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PREAMBLE

The Swiss Federal Council and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (hereinafter referred to in 
this Agreement as the Contracting Parties) being parties to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation opened for signature at Chicago on the seventh day of 
December 1944;

Desiring to conclude the Air Services Agreement between the Swiss Federal Council and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hereinafter referred to as the "Agreement" for the purpose 
of establishing air services between and beyond their respective territories;

Have agreed on the following provisions:
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Article 1 Definitions

1. For the purpose of this Agreement, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. The term "Convention" means the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
opened for signature at Chicago on the seventh day of December, 1944 and 
includes any Annex adopted under Article 90 of that Convention and any 
amendment of the Annexes or Convention under Articles 90 and 94 thereof 
so far as those Annexes and amendments have become effective for or 
been ratified by both Contracting Parties;

2. The term "aeronautical authorities” means in the case of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, the General Authority of Civil Aviation and in the case of 
Switzerland, the Federal Office of Civil Aviation, or in both cases, any other 
person or body authorized to perform any functions presently exercised by 
the said Aeronautical Authorities;

3. The term "designated airline" means an airline, which has been designated 
and authorized in accordance with Article 3 of this Agreement;

4. The term "tariff" means the prices to be paid for the carriage of passengers, 
baggage and cargo and the conditions under which those prices apply, 
including prices and conditions for agency and other auxiliary services but 
excluding remuneration and conditions for the carriage of mail;

5. The term "territory” in relation to a State means the land areas and territorial 
waters adjacent thereto under the sovereignty, suzerainty, protection or 
mandate of such State as defined in Article 2 of the Convention;

6. The terms "air service", "International air service", “airline" and "stop for non
traffic purposes" have the meaning respectively assigned to them in Article 
96 of the Convention;

7. The term "Agreement" means this Agreement, its Annexes and any 
amendments thereto.

8. The term "schedule” means the schedules of the routes to operate air 
transportation services annexed to this Agreement and any amendments 
thereto as agreed in accordance with the provisions of Article 19 of this 
Agreement.

9. The term" capacity" in relation to "an aircraft" means the payload of that 
aircraft available on a route or section of a route;

10. The term "spare parts" means articles of a repair or replacement nature for 
incorporation in an aircraft, including engines;
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11. The term "regular equipment" means articles, other than stores and spare 
parts of a removable nature, for use on board an aircraft during flight, 
including first aid and survival equipment;

12. The term" facilities and airport charges " means charges made to airlines for 
the provision of aircraft, their crews and passengers of airport and air 
navigation facilities, including related services and facilities.
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Article 2 Granting of Rights

1. Each Contracting Party grants to the other Contracting Party the rights specified in 
this Agreement for the purpose of establishing and operating scheduled 
international air services on the routes specified in the schedule annexed to this 
Agreement. Such services and routes are hereinafter called "the agreed services” 
and "the specified routes" respectively.

2. An airline designated by each Contracting Party shall enjoy exercising, whilst 
operating an agreed service on a specified route, the following rights:

a. To fly, without landing, across the territory of the other Contracting Party;

b. To make stops in the said territory for non-traffic purposes; and

c. To make stops in the said territory at the points specified for that route in 
the schedule annexed to this Agreement, for the purpose of putting down 
and taking on international traffic in passengers, cargo and mail.

3. Neither Contracting Party shall restrict the right of each of the designated airlines 
to carry international traffic between the respective territories of the Contracting 
Parties or between the territory of one Contracting Party and the territories of third 
countries.

4. Nothing in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall be deemed to confer on the 
designated airlines of one Contracting Party the privilege of taking on, in the 
territory of the other Contracting Party, passengers, baggage, cargo or mail 
carried for remuneration or hire and destined for another point in the territory of 
that Contracting Party.

5. If because of armed conflict, political disturbances or developments, or special 
and unusual circumstances, the designated airlines of one Contracting Party are 
unable to operate a service on its normal routing, the other Contracting Party shall 
use its best efforts to facilitate the continued operation of such service through 
appropriate rearrangements of such routes, including the grant of rights for such 
time as may be necessary to facilitate viable operations.
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Article 3 Designation of Airlines

1. Each Contracting Party shall have the right to designate in writing to the other 
Contracting Party one airline or more for the purpose of operating the agreed 
services on the specified routes. Such designation shall be effected by virtue of a 
written notification between the aeronautical authorities of both Contracting 
Parties.

