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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT' BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND SAUDI
ARABIA CONCERNING JURISDICTION OVER VESSELS UTI-
LIZING THE LOUISIANA OFFSHORE OIL PORT

I

The American Embassy to the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs

No. 134

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its com-
pliments to the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and has the honor to refer to the discussions which
have taken place between representatives of our two governments
in connection with the establishment of deepwater ports off the
coast of the United States and the jurisdictional requirements of
the United States Deepwater Port Act of 1974, and to confirm
that the two governments are in agreement that vessels registered
in or flying the flag of Saudi Arabia and the personnel on board
such vessels utilizing the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (Loop, Inc.), a
deepwater port facility established under the Deepwater Port Act
of 1974 for the purposes stated therein shall, whenever they may
be present within the safety zone of such deepwater port, be subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States and Saudi Arabia, on the
same basis as when in coastal ports of the United States.

It is the understanding of the Government of the United States
and of the Government of Saudi Arabia that this agreement shall
not apply to vessels registered in or flying the flag of Saudi Arabia
merely passing through the safety zone of the Louisiana Offshore Oil
Port without calling at or otherwise utilizing the port.

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the Embassy has the honor to propose that this
note, together with the Ministry's reply thereto, shall constitute an
agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the Government of the United States, to enter into
force upon the receipt of the Ministry's reply to that effect, and to
remain in force until terminated by six months' written notice by
either party to the other.

The Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Royal Ministry the assurances of its highest consideration.

Embassy of the United States of America

Jidda, March 1, 1981

1 Came into force on 20 October 1982, the date of receipt of the note in reply, in accordance with the provisions of

the said notes.
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II

[ARABIC TEXT - TEXTE ARABE]

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the American Embassy

t., i--- .J tl~ / -. *L .ot U Ir , t..,. , L ,. I ,)~ t,Js J.0 ..

~,. &...JI JI jJm~ &.J~zV *~~: t..,,

.4,.j - J .,_ , , J 3L r :,,,.... ,.=,-,,, I "o- -- "" " o -

Li ~ J_ a.iJ j n ,. A! J o. *,. .- J ,Ij, t..JI 1 L..

IT
______/ .*-*

_______ ______ ~LL~Lj

Vol. 1871, 1-31953



1995 United Nations - Treaty Series * Nations Unies - Recueil des Traitis 169

[TRANSLATION - TRADUCTION]'

Date: 3/1/1403 H
[October 20, 1982]

Reference No. 97/20/32/4

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia presents its compliments to the Embassy of the

United States of America in Jidda, and refers to the

Embassy's note No. 134 of March 1, 1981 which reads as

follows:

[See note I]

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia wishes

to inform the esteemed Embassy that the competent Saudi

authorities accept the terms of the note transcribed above.

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to

express to the Embassy the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Translation supplied by the Government of the United States of America - Traduction fournie par le Gouveme-
ment des Etats-Unis d'Amdrique.
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[TRADUCTION - TRANSLATION]

ItCHANGE DE NOTES CONSTITUANT UN ACCORD1 ENTRE LES
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE ET L'ARABIE SAOUDITE RELA-
TIF A LA COMPETENCE JURIDIQUE SUR LES NAVIRES QUI
UTILISENT LE PORT PETROLIER AU LARGE DE LA LOUI-
SIANE

L'Ambassade des Etats-Unis au Ministmre saoudien des affaires gtrangres

No 134

L'Ambassade des Etats-Unis d'Amdrique pr6sente ses compliments au Minis-
tire des affaires 6trang~res du Royaume d'Arabie saoudite et a l'honneur de se
r6f~rer aux entretiens qui se sont d6roul6s entre des repr6sentants des deux gou-
vernements au sujet de la construction de ports en eau profonde au large de la c6te
des Etats-Unis et aux prescriptions en mati~re de compdtence juridique de la Loi
(1974) des Etats-Unis sur les ports en eau profonde, ainsi que de confirmer que les
deux gouvernements sont convenus que les navires immatricul6s en Arabie saoudite
ou battant pavilion saoudien et le personnel A bord de ces navires qui utilisent le port
p6trolier au large de la Louisiane (Loop, Inc.), port en eau profonde construit en
vertu de la Loi de 1974 sur les ports en eau profonde aux fins d~crites dans ladite loi,
relivent, lorsqu'ils se trouvent dans la zone de s6curit6 de ce port, de la comp6tence
juridique des Etats-Unis et de l'Arabie saoudite dans les m~mes conditions que s'ils
se trouvaient dans des ports c6tiers des Etats-Unis.

I1 est entendu, entre le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis et celui de l'Arabie
saoudite, que l'accord en question ne s'appliquera pas aux navires sous pavilion
saoudien ou immatricul6s en Arabie saoudite qui se contenteront de traverser la
zone de s~curit6 du port p~trolier au large de la Louisiane sans y faire escale ni
autrement en utiliser les installations.

L'Ambassade a l'honneur de proposer que, si ce qui pr6c~de rencontre l'agr&
ment du Gouvernement du Royaume d'Arabie saoudite, la pr~sente note et la r6ponse
du Minist~re dans le m~me sens constituent un accord entre le Gouvernement du
Royaume d'Arabie saoudite et le Gouvemement des Etats-Unis, qui entrera en
vigueur A la date de r6ception de la r6ponse du Ministzre en ce sens et qui restera en
vigueur tant qu'il n'aura pas 6t6 d6nonc6 par l'une des parties moyennant pr6avis
6crit de six mois adress6 A l'autre.

L'Ambassade saisit cette occasion, etc.

Ambassade des Etats-Unis d'Am6rique
Djedda, le 1er mars 1981

I Entr6 en vigueur le 20 octobre 1982, date de reption de la note de r~ponse, conform~ment aux dispositions

desdites notes.
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II

Le Ministre saoudien des affaires trangres
Sl'Ambassade des Etats-Unis

Date: le 1/03/1403 H
[20 octobre 1982]

RAfdrence no 97/20/32/4

Le Ministire des affaires 6trang~res du Royaume d'Arabie saoudite pr6sente
ses compliments A l'Ambassade des Etats-Unis d'Am6rique A Djedda eta l'honneur
de se r6fdrer A la note n0 134 de l'Ambassade en date du ier mars 1981, dont la teneur
suit:

[Voir note I]

Le Minist~re des affaires 6trang~res d'Arabie saoudite tient A informer l'hono-
rable Ambassade que les autorit6s saoudiennes comp&entes acceptent la teneur de
la note pr6cit6e.

Le Minist~re saisit cette occasion, etc.
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