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