2. On receipt of such designation, the other Contracting Party shall grant the 
appropriate authorizations and permissions with minimum procedural delay, 
provided that:

a. the airline has its principal place of business in the territory of the 
Contracting Party designating the airline from which it has received the 
valid Operating Licence; and

b. the effective regulatory control of the airline is vested in the Contracting 
Party designating the airline; and

c. the airline holds a current Air Operator's Certificates (AOC) issued by the 
Contracting Party designating the airline.

3. The aeronautical authorities of one Contracting Party may require the airlines 
designated by the other Contracting Party to satisfy them that they are qualified to 
fulfil the conditions prescribed under the laws and regulations normally applied to 
the operation of international air services by such authorities in conformity with the 
provisions of the Convention.

4. When an airline has been so designated and authorized, it may begin at any time 
to operate the agreed services, provided that a tariff established in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 17 of this Agreement is in force.
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Article 4 Refusal. Revocation or suspension of Operating Authorisation

1. Each Contracting Party shall have the right to refuse to grant or to revoke an 
operating authorization or to suspend the exercise of the rights specified in 
paragraph 2 of Article 2 of this Agreement by airlines designated by the other 
Contracting Party, or to impose such conditions as it may deem necessary on the 
exercise of those rights, if:

a. the airline does not have its principal place of business in the territory of 
the Contracting Party designating the airline from which it has received the 
valid Operating Licence; or

b. the effective regulatory control of the airline is not vested in the Contracting 
Party designating the airline; or

c. the airline does not hold a current Air Operator’s Certificates (AOC) issued 
by the Contracting Party designating the airline; or

d. the said airlines fail to comply with or have seriously infringed the laws or 
regulations of the Contracting Party granting these rights, or

e. the said airlines fail to operate the agreed services in accordance with the 
conditions prescribed under this Agreement.

2. Unless immediate revocation, suspension or imposition of the conditions 
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Article is essential to prevent further 
infringements of laws and/or regulations, such right shall be exercised only after 
consultation with the other Contracting Party.

3. In the event of action by one Contracting Party under the provisions of this Article, 
the rights of the other Contracting Party under Article 21 of this Agreement shall 
not be prejudiced.
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Article 5 Facilities and Airport Charges

1. Each Contracting Party shall designate an airport or airports in its territory for the 
use of the designated airlines of the other Contracting Party on specified routes 
and provide the designated airlines of the other Contracting Party with 
communicative, aviation and meteorological facilities and other services 
necessary for the operation of the agreed services.

2. Neither Contracting Party shall impose or permit to be imposed on the designated 
airlines of the other Contracting Party user charges higher than those imposed on 
its own designated airlines operating similar international air services using similar 
aircraft and associated facilities and services.

3. Each Contracting Party shall encourage consultations between the competent 
charging authorities or bodies in its territory and the designated airlines using the 
services and facilities, and shall encourage the competent charging authorities or 
bodies and the designated airlines to exchange such information as may be 
necessary to permit an accurate review of the reasonabfeness of the charges in 
accordance with the principles of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article. Each 
Contracting Party shall encourage the competent charging authorities to provide 
users with reasonable notice of any proposal for changes in user charges to 
enable users to express their views before charges are made.
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Article 6 Exemption from Customs and other Duties

1. Aircraft of the designated airlines of one Contracting Party operating international 
services as well as supplies of fuel, lubricating oils, other consumable technical 
supplies, spare parts, regular equipment and stores retained on board shall, upon 
arriving in or leaving the territory of the other Contracting Party, be exempted on 
the basis of reciprocity from customs duties, taxes, inspection fees and other 
similar duties or charges, provided such equipment and supplies remain on board 
the aircraft up to such time as they re-exported or are used or consumed by such 
aircraft on flights over that territory.

