shall transmit certified copies
to each member State of the Council of
Europe to the European Communities
and to any State invited to accede to this
Convention.

EN FOI DE QUOI, les soussignés, dû-
ment autorisés à cet effet, ont signé la
présente Convention.

FAIT à Strasbourg, le 18 mars 1986, en
français et en anglais, les deux textes
faisant également foi, en un seul exem-
plaire qui sera déposé dans les archives
du Conseil de l'Europe. Le Secrétaire
Général du Conseil de l'Europe en com-
muniquera copie certifiée conforme à
chacun des Etats membres du Conseil
de l'Europe et aux Communautés euro-
péennes, ainsi qu'à tout Etat invité à
adhérer à la présente Convention.

For the Government
of the Republic of Austria:

Pour le Gouvernement
de la République d'Autriche

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Belgium: du Royaume de Belgique :

JAN R. VANDEN BLOOCK

For the Government
of the Republic of Cyprus :

Pour le Gouvernement
de la République de Chypre

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Denmark: du Royaume de Danemark :

E R L I N G V. QUAADE

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the French Republic : de la République française

Strasbourg, le 2 septembre 1987
JACQUES HUYGUES DES ETAGES1

1 Seep. 91 of this volume for the texts of reservations and declarations made upon signature — Voir p. 91 du présent
volume pour les textes des réserves et déclarations faites lors de la signature.
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Federal Republic of Germany : de la République fédérale d'Allemagne :

Strasbourg, le 21 juin 1988
GUNTER KNACKSTEDT1

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Hellenic Republic : de la République hellénique :

NlCOLAOS DlAMANTOPOULOS

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Icelandic Republic : de la République islandaise

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of Ireland: d'Irlande :

Strasbourg, 6 December 1990
LIAM RIGNEY

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Italian Republic: de la République italienne :

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Principality of Liechtenstein: de la Principauté de Liechtenstein

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg : du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of Malta: de Malte :

1 Seep. 91 of this volume for the texts of reservations and declarations made upon signature — Voir p. 91 du présent
volume pour les textes des réserves et déclarations faites lors de la signature.
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands: du Royaume des Pays-Bas :

Strasbourg, 4 August 1986
VINCENT BRUYNS

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Norway : du Royaume de Norvège :

BJ0RN H. ERIKSEN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Portuguese Republic : de la République portugaise

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Spain: du Royaume de l'Espagne

Strasbourg, 11 août 1988
JOSÉ MANUEL LACLETA

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Sweden: du Royaume de Suède :

BERTIL ARVIDSON

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Swiss Confederation: de la Confédération suisse

Strasbourg, le 29 mai 1989
YVES MORET

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Turkish Republic : de la République turque :

Strasbourg, 5 September 1986
FILIZ DINÇMEN
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain du Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne

and Northern Ireland: et d'Irlande du Nord :
CHRISTOPHER LUSH

For the European Communities : Pour les Communautés Européennes :
Strasbourg, le 10 février 1987

JAN ROBERT VANDEN BLOOCK

STANLEY JOHNSON

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Republic of San Marino: de la République de Saint-Marin

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Republic of Finland: de la République de Finlande :

Strasbourg, le 14 juin 1990
PlETA VlTZTHUM

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Republic of Hungary : de la République de Hongrie

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Czech and Slovak de la République federative

Federal Republic: tchèque et slovaque :

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Republic of Poland: de la République de Pologne

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Republic of Bulgaria: de la République de Bulgarie
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RESERVATIONS AND DECLARA-
TIONS MADE UPON SIGNA-
TURE

RESERVES ET DECLARATIONS
FAITES LORS DE LA SIGNATURE

FRANCE

[TRANSLATION1 — TRADUCTION2]

Reservations
Article 27 and 28
France declares that it does not con-

sider itself bound by the present formu-
lation of these two articles.

However, it reserves the possibility to
use, in such a way as seems to it the most
convenient, statistical information for
the purpose of guiding national policy in
the field of animal experimentation.

Article 29, paragraph 2
France undertakes to render assist-

ance, in particular by furnishing infor-
mation on its legislation and administra-
tive practice relating to the requirements
for procedures to be carried out in sup-
port of submissions for registration of
products.

FRANCE

Réserves
Article 27 et 28
La France déclare qu'elle ne se con-

sidère pas liée par la formulation actuelle
des deux articles.

Elle se réserve toutefois la possibilité
de réaliser, selon les modalités qui lui
paraîtront les plus opportunes, des
statistiques dans un objectif d'orienta-
tion de la politique nationale en matière
d'expérimentation animale.

Article 29, paragraphe 2
La France s'engage à accorder son

assistance, notamment en fournissant
des informations sur son droit et sa pra-
tique administrative concernant les exi-
gences des procédures requises pour
appuyer les demandes d'enregistrement
des produits.

Interpretative Declaration
Article 7
The French Government declares

that, in Article 7, the words "where re-
quired" relate exclusively to the respon-
sible authority defined in Article 1 (2) (e).

Déclaration interprétative
Article 7
Le Gouvernement français déclare

qu'à l'article 7, le membre de phrase « si
cela est requis » se rapporte exclusive-
ment à l'autorité responsable, définie à
l'article 1-2 e.

