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[TRANSLATION – TRADUCTION]

I
TR/130611/I-48679

6 June 2011

Excellency, 
1. I have the honour to draw your attention to the letter dated 11 December 2009 

from the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the President of the Security Council 
in which the Secretary-General informed the members of the Security Council of his 
intention to create the United Nations Regional Office for Central Africa ("the Office") 
and to establish it at Libreville (Gabon). May I also draw your attention to the reply of the 
President of the Security Council dated 30 August 2010 in which he informed the 
Secretary-General that the members of the Council had taken note of the information 
contained in the letter and welcomed the intention expressed therein. 

2. May I also recall the two technical missions I sent to Gabon on 2-6 February and 
24-31 October 2010 to discuss with the Gabonese authorities the modalities of 
establishment of the Office in order to facilitate the commencement of its operations 
in January 2011. 

3. To enable the Office to fulfil its mandate, I propose that your Government 
accord to it, as a representative body of the United Nations, and to its property, funds and 
assets, and to its members mentioned in subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) of paragraph X 
below, the privileges and immunities accorded under the Convention on the Privileges 
and Immunities of the United Nations, to which Gabon is a party ("the Convention").

4. In particular, I propose that your Government extend:
(a) To the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Chief of Office, and 

the senior members of the Office whose names will be communicated to your 
Government by him/her, the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities 
accorded to diplomatic envoys under international law; 

(b) To the United Nations officials assigned to the Office, the privileges and 
immunities to which they are entitled under Articles V and VII of the Convention. In 
accordance with section 17 of Article V of the Convention and General Assembly 
resolution 76(1) dated 7 December 1946, locally recruited members of the Office (with 
the exception of hourly-paid members) shall be immune in respect of acts performed by 
them in their official capacities, exempt from taxation and exempt from all national 
service obligations, as provided in section 18, subsections (a), (b) and (c), of Article V of 
the Convention; 
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(c) To other persons (other than United Nations officials) assigned to the Office, the 
privileges and immunities accorded to experts performing missions for the United 
Nations under Article VI and Article VII, section 26, of the Convention;

(d) To contractors* engaged non-locally, repatriation facilities in times of crisis and 
exemption from taxation on services, assets, supplies, fuel, equipment, materials, spare 
parts and means of transportation supplied by them to the Office, including corporate 
taxes, social security taxes and other similar taxes deriving directly from the provision of 
such services or assets. 

The members of the Office referred to in subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) above shall 
all be immune from legal process in respect of all acts (including words spoken or 
written) performed by them in their official capacity. 

5. The privileges and immunities necessary to enable the Office to perform its 
functions also include the following: 

 (a) Unrestricted freedom of entry into and exit from the country without delay or 
hindrance for the members of the Office, contractors and their property, supplies, 
equipment, materials, spare parts and means of transportation. Members of the Office 
shall be exempted from passport and visa formalities and payment of all taxes and fees on 
entry into or exit from Gabonese territory. Likewise, they shall be exempt from 
provisions governing the residence of aliens in Gabon, particularly with regard to 
registration. When entering and leaving Gabonese territory, members of the Office shall 
be required to produce only the United Nations laissez-passer or, where appropriate, the 
certificate referred to in Article VII (section 26) of the Convention. The United Nations 
shall notify your Government by Note Verbale, at least three days in advance, of the 
arrival of the members of the Office in Gabon on the occasion of their initial assignment 
to the country, save in cases of emergency. Your Government shall ensure the prompt 
issue, free of charge and without restriction, of all necessary visas, permits and 
authorizations to contractors and exempt them from payment of all taxes and fees on 
entry into or exit from Gabonese territory; 

(b) Unrestricted freedom of movement without delay throughout Gabonese territory 
for the Office, its members and contractors and for their property, supplies, equipment, 
materials, spare parts and means of transportation and communication, , including the 
transport and communication facilities of contractors used solely for the provision of 
services to the Office. The Office and its members and contractors and the vehicles, 
vessels and aircraft, including the vehicles, vessels and aircraft of contractors used solely 
for the provision of services to the Office, shall use the transport infrastructure, that is to 
say, the roads, bridges, port installations, aerodromes and airspace without payment of 
charges, fees, tolls or taxes, including landing, parking, overflying and berthing fees. 
However, they shall not be exempt from taxes which are in fact charges for public utility 
services, on the understanding that such taxes for services rendered shall be calculated on 
the basis of the volume of supplies delivered or services rendered and at the most 
favourable rates; 

________
* Contractors are defined as persons other than members of the Office, including physical and legal 

persons and their employees and subcontractors, engaged by the Unit-ed Nations to provide services or furnish 
supplies, fuel, equipment, materials and other assets in support of Office activities.
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 (c) The right of the Office and contractors to import and clear ex customs, free of 
duty and without restriction, the supplies, equipment, materials, spare parts, means of 
transportation and all other goods destined for the exclusive and official use of the Office; 