2. There shall also be exemption from the same duties, fees and charges, with the 
exception of charges corresponding to the service performed:

a. Aircraft stores taken on board in the territory of a Contracting Party, within 
the limits fixed by the authorities of the said Contracting Party, and intended 
for use on board of an outbound aircraft operated on international air 
services by the designated airlines of the other Contracting Party;

b. Spare parts entered into the territory of either Contracting Party for the 
maintenance or repair of aircraft used on international air services by the 
designated airlines of the other Contracting Party;

c. Fuel and lubricants to supply outbound aircraft operated on international 
services by the airlines designated by the other Contracting Party, even 
when these supplies are to be used on the part of the journey performed 
over the territory of the Contracting Party in which they are taken on board.

3. Materials referred to in paragraph 2 above may be placed under the supervision or 
control of the customs authorities up to such time as they may be re-exported or 
otherwise disposed of in accordance with customs regulations.

4. Passengers, baggage and cargo in direct transit across the territory of one 
Contracting Party and not leaving the area of the airport reserved for such 
purpose, shall only be subject to a simplified control. Baggage and cargo shall, up 
to such time that they are on direct transit, be exempted from customs duties and 
any taxes.

5. There shall also be exemption from all customs duties and taxes on a reciprocal 
basis for official documents bearing the badge of the airline such as luggage tags, 
air tickets, airway bills, boarding cards, and timetables imported into the territory of 
either Contracting Party for the exclusive use by the designated airline of the other 
Contracting Party.
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Article 7 Principles Governing Operation of the Agreed Services

1. The designated airlines of the two Contracting Parties shall be afforded fair and 
equal opportunity in the operation of the agreed services on the specified routes.

2. In operating the agreed services, the designated airlines of each Contracting Party 
shall take into account the interests of the designated airlines of the other 
Contracting Party so as not to affect unduly the services, which the latter provide 
on the whole or part of the same routes.

3. The agreed services provided by the designated airlines of the Contracting Parties 
shall have as their primary objective the provision, at a reasonable load factor of 
capacity adequate to carry the current and reasonably anticipated requirements 
for the carriage of passengers, cargo and mail between the territory of the 
Contracting Party designating the airline and the territory of the other Contracting 
Party. Provision for the carriage of passengers, baggage and cargo including mail 
both taken on board and discharged at points on the specified routes in the 
territories of states other than that designating the airlines shall be agreed 
between the two Contracting Parties since capacity is related to:

a. Traffic requirements to and from the territory of the Contracting Party, which 
has designated the airlines;

b. Traffic requirements of the region through which the agreed service passes, 
taking account of other air services established by airlines of the states 
comprising that region;

c. The requirements of through airline operation.

4. In order that the designated airlines will be afforded fair and equal treatment, the
frequency of the services and their capacity, as well as the flight schedules shall 
be subject to the approval by the aeronautical authorities of the two Contracting 
Parties. This requirement should also be met in case of any change concerning 
the agreed services. ■

5. The aeronautical authorities of the two Contracting Parties should, if necessary, 
endeavour to reach a satisfactory arrangement regarding flight schedules, 

capacity and frequencies.
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Article 8 Approval of Time-Tables

The designated airlines of either Contracting Party shall, not later than sixty (60) days 
prior to the date of operation of any agreed service(s), submit its proposed time-tables to 
the aeronautical authorities of the other Contracting Party for approval. Such timetables 
shall include the type of sen/ice and aircraft to be used, the flight schedule and any other 
relevant information. This shall, likewise, apply to any subsequent changes. In special 
cases this time limit may be reduced subject to the approval of the said authorities.
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Article 9 Supply of Statistics

The aeronautical authorities of either Contracting Party shall supply to the aeronautical 
authorities of the other Contracting Party, at their request, such information and statistics 
relating to the traffic carried on the agreed services by their designated airlines to and 
from the territory of the other Contracting Party as may normally be prepared and 
submitted by the designated airlines to their aeronautical authorities. Such data shall 
include details on volume, distribution, origin and destination of the traffic. Any additional 
statistical traffic data which the aeronautical authorities of the Contracting Party may 
desire from the aeronautical authorities of the other Contracting Party shall, upon 
request, be a subject of mutual'discussion and agreement between the two Contracting 
Parties.
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Article 10 Applicability of Laws and Regulations

1. The laws and regulations of one Contracting Party shall apply to the navigation 
and operation of the aircraft of the airlines designated by the other Contracting 
Party during entry into, stay in and departure from the territory of the other 
Contracting Party.