Declaration
These [above-mentioned] reserva-

tions will be valid, as from 24 November
1988, only in respect of States which are
not members of the E.E.C. to the extent
to which, in the framework of the Com-
munities, the provisions of Directive
No. 86/609/EEC of 24 November 1986

Déclaration
Ces réserves [sus-mentionnées] ne

vaudront, à compter du 24 novembre
1988, qu'à l'égard des Etats non mem-
bres de la CEE, dans la mesure où, dans
le cadre des Communautés s'applique-
ront en priorité les dispositions de la di-
rective n° 86/609/CEE du 24 novembre

1 Translation provided by the Council of Europe.
2 Traduction fournie par le Conseil de l'Europe.
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on the approximation of the laws, reg- 1986 concernant le rapprochement des
ulations and administrative provisions dispositions législatives, réglementaires
of the member States regarding the pro- et administratives des Etats membres
tection of animals used for experimental concernant la protection des animaux
and other scientific purposes will take utilisés à des fins expérimentales et
priority. autres buts scientifiques.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF GERMANY

REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE
D'ALLEMAGNE

[ G E R M A N T E X T — T E X T E A L L E M A N D ]

"Die B u n d e s r e g i e r u n g ist der A n s i c h t , d aS

- durch die U n t e r z e i c h n u n g und die Rat i f i k a t i o n , A n n a h m e oder
G e n e h m i g u n g des U b e r e i n k o m m e n s durch die M i t g l i e d s t a a t e n des
Eu r o p a r a t s und durch die EWG nur ein M i n d e s t s t a n d a r d g e s c h a f -
f e n w i rd ,

- d i e B u n d e s r e p u b l i k D e u t s c h l a n d in i h r e r n a t i o n a l e n G e s e t z g e b u n g
a u s R i i c k s i c h t a u f d a s A n l i e g e n d e r T i e r s c h ù t z e r e r h e b l i c h w e i -
t e r g e g a n g e n i s t ,

- d i e B u n d e s r e p u b l i k D e u t s c h l a n d m i t i h r e r U n t e r s c h r i f t a u c h i n t e r -

n a t i o n a l i h r e V e r b u n d e n h e i t m i t d e m T i e r s c h u t z g e d a n k e n d o k u m e n -
t i e r e n w i l l ,

- d i e B u n d e s r e p u b l i k D e u t s c h l a n d e i n p o l i t i s c h e s S i g n a l f u r j e n e

M i t g 1 i e d s t a a t e n , d i e m i t d e r U n t e r z e i c h n u n g n o c h z ô g e r n , s e t z e n

w i l l . "

Declaration
The Federal Government is of the

opinion that:
The signing and ratification, accep-

tance or approval of the Convention by
the member States of the Council of
Europe and the EEC establishes only a
minimum standard,

The Federal Republic of Germany, out
of consideration for the concerns of ani-
mal protectionists, has gone much fur-
ther in its national legislation,

With its signature the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany also wishes to demon-
strate internationally its commitment to
the cause of animal protection,

The Federal Republic of Germany
wishes to give a political signal to those
member States who are still hesitating to
become signatories to the Convention.

Déclaration
Le Gouvernement fédéral estime que :

La signature et la ratification, l'accep-
tation ou l'approbation de la Conven-
tion par les Etats membres du Conseil de
l'Europe et par la CEE ne permettent de
créer que des normes minimum,

La République fédérale d'Allemagne,
par égard aux préoccupations des per-
sonnes et sociétés s'engageant pour la
protection des animaux, est allée bien
plus loin dans sa législation nationale,

Par sa signature, la République fédé-
rale d'Allemagne entend manifester éga-
lement au niveau international son atta-
chement à la cause de la protection des
animaux,

La République fédérale d'Allemagne
veut donner un signal politique à l'in-
tention des Etats membres qui hésitent
encore à signer.
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RESERVATION MADE
UPON RATIFICATION

FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF GERMANY

RESERVE FAITES LORS DE LA
RATIFICATION

RÉPUBLIQUE FÉDÉRALE
D'ALLEMAGNE

[GERMAN TEXT — TEXTE ALLEMAND]

Die Bundesrepublik Deutschland erklârt, gestiitzt auf Artikel 34 Absatz 1 des Europâischen
Ûbereinkommens zum Schutz der fiir Versuche und andere wissenschaftliche Zwecke
verwendeten Wirbeltiere, dafi sich die Vertragsbeziehungen zwischen ihr und den ubrigen
Vertragsparteien dieses Ûbereinkommens nient auf Artikel 27 Absatz 2 Buchstabe b
(statistische Angaben zu der Anzahl der Tiere, die in Verfahren verwendet worden sind, die
unmittelbar medizinischen Zwecken und der Bildung und Ausbildung dienen) in Verbindung
mit Artikel 28 Absatz 1 (Ûbermittlung der statistischen Angaben) und Artikel 28 Absatz 2
(Verôffentlichen der statistischen Angaben) dieses Ûbereinkommens erstrecken werden.

Reservation
Having regard to Article 34 (1) of the

European Convention for the Protection
of Vertebrate Animals used for Experi-
mental and other Scientific Purposes, the
Federal Republic of Germany declares
that contractual relations between itself
and the other Parties to this Convention
will not extend to Article 27 (2) (b) (sta-
tistical information on the numbers of
animals used in procedures directly con-
cerned with medicine and in education
and training) in conjunction with Arti-
cle 28 (1) (communication of statistical
information) and Article 28 (2) (publi-
cation of statistical information) of this
Convention.

Réserve
En application du paragraphe l de l'ar-

ticle 34 de la Convention européenne
sur la protection des animaux vertébrés
utilisé à des fins expérimentales ou à
d'autres fins scientifiques, la République
fédérale d'Allemagne déclare que les
relations contractuelles entre elle et les
autres Parties à ladite Convention ne
s'étendront pas à l'alinéa b du paragra-
phe 2 de l'article 27 (données statistiques
en ce qui concerne le nombre d'animaux
utilisés dans des procédures ayant des
buts médicaux directs et pour l'enseigne-
ment et la formation) en liaison avec le
paragraphe 1 de l'article 28 (communica-
tion des données statistiques) et le para-
graphe 2 de l'article 28 (publication des
informations statistiques) de ladite Con-
vention.
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