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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS]

AGREENMENT
BETWEEN
IRELAND
AND
SAINT VINCENT AND THFE GRENADINES
FOR THE

FXCHANGE OF INFORMATION RELATING TO TAX MATTERS
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The Government of Jreland and the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
desiring 1o facilitate the exchange of information with respect to taxes have agreed as
follows:

Article 1

Object and Scope of the Agreement

The competent authorities of the Contracting Partics shall provide assistance through
wehange of information that is foreseeably relevant to the administration and enforcement of
the domestic laws of the Contracting Parties concerning taxes covered by this Agreement.
Such jnformation shall include information that is foresevably relevant to the determination.
aasessment and callection of such taxes, the recovery und enforcement of tax claims, or the
investigation or prosecution of tax matters. Information shall be exchanged in accordance
with the provisions of this Agreement and shall be treated as confidential in the manner
provided in Anticle & The rights and safeguards sccured to persons by the laws or
nistrtive practice of the requested Party remain applicable 1o the extemt that they do not
By prevent ar delay effective exchunge of information.

Article 2

Jurisdiction

A Reguested Party is not obligated to provide information which is neither held by its
cuthorities nor in the possession or control of persons who are within jts tervitorial
Jurisdiction,

Article 3

Taxes Covered

The taves which are the subject of this Agreement are wll taxes imposed or
Iministered by either Contacting Panty including any identical or substantially similar taxes,
fuding custems duties, imposed after the date of signature of the Agreement.

Article 4
Definitions
l. For the purpeses of this Agreement, unless otherwise defined:
a) the werm “Contracting Party” means Ireland or Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines as the context requires;

b the term “hreland”™ meuns Ireland and includes any arca outside the territorial
waters of Ireland which has been or may hercafter be designated, under the laws of
Ireland concerning the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf, as an
area within which Jreland may exercise such sovercign rights and jurisdiction as are
in conformity with international law;
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k)

)

[S3)

\.1)

i the term URaint Vincent and the Grenadines™ means the country of Saimt
Vincent and the Grenadines

di the term “competent anthority” means

iy i the case of Treland, the Rovenue Comumissioners or their authorised
representitive:

case of Saint Vireent and the Grenadines. the Minister of Finance or

s auwthonsed representative;

t

@) the wrm persen” includes an indi alla company and any other body of

porsensg

1 the torm “company” means any body corporate or any entity that is treated as
a bady corporate Tor @x purposes:

ss of shares
is listed en a recognived stock exchange provided ts listed shares can be readily
res can be purchased or sold by the public™ if the
not implicitly or explicitly restricted 1o a limited group of

the term “publicly raded compuny™ means any company whose principal ol

chased or seld by the public.

cale of shures

GRC 0T

Investors;

s of shares™ meuns the class or clesses of shares representing a
“the votng pewer and value of the company;

nv stock oxchimge agreed upon by the
competent anthorities of the Contraciing Parties:

the term eellective investinent fund or scheme™ means iny pooled investment vehicle,
rrespective of legal form. The term “public collective investment fund or scheme™ means
Hective investment Tund or scheme provided the uniis, shares or other interests in
¢ cun be readily purchased, seld or redeemed by the public. Units,
shares or other nterests in the fund or scheme can be readily purchised, sold or redeemed
“by the public™ i the purclase, sale or redemption is not implicitly or explicitly restricted
1o g limited group of invesiors:

any ¢

the fund or schem

the werm Man” means any tay (o which the Agreement applies:
the term “applicant Party™ mivans the Contracting Party requesting information;

the term reguested Party” me

1 the Contracting Party requested 1o provide information;

the term “information gathering measures” means Jaws end administrative or judicial
procedures that enable a Contracting Party 10 obwin and provide the requested

mformation;

2 micans any fact, statement or record inany form whatever,

e torm “oriminal 1ax matters” means tax matters invelving intentional conduct which is
lable 1o prosecution under the criminal laws of the applicint Party;

e term ™ eriminal Jaws™ means all eriminal laws designated as such under domestic faw
irrespective of whether contained in the tax laws, the criminal code or other statutes,
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R As regards the wpplication of this Agreement at any tme by a Contracting Party, any
term not defined herein shall, unless the context ethierwise reguires, have the meaning that it

at that tme under the law of that Pany, any mcaning under the applicable 1ax laws of that
Party prevatting over a mcaning given 1o the term under other laws of that Party.