2. The laws and regulations of one Contracting Party governing entry into, stay in 
and departure from its territory of passengers, crew, baggage, cargo or mail such 
as formalities regarding entry, exit, emigration, immigration, customs, currency, 
health and quarantine shall apply to passengers, crew, baggage, cargo and mail 
carried by the aircraft of the designated airlines of the other Contracting Party 
while they are within the said territory.

3. Each Contracting Party shall, upon request, supply to the other Contracting Party 
copies of the relevant laws and regulations referred to in this Article.

4. Neither Contracting Party may grant any preference to its own airline with regard 
to the designated airline of the other Contracting Party in the application of the 
laws and regulations provided for in this Article.
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Article 11 Transfer of Earning

1. Each Contracting Party grants to the designated airlines of the other Contracting 
Party the right of flexible transfer, in accordance with the foreign exchange 
regulations of the Contracting Party in the territory of which the revenue accrued, 
in connection with the carriage of passengers, baggage, mail and cargo. No 
charges other than normal bank charges shall be applicable to such transfers.

2. If a Contracting Party imposes restrictions on the transfer of revenue accrued by 
the designated airlines of the other Contracting Party, the latter has the right to 
impose reciprocal restrictions on the designated airlines of that Contracting Party, 
The Contracting Parties shall do everything in their power to facilitate the transfer 
of such revenues.

3. Subject to the laws and regulations applicable in the territory, the designated 
airline of each Contracting Party is required to pay taxes from any income 
generated in the territory of the other Contracting Party in respect of the gains or 
profits accruing to it from the operation of the agreed services. Where a special 
agreement for avoidance of double taxation exists between the Contracting 
Parties, the provisions of the latter shall prevail.
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Article 12 Air Safety

1. Certificates of airworthiness, certificates of competency and licences, issued or 
rendered valid by one Contracting Party and still in force, shall be recognized as 
valid by the other Contracting Party for the purpose of operating the agreed 
services -on the specified routes provided that such certificates or licences were 
issued or rendered valid in conformity to the standards established under the 
Convention.

2. Each Contracting Party, however, reserves the right to refuse to recognize, for 
flights above its own territory, certificates of competency and licences granted to 
its own nationals by the other Contracting Party.

3. Each Contracting Party may request consultations concerning the safety 
standards maintained by the other Contracting Party relating to aeronautical 
facilities, aircrew, aircraft and operation of the aircraft by the designated airlines. If, 
following such consultations, one Contracting Party finds that the other 
Contracting Party does not effectively maintain and administer safety standards 
and requirements in these areas that at least equal the minimum standards which 
may be established pursuant to the Convention, the other Contracting Party shall 
be notified of such findings and the steps considered necessary to conform to 
these minimum standards, and the other Contracting Party shall take appropriate 
corrective action.

4. Each Contracting Party reserves the right to suspend, refuse or revoke the 
operating authorization of the airlines designated by the other Contracting Party in 
case no appropriate action has been taken during the appropriate time.

5. Pursuant to Article 16 of the Convention any aircraft operated, or any aircraft 
whose ownership does not belong to the designated airlines of either of the 
Contracting Party in accordance with the designation provision of this Agreement 
and which is utilized to conduct air services operation in accordance with the 
provision of this Agreement to and from the territory of the other Contracting Party 
through leasing arrangements from another air carrier belonging to the state of 
either Contracting Party or third party state, may be the subject of a search by the 
authorized representatives of the other Contracting Party. Notwithstanding the 
obligations mentioned in Article 33 of the Convention, the purpose of this search is 
to verify the validity of the relevant aircraft documentation, the licensing of its crew 
and that the aircraft equipment and the condition of the aircraft conform to the 
standards established at that time pursuant to the Convention, provided this does 
not cause unreasonable delay in the operation of the aircraft.
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6. When an urgent action is essential to ensure the safety of an airline operation, 
each Contracting Party reserves the right to immediately suspend the operating 
authorization of an airline or airlines of the other Contracting Party.

7. Any action by one Contracting party in accordance with paragraphs (4) and (6) 
above shall be discontinued once the basis of the taking of that action ceases to 
exist.
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Article 13 Airline Commercial Representation

1. The designated airiines of one Contracting Party shall be entitled, in accordance 
with the laws and regulations relating to entry, residence and employment of the 
other Contracting Party, to bring in and maintain in the territory of the other 
Contracting Party those of its own managerial, technical, operational and other 
specialist staff, who are required for the provision of the present air services.

