
Volume 2643, I-47112 

 139 

No. 47112 
____ 

 
Spain 

 

and 
 

France 

Agreement concluded between the Kingdom of Spain and the French Republic con-
cerning the creation of a Hispano-French intergovernmental commission for the 
supervision of the construction and exploitation  of the international section of 
the "South Europe Atlantic" high-speed rail link. Madrid, 23 January 2008 and 
Paris, 8 February 2008 

Entry into force:  provisionally on 8 February 2008 by signature and definitively on 1 
February 2010 by notification, in accordance with article 10  

Authentic texts:  French and Spanish 
Registration with the Secretariat of the United Nations:  Spain, 8 February 2010 
 
 
 

Espagne 
 

et 
 

France 

Accord conclu entre le Royaume d'Espagne et la République française relatif à la 
création d'une commission intergouvernementale hispano-française pour la su-
pervision de la construction et de l'exploitation de la section internationale de la 
liaison ferroviaire à grande vitesse "Sud Europe Atlantique". Madrid, 23 jan-
vier 2008 et Paris, 8 février 2008 

Entrée en vigueur :  provisoirement le 8 février 2008 par signature et définitivement le 
1er février 2010 par notification, conformément à l'article 10  

Textes authentiques :  français et espagnol 
Enregistrement auprès du Secrétariat des Nations Unies :  Espagne, 8 février 2010 
 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 140 

[ FRENCH TEXT – TEXTE FRANÇAIS ] 

 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 141 

 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 142 

 
 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 143 

[ SPANISH TEXT – TEXTE ESPAGNOL ] 

 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 144 

 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 145 

 
 



Volume 2643, I-47112 

 146 

[TRANSLATION – TRADUCTION] 

AGREEMENT CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN AND 
THE FRENCH REPUBLIC CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A HIS-
PANO-FRENCH INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
SUPERVISION OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND EXPLOITATION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SECTION OF THE “SOUTH EUROPE ATLAN-
TIC” HIGH-SPEED RAIL LINK 

Having regard to the increase in trans-Pyrenean land transport, 
Convinced of the need to continue to develop the high-speed railway network be-

tween Spain and France, and in particular the Vitoria-Dax rail link, 
Convinced that a new high-speed rail connection will improve communication be-

tween Spain and France, encouraging relations between the two countries and rebalancing 
the rail and road transport modes, 

Having regard to the decision of 29 April 2004 amending the guidelines for the de-
velopment of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) including the Atlantic 
branch of the Priority Project No. 3 rail link: “High-speed rail axis of south-west Europe”, 

Considering the resolutions approved on the occasion of the declaration of intent 
signed at Girona on 16 November 2006, 

The Kingdom of Spain and the French Republic, hereinafter referred to as the “Par-
ties”, have agreed as follows: 

Article 1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Agreement is to create an Intergovernmental Commission to su-
pervise the conditions of the construction and exploitation of the international section of 
the “South Europe Atlantic” high-speed railway link. 

The link for which definition studies are being carried out consists of a new European 
standard gauge high-speed double-track line, designed for a mix of passenger and freight 
traffic. 

Article 2. Functions 

The Intergovernmental Commission shall have the following functions: 
– To inform the two Governments and issue any timely proposals concerning stud-

ies, projects, financing, construction and future exploitation of the international 
section; 

– To supervise, on behalf of the two Governments and as appointed representa-
tives thereof, the work carried out by the European Economic Interest Grouping 
(EEIG) South Europe Atlantic – Vitoria-Dax Connection or, in abbreviated 
form, “EEIG SEA Vitoria-Dax”, created on 7 March 2005 between the Adminis-
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trador de Infraestructuras Ferroviarias (ADIF) and the Réseau Ferré de France 
(RFF) public institutions; 

– To coordinate, over the medium and long term, Spanish and French railway in-
frastructure projects on the international section with those corresponding to the 
remaining sections between Vitoria and Dax. 

Article 3. Relations with local authorities and European Union bodies 

In the performance of its functions, the Intergovernmental Commission shall be au-
thorized to make the necessary contacts with European Union bodies. 

The representatives of each Party, for their part, shall make the necessary contacts 
with the local authorities concerned. 

Article 4. Collaboration with administrative services, experts and bodies 

In order to perform its functions, the Intergovernmental Commission may seek the 
collaboration of the administrative services of each Party. 

Where necessary, it may invoke the assistance of any body or expert of its choice, in 
particular with regard to railway transport. 

Article 5. Composition 

The Intergovernmental Commission shall be composed on an equal basis of two 
delegations appointed respectively by the Governments of the Kingdom of Spain and the 
French Republic.  

Each delegation shall have seven members. 
The Spanish delegation shall be composed of two representatives of the Ministry of 

Development, one of them being the head of the delegation, one representative of the 
Ministry of the Environment, one representative of the Ministry of the Economy, one rep-
resentative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, one representative of the 
Ministry of the Interior and one representative of the Ministry of Public Administration. 

The French delegation shall be composed of three representatives of the Ministry of 
Ecology, Sustainable Development and Town and Country Planning, one of them being 
the head of the delegation, one representative of the Ministry of the Economy, Finance 
and Employment, one representative of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, one 
representative of the Ministry of the Interior, Overseas Territories and Local and Regional 
Authorities and one representative of the Ministry of the Budget, Public Accounts and 
Civil Service. 

The decisions and recommendations of the Intergovernmental Commission shall be 
made jointly by the heads of each delegation. 
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Article 6. Presiding officer 

The head of each delegation shall alternately preside over the Intergovernmental 
Commission for a term of one year. 

Article 7. Rules of procedure 

The Intergovernmental Commission shall establish its rules of procedure and submit 
them to the two Governments for approval. The rules of procedure may envisage the crea-
tion of working groups. 

Article 8. Settlement of disputes 

If any dispute arises between the Parties relating to the interpretation or application 
of this Agreement, the Parties shall first endeavour to settle it through direct negotiations 
or through the diplomatic channel. 

Article 9. Expenses 

The operating expenses of the Intergovernmental Commission shall be shared equally 
between the two Parties within the limits of their available budgets. 

Article 10. Duration 

This Agreement shall apply provisionally from the date of its signature. Each Party 
shall notify the other of the completion of the constitutional procedures required for the 
entry into force of this Agreement, which shall take effect on the first day of the second 
month following the date of the last notification. 

This Agreement shall remain in force unless either of the Parties denounces it by giv-
ing one year’s notice to that effect through the diplomatic channel. 

DONE in two originals in the Spanish and French languages, both texts being equally 
authentic. 

At Madrid on 23 January 2008 and at Paris on 8 February 2008. 

For the Kingdom of Spain: 
MAGDALENA ÁLVAREZ ARZA 

Minister for Development 

For the French Republic: 
JEAN-LOUIS BORLOO 

Minister of State, Minister for Ecology, Sustainable Development and Town and Country 
Planning 