Article 5

Exchange of Information Upon Request

1. The comperent suthority of the regueted Party shall provide upon reguest
information for the purpeses referred 1o in Article 1. Such information shall be exchanged
without regard 1o whether the conduct being imvesugated would constitute a crime under the
Laws of the reauested Party it such conduct occurred in the requested Party.

2. [ the mformation in the pessession of the campetent authority of the reguested Party
o enable it to comply with the request for infermation. that Party shall use all
tion gathering micasures 10 provide the applicant Party with the information
thatanding that the requesied Party may not nced such information for its own

s not suificwn

relevant i
requested. nopad

TUX purposes.

Hospecifically requested by the competent aothority of an applicamt Party, the
competent authority of the requested Party shall provide isformation under this Article, 10 the
s, in the form of depositions of witnesses and

extent allowabic under its domestic Tay
awthentivated copios of original records.

4. Fuch Convaciing Party shall ensare that its competent authorities for the purposes
specified in Article B oof the Agreement, have the suthority 10 obmin and provide upon

TCGUIUSE

1 held by banks, other
fiduciary

ial histitutions. and any person acting
pacity including nominvees and trustees:

by ifonmation regarding the ownership of companies, parinerships. trusts,
foundations, “Anstalten” end othier pensens. Inchuiding, within the constraints of

5

Article 20 ownership information on all sach persons in an ownership chain; in the
case of trusts, information on setiors, trustees and beneficiaries: and in the case of
foundations, information on founders. members of the foundation council and
beneficiaries. Further. this Agreemwnt does nol coreate an obligation on the
Contracting Parties w obuain or provide ownenship information with respect to
publicly raded compunies or pubiic collective investment funds or schemes unjess
such informution can be obtained withowt giving rise w disproportionate difficulties.

s The competent authority of the upplicimt Party shall provide the following
nformation w0 the competent suthority of the requested Party when making a request for
mformation under the Agreenent o demonstrate the foreseeable relevance of the information
1o the reqguest:

ai the identity of the person under examination or investigation:
bi a statement of the infonnation sought including its nature and the form in

which the applicant Party wishes to receive the information from the requested Party:

N

¢) ihe X purpose for which the information is sough:
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di srounds for belioving that the informution requested s hield in the requesied
Party or is in 1 1 oor control of a person within the jurisdiction of the
sted Party:

Copossession

) w the exient known, the name and address of any person believed to be in
possession of the requested information;

) 4 statement that the request is in conformity with the law and administrative
ices of the applicant Party. that if the requested information was within the
tion of the applicant Party then the competent authority of the applicant Purty
would be able to obtain the information under the Taws of the applicant Party or in the
3 course of administrative practice and that it is in conformity with shis
ment:

vt

it

¢ that the applicant Party has pursued all means available in its own
to obin the information, oxcept those that would give rise 10
disproportionate difficulties,

<) 4 <tatemen

. The competent authority of the requested Party shall forward the requusted
i nptly s possible 1o the applicant Party. To ensure a prompt response, the
competent anthority of the requested Party shall:

NP

a Confirm receipt of a request in writing to the competent authority of the
apphicant Party and shall notdfy the competent authority of the applicant Party of
deliciencies in the reguest, if uny. within 60 days of the receipt of the request.

by 11 the competent authority of the requested Party has been unable to obtain
and provide the information within 90 days of receipt of the request, including if it
enceuniers ohstacles in furnishing the information or it refuses 1o fumish the
irformation. it shall immediately inform the applicant Party, explaining the reason for
i bility, the nature of the obstacles or the reasens for it refusal.

Article 6

Tax Examinations Abroad

i A Congac may allow representatives of the competent authority of the
ather Contracting P enter the territery of the first-mentioned Party to interview
individuals and examine records with the written consent of the persens concerned. The
authority of the second-mentioned Party shall notify the competent authority of the
wioned Party of the time and place of the meeting with the individuals concerned.

2. Al the request of the competent authority of one Comructing Party, the competent
suthority of the other Contracting Party may allow representit ives of the competent authority
of the Orst-mentioned Party 1o be present at the apy srepriate part of a tax examination in the
second-mentioned Party.