 (d) The right of the Office to re-export or otherwise dispose of all usable material, 
equipment, spare parts and means of transportation, and all unconsumed supplies and 
other items, so imported or cleared ex customs, which have not been transferred or 
otherwise ceded to your Government, or a body designated by it, on terms and conditions 
to be agreed upon; 

 (e) The prompt issue by your Government of all permits, authorizations and 
licences necessary for the export, import or acquisition of supplies, fuel, equipment, 
materials, spare parts, means of transportation and other goods for the exclusive use of 
the Office, even where imported or purchased by contractors, without restriction of any 
kind and free of all fees, costs, charges, imposts and taxes or licences, including value 
added tax; 

 (f) The acceptance by your Government, without payment of any tax or fee, of the 
validity of a permit or licence issued by the United Nations to a member of the Office 
(locally recruited staff included) for the use of the means of transportation of the Office 
or the exercise of a profession or occupation of any kind related to the operations of the 
Office, on the understanding that no permit to operate a vehicle shall be issued to any 
person not already in possession of a valid permit of the type required;

 (g) The recognition by your Government, without payment of any tax or fee in 
respect thereof, of the validity of any permit or authorization issued by the United 
Nations to United Nations close protection specialists assigned to the Office and entitling 
the holder to hold, carry and use firearms or ammunition in connection with the 
operations of the Office; 

 (h) The acceptance or, where appropriate, the validation by your Government, 
without charge or restriction of any kind, of licences and certificates already issued by the 
competent authorities of other Sates in respect of aircraft and vessels used in the service 
of the Office, and the issue by your Government, promptly and without charge or 
restriction of any kind, of the authorizations, licences and certificates required for 
purposes of the acquisition, utilization, operation and maintenance of aircraft and vessels 
used in the service of the Office; 

 (i) The right to fly the United Nations flag and affix identifying signs of the United 
Nations on Office premises. The service vehicles, vessels and aircraft of the Office shall 
bear a distinctive United Nations identification, notification of which will be given to 
your Government; 

 (j) The right of the Office to install and operate radio sending or receiving stations 
and satellite communication systems to connect appropriate points within Gabonese 
territory with each other, the United Nations headquarters and the different offices of the 
Organization in other countries, and to exchange data by telephone, voice 
communication, fax and other electronic devices with the United Nations global 
telecommunications network. The frequencies used for the operation of radio stations and 
satellite communications systems shall be decided upon in cooperation with your 
Government and allocated expeditiously and without charge; 
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 (k) The unrestricted right of the Office to communicate by radio (transmission by 
satellite, mobile radiotelephone and portable stations included), telephone, electronic 
mail, fax or any other means and to set up the installations necessary to ensure the 
communication links mentioned within and between its premises, including the laying of 
cables and land lines and the installation of fixed and mobile transmitters, receivers, 
repeaters and base and relay stations. The frequencies used shall be decided upon in 
cooperation with your Government and shall be allocated expeditiously and without 
charge; 

 (l) The right of the Office to make its own arrangements for the sorting and 
transport of private mail addressed to or emanating from its members. Your Government, 
which must be informed of these arrangements, shall not impede or censor the mail of the 
Office or its members. 

6. Your Government, after mutual agreement, shall provide the United Nations 
without charge with all the premises necessary for the functioning of the Office and the 
conduct of its operational and administrative activities, including the residence of the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for such time as 
the Office is situated at Libreville. Without prejudice to the fact that they remain 
Gabonese territory, all those premises shall be inviolable and subject to the authority and 
exclusive control of the United Nations. Your Government shall guarantee free access to 
those premises. 

7. Your Government undertakes to assist the Office as far as in its power to obtain, 
or if appropriate itself to provide, water, electricity and other necessary facilities, without 
charge or, if this impossible, at the most favourable rates and, in the event of interruption 
of the service or a threat thereof, to take steps to ensure that the needs of the Office are 
met, as far as within its power, with the same levels of priority as those of essential 
government services. Where water, electricity and other utilities are not provided without 
charge, the Office will pay the amounts due in respect thereof on a basis to be determined 
in agreement with the competent authorities. The Office will be responsible for 
maintenance of facilities so provided. 

8. Where appropriate, the Office shall have the right, where necessary, to generate 
the electricity it needs in its own premises and transmit and distribute it. 

9. Your Government undertakes to assist the Office to the extent possible in 
procuring on local markets supplies, fuel, equipment, materials and other goods and 
services needed for its functioning and the conduct of its operations. As regards the 
supplies, fuel, equipment, materials and other items and services purchased locally by the 
Office, or by contractors for the exclusive and official use of the Office, your 
Government shall make the administrative arrangements necessary to exempt it from all 
duties and taxes included in the price. Your Government shall exempt the Office and 
contractors from value added tax in respect of all local purchases made for official 
purposes. On the basis of observations made and information on the subject provided by 
your Government, the Office shall ensure that local purchases do not have any prejudicial 
effect on the local economy. 