2. The ground handling operations of either designated airline shall be undertaken in 
accordance with the laws and regulations of the other Contracting Party and 
based on reciprocal treatment.

3. Each Contracting Party shall grant the designated airlines of the other Contracting 
Party the right to engage in the sale of air transportation in its territory directly and, 
at the airline’s discretion, through agents.
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Article 14 Aviation Security

1. The Contracting Parties reaffirm that their obligation to each other to protect the 
security of civil aviation against acts of unlawful interference forms an integral part 
of this Agreement. Without limiting the generality of their rights and obligations 
under international law, the Contracting Parties shall in particular act in conformity 
to the provisions of the Convention of Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed 
on Board Aircraft signed at Tokyo on 14 September 1963, the Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft signed at the Hague on 16 December 
1970 and the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety 
of Civil Aviation signed at Montreal on 23 September 1971, its Supplementary 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving 
International Civil Aviation, signed at Montreal on 24 February 1988 as well as 
with any other convention or protocol relating to the security of civil aviation which 
both Contracting Parties adhere to.

2. The Contracting Parties shall provide upon request all necessary assistance to 
each other to prevent acts of unlawful seizure of civil aircraft and other unlawful 
acts against the safety of such aircraft, their passengers and crew, airports and air 
navigation facilities, and any other threat to the security of civil aviation.

3. The Contracting Parties shall, in their mutual relations, act in conformity with the 
aviation security provisions established by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization and designated as Annexes to the Convention to the extent that 
such security provisions are applicable to the Contracting Parties; they shall 
require that operators of aircraft of their registry or operators of aircraft who have 
their principal place of business or permanent residence in their territory and the 
operators of airports in their territory act in conformity to such aviation security 
provisions.

4. Each Contracting Party agrees that such operators of aircraft may be required to 
observe the aviation security provisions referred to in paragraph 3 above required 
by the other Contracting Party for entry into, departure from, or while within the 
territory of that other Contracting Party. Each Contracting Party shall ensure that 
adequate measures are effectively applied within its territory to protect the aircraft 
and to inspect passengers, crew, carry-on items, baggage, cargo and aircraft 
stores prior to and during boarding or loading. Each Contracting Party shall also 
give sympathetic consideration to any request from the other Contracting Party for 
reasonable special security measures to meet a particular threat.
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5. When an incident or threat of an incident of unlawful seizure of civil aircraft or 
other unlawful acts against the safety of such aircraft, their passengers and crew, 
airport or air navigation facilities occurs, the Contracting Parties shall assist each 
other by facilitating communications and other appropriate measures intended to 
terminate rapidly and safely such incident or threat thereof.

6. When a Contracting Party has reasonable grounds to believe that the other 
Contracting Party has departed from the aviation security provisions of this Article, 
the aeronautical authorities of that Party may request immediate consultations with 
the aeronautical authorities of the other Contracting Party. Failure to reach a 
satisfactory agreement within due time shall constitute grounds to withhold, 
revoke, limit, or impose conditions on the operating authorization and technical 
permissions of the airlines of that Contracting Party.

57



I-52773

Article 15 Security of Travel Documents

1. Each Contracting Party agrees to adopt measures to ensure the security of their 
passports and other travel documents.

2. In this regard, each Contracting Party agrees to establish controls on the lawful 
creation, issuance, verification and use of passports and other travel documents 
and identity documents issued by, or on behalf of, that Contracting Party.

3. Each Contracting Party also agrees to establish or improve procedures to ensure 
that travel and identity documents issued by it are of such quality that they cannot 
easily be misused and cannot readily be unlawfully altered, replicated or issued.

4. Pursuant to the objectives above, each Contracting Party shall issue their 
passports and other travel documents in accordance with the respective 
documents of the International Civil Aviation Organization.