3. 1 the request reforred to in paragraph 2 s acceded to. the competent authority of the
Contracting Pam conducting the examination shall, as soon us possible. notify the competent
ity of the other Party about the tme and place of the examination, the authority or
ted 10 carry out the examination and the procedures and conditions required by
md P.m\ ‘nr thc conduct of Ihc L\ mHnation. /\H dr*%s‘imw wi(h rc&pcct 10 the

¢

¢ i‘*( 1l k\;;j
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Article 7
Possibility of Declining a Request
1 Phe requested Party shall not be required to obtain or provide information that the

applicant Party wenld not be able 1o obtin under its cwn Jaws for purposes of the
sreement of iy own tax laws, The compeient authority of the requested

dudnisiration or en

ariy may decline to assist where the request is not made in conformity with this Agreemient,

i

The provisions of this Agreenwent shall not impose on a Contracting Party the
obligation 1o supply information which would disclose any trade, business, industrial,
cinl or professional secret or uade proce! Notwithstanding the foregoeing,
h 4 shall not be treated as such a

secret of lade process merely because Hmeets the oriteria in that paragraph.

A The provisions of this Agreement shall not impese on 2 Centracting Party the

obligation to obtain or provide intonmation, which would reveal confidential communications
waney, solicitor or other admitted legal representative where such

bemveen a client and an @

munications are:

{a) produced for the purposes of secking or providing Tegal advice; or
ib) produced for the purposes of use o existing or comemplated Jegal

proceedings.

smation i the disclosure of the

4. The requested urty may decline a request for infor
ic policy (ordre public).

micomation waould be contrary 1 pub

i not be refused on the ground that the tax claim giving

b A request for intformation s

rise 10 the reguest 18 disputed.

miay decline a reguest for infornision if the information is
to administer or enforce a provision of the tax law of the
ment connected therewith, which diseriminates against a

¢ The I&'tj“(.*!k’d Par
requested by the applicant Party
appheent Party. or any require
sativnal of the requested Party as compared with aonational of the applicanmt Party in the same

Cirrumstangees,

Article 8

Confidentiality

Any information reeeived by a Contracting Party under this Agreement shall be
taated as confidential and may be disclosed only 10 persens or autherities {including courts
sdministrative bodies) in the jurisdiction of the Contrscring Party concerned with the
sessiment or coliection of. the enforcement or prosecution in respect of, or the determination
Agreement. Such puersons or authorities

of sppeals in relation Lo, the texes covered by this
all vwse such information only for such purposes. Thiey may disclose the information in

public court procecdings or in judicial decisions. The information may not be disclosed to
iy other person or entity or authority or any other jurisdiction without the express written
consent of the competent suthority of the requested Panty,
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Article 9

Costs

Incidence of costs incurred in providing assistance shall be agreed by the Contracting

Parties,

Article 10

Mutual Agreement Procedure

i AN

es o doubts w

se hetween the Contracting Parties regarding the
ciment, the competent authorities shall endeavour

ion or mterpretation of the

e reselve the matter by mutual ugreement,

iplemer

In addition o the sproements referred o in parsgraph 1. the competent authorities of
E i T

the Contecting Porties may mutally sgree on the procedures o be used under Articles § and

R npelent & ities of the Contracting Parties may communicate with cach
o poeses of reaching agreement under this Articke.

s Partios may alse agree on other forms of dispute resolution.

Article 11

Entry into Force

hadl enter into force when coch Party bas notified the other of the

completion of iis necessury ternal procedures for entry into foree, Upon entry into foree, it
shall Bave effect:
a) for eriming rax meters on that date: and
for all other maters covered i Article 1 on that date, but only in respect of
i periods bevinming on or afier that date, or where there is no taxable period, alf
S 101X arisit vor after thot date.
Article 12
Termination
i Fither Contricting Party may wrminate the Agreement by serving a notice of
W on either through diy atic channels or by letter 1o the competent authority of the
other Contracting Pariy,
. Such terminaion shall become offective on the first day of the month follewing the

of 4 period of an

cther Contracting Party,

months after the date of reccipt of notice of termination by the

RN Following rermination of the Agreenmsent the Contracting Purties shall remain bound
By thie provisiens of Article R with respect 1o any information ebtained under the A

"

greement.
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In witness whereot, the endersigned. heing duly authorised thereto, have signed the Agreement,

Forthe Government of tor the Government of

Ireland: Sainr Vincent and the Grenadines;