10. Your Government shall ensure that the provisions of the Convention on the 
Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel, adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on 9 December 1994, are applied in respect of the Office, its property 
and assets, and its members.
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In particular, 
(a) Your Government shall take all necessary measures to ensure the security of the 

Office and its members. In particular, it shall take all appropriate steps to protect the 
members of the Office and their equipment and premises from any attack or action which 
would prevent them from discharging their mandate, without prejudice to the fact that the 
Office premises are inviolable and are subject to the exclusive authority and control of 
the United Nations; 

(b) Your Government shall establish the following acts as offences in national law 
punishable in proportion to their gravity: 

(i) the murder, kidnapping or other attack on the person or liberty of any member of 
the Office; 
(ii) any violent attack upon the official premises, private accommodation or means 
of transport of any member of the Office likely to endanger his or her person or 
liberty; 
(iii) any threat to commit any such attack with the objective of compelling a physical 
or legal person to perform or refrain from performing any act; 
(iv) any attempt to commit any such attack; 
(v) any act constituting participation as an accomplice in any such attack, or in an 
attempt to commit any such attack, or in organizing or ordering any such attack; 
(c) Your Government shall establish its jurisdiction over the criminal offences set 

out in subparagraph (b) above:
(i) When the offence has been committed in Gabonese territory;
(ii) When the alleged offender is a national of the Gabonese Republic; 
(iii) When the alleged offender (other than a member of the Office) is present in 
Gabonese territory and is not extradited to the State in whose territory the crime was 
committed or the State of which the alleged offender is a national or, in the case of a 
stateless person, to the State in which that person has his or her habitual residence or 
the State of which the victim is a national; 
(d) Your Government undertakes to undertake the prosecution, without exception or 

delay, of persons accused of committing the crimes set out in subparagraph (b) above 
who are present in Gabonese territory (unless extradited by your Government), and 
persons under its criminal jurisdiction accused of other acts affecting the Office or its 
members and which, if committed against the forces of your Government or the local 
civilian population, would have rendered the perpetrators liable to criminal proceedings. 

11. Your Government shall provide the Office, when necessary and requested, with 
maps and other items of information that may help secure the safety of the Office in the 
performance of its tasks and the movements of its personnel.

12. At the request of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, your 
Government shall make available to the Office, without charge, a number of armed 
escorts to provide protection for Office members in the performance of their duties. 

13. The United Nations close protection specialists assigned to the 
Office may possess and carry arms, visible or not, and wear civilian dress in the 
performance of their duties. At the request of the Office, your Government shall give 
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these specialists access without charge to an appropriate firing range for purposes of their 
regular training. 

14. Paragraphs 5-11 of General Assembly resolution 52/247 dated 26 June 1998 
shall be applicable to claims for compensation, arising from activities of the Office or 
attributable to the activities of its members, lodged by third parties against the United 
Nations.

15. Any dispute between the United Nations and your Government concerning the 
application or interpretation of this Agreement, with the exception of those falling within 
the scope of section 30 of the Convention, shall be settled by negotiation or some other 
form of settlement agreed on. Any dispute not settled by negotiation or some other agreed 
form of settlement shall be referred, for final decision and at the request of one or other of 
the Parties, to a court of arbitration composed of three members, one arbitrator to be 
appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and one by your Government, 
and the third, who shall preside over the court, by the other two arbitrators. If one Party 
does not appoint an arbitrator within three months of receiving notification of the other’s 
appointment of an arbitrator, or if the two arbitrators appointed by the Parties do not 
agree on the appointment of a third arbitrator within 90 days of the appointment of the 
second arbitrator, the President of the International Court of Justice may at the request of 
one or other of the Parties to the dispute make the necessary appointments. Except where 
the Parties otherwise agree, the court shall adopt its own procedures, provide for payment 
of its members and take all decisions by a two-thirds majority. The court’s decisions on 
all procedural and substantive issues shall be final and, even in the absence of one of the 
Parties, binding on both. 

16. If the above provisions are agreeable to your Government, I propose that this 
letter and your response to that effect shall constitute, with immediate effect, an 
Agreement between the United Nations and the Gabonese Republic concerning the status 
of the United Nations Regional Office for Central Africa in Gabon. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration. 
B. LYNN PASCOE

Under-Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs

His Excellency
Mr. Noël Messone
Permanent Representative of the Gabonese Republic
 at the United Nations 
New York
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II
No. 00549 MPRG/MB/NY-11
RON/RH

New York, 13 June 2011

Excellency, 
I have the honour to refer to your letter dated 6 June 2011 concerning the status of 

the United Nations Regional Office for Central Africa in Gabon. 
In reply I have the honour to confirm to you the acceptance by the Government of 

the Gabonese Republic of the terms of your proposal. 
Consequently your letter and this reply constitute with immediate effect an 

Agreement between the United Nations and the Gabonese Republic. 
Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Ambassador
Permanent Representative

NOËL NELSON MESSONE
His Excellency
Mr. B. Lynn Pascoe
Under-Secretary-General 
 for Political Affairs
United Nations 
New York
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