5. Each Contracting Party further agrees to exchange operational information 
regarding forged or counterfeit travel documents and to cooperate with the other 
to strengthen resistance to travel document fraud, including the forgery or 
counterfeiting of travel documents, the use of forged or counterfeit travel 
documents, the use of valid travel documents by imposters, the misuse of 
authentic travel documents by rightful holders in furtherance of the commission of 
an offence, the use of expired or revoked travel documents and the use of 
fraudulently obtained travel documents.
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Article 16 Inadmissible and Undocumented Passengers and Deportees

1. Each Contracting Party agrees to establish effective border controls.

2. In this regard, each Contracting Party agrees to implement the Standards and 
Recommended Practices of Annex 9 (Facilitation) to the Convention concerning 
inadmissible and undocumented passengers and deportees in order to enhance 
cooperation to combat illegal migration.

3. Pursuant to the objectives above, each Contracting Party agrees to issue, or to 
accept, as the case may be, the letter relating to "fraudulent, falsified or counterfeit 
travel documents or genuine documents presented by imposters” set out in 
Appendix 9 b) to Annex 9, when taking action under relevant paragraphs of 
Chapter 3 of the Annex regarding the seizure of fraudulent, falsified or counterfeit 
travel documents.
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Article 17 Tariffs

1. The tariffs to be charged by the designated airlines of the Contracting Parties for 
the agreed services shall be established at reasonable levels, due regard being 
paid to all relevant factors including cost of operation, reasonable profit, 
characteristics of service and the tariffs of the other airlines operating scheduled 
services over the whole or part of the same routes.

2. The tariffs referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall, if possible, be determined 
on the basis of the forces of supply and demand in the market.

3. The tariffs implemented shall be filed to the aeronautical authorities of both 
Contracting Parties for record keeping purposes and proper reaction against any 
unfair competitive behaviour in the market.

4. Without limiting the application of general competition and consumer law in each 
Contracting Party, intervention by the Contracting Party shall be limited to:

a. the prevention of unreasonably discriminatory tariffs or practices;

b. the protection of consumers from tariffs that are unreasonably high or 
unreasonably restrictive due either to the abuse of a dominant position or to 
concerted practices among air carriers; and

c. the protection of airlines from tariffs that are artificially low because of direct 
or indirect governmental subsidy or support.

5. If any dispute arises between the designated airlines of either Contracting Parties 
due to unfair competitive practice in the market related to tariff implications, it 
should be settled in accordance with the provisions of Article 22 of this 
Agreement.
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Article 18 Leasing

1. Either Contracting Party may prevent the use of leased aircraft for services under 
this Agreement which does not comply with Articles 12 (Air Safety) and 14 
(Aviation Security).

2. Subject to paragraph 1 above, the designated airlines of each Contracting Party 
may use aircraft (or aircraft and crew) leased from any company, including other 
airlines, provided that this would not result in a lessor airline exercising traffic 
rights it does not have.
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Article 19 Consultations and Amendments

1. In a spirit of close co-operation, the two Contracting Parties or their aeronautical 
authorities shall consult each other from time to time with a view to ensuring the 
implementation of and satisfactory compliance with the provisions of this 
Agreement and its Annexes. Such consultation shall begin within a period of sixty 
(60) days from the date of the request.

2. Amendments relating only to the provisions of this Agreement shall be agreed 
upon between the Contracting Parties. Any amendment so agreed shall enter into 
force when they have been confirmed by an exchange of diplomatic notes 
following completion of the constitutional or otherwise required procedures.

3. Amendments relating only to the provisions of the route schedules annexed to this 
Agreement may be agreed upon between the aeronautical authorities of both 
Contracting Parties. Such amendments will become effective as soon as they are 
approved by both aeronautical authorities.
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Article 20 Conformity to multilateral Conventions or Agreements

This Agreement and its Annexes will be amended so as to conform to any multilaterai 
conventions or Agreements which may become binding upon the Contracting Parties.
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Article 21 Termination

1. Either Contracting Party may, at any time, give notice in writing to the other 
Contracting Party of its decision to terminate this Agreement. Such notice shall 
simultaneously be communicated to the international Civil Aviation Organization.

2. In such a case, the Agreement shall terminate twelve (12) months after the date of 
receipt of the notice by the other Contracting Party, unless the notice to terminate 
is withdrawn by mutual agreement before the expiry of this period. In the absence 
of acknowledgement of receipt by the other Contracting Party, the notice shall be 
deemed to have been received fourteen (14) days after the receipt of the notice by 
the International Civil Aviation Organization.
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Article 22 Settlement of Disputes

1. If any dispute arises between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpretation 
or application of this Agreement and its Annex(es) the Contracting Parties shall in 
the first place endeavour to settle it by negotiation.

2. If the Contracting Parties fail to reach a settlement by negotiation, they may agree 
to refer the dispute for an advisory opinion to some person or body.

3. If the Contracting Parties fail to reach a settlement pursuant to paragraphs (1) and 
(2) above, either Contracting Party may, in accordance with its relevant laws and 
regulations, refer the dispute to an arbitral tribunal of three arbitrators, two of 
whom to be nominated by the Contracting Parties and one umpire. In case the 
dispute is referred to arbitration, each of the Contracting Parties shall nominate an 
arbitrator within a period of sixty (60) days from the date of receipt a notice in 
respect of reference of the dispute to arbitration and the umpire shall be appointed 
within a further period of sixty (60) days from the last appointment by the two so 
nominated. If either Contracting Party fails to nominate its arbitrator within the 
specified period, or nominated arbitrators fail to agree on the umpire within the 
said period, the President of the Council of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization may be requested by either Contracting Party to appoint the 
arbitrator of failing party or the umpire as the case may require. However, the 
umpire shall be a national of a state having diplomatic relations with both 
Contracting Parties at the time of the appointment.

4. In the case of the appointment of the umpire by the President of the Council of 
International Civil Aviation Organization, if the President of the Council of 
International Civil Aviation Organization is prevented from carrying out the said 
function or if he is a national of either Contracting Party, the appointment shall be 
made by the Vice-president and if the Vice-president is also prevented from 
carrying out the said function or if he is a national of either Contracting Party, the 
appointment shall be made by the senior member of the Council who is not a 
national of either Contracting Party.

5. Subject to other provisions agreed by the Contracting Parties, the arbitral tribunal 
shall determine its procedure and the place of arbitration.

6. The decisions of the arbitral tribunal shall be binding for the Contracting Parties.
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7. The expenses of the arbitral tribunal, including the fees end expenses of the 
arbitrators shall be shared equally by the Contracting Parties. Any expenses 
incurred by the Council in connection with the appointment of the umpire and/or 
the arbitrator of the failing party as referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article shall 
be considered to be part of the expenses of the arbitral tribunal.
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Article 23 Registration with ICAO

This Agreement and any amendments thereto shall be registered with the International 
Civil Aviation Organization.
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Article 24 Final Provisions

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the last notification through 
diplomatic notes by either Contracting Party to the other Contracting Party that it 
has fulfilled the necessary measures in accordance with its laws end regulations 
for the entry into force of this Agreement.

2. Upon entry into force, the present Agreement shall supersede the Agreement 
between Switzerland and Saudi Arabia relating to Air Services, dated 9 June

3. The Route Schedule in the Annex is an integral part of this Agreement.

In witness thereof the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized by their 
respective governments, have signed this Agreement.

Done in Jeddah on Saturday 4th July 2009 G corresponding to 11lh Rajab 1430 H 
in three original copies, In the Arabic, English and German languages, all texts being 
equally authentic. In case of divergence in the interpretations, the English text shall 
prevail.

For the Swiss Federal Council: For the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia :

1965.

Maurice Darier

Ambassador 
of Switzerland
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

President
General Authority of Civil Aviationl 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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ANNEX

ROUTE SCHEDULE

Section (1): Routes on which air services may be operated by the designated 
airlines of Switzerland.

Two PointsPoints in 
Switzerland

Damman, Jeddah, 
Riyadh

Two Points

Section (2): Routes on which air services may be operated by the designated 
airlines of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Points in the 
Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

Two Points Basel, Geneva,
Zurich

Two Points

Section (3): Notes on the routes to be operated by the designated airlines of both 
Contracting Parties.

1. The exercise of 5th freedom traffic rights to intermediate points and points beyond 
is subject to the agreement between the Contracting Parties.

2. Intermediate points and points beyond on any of the specified routes may, at the 
option of the designated airlines, be omitted on any or all flights, provided that any 
service either begins or terminates in the territory of the Contracting Party 
designating the airline.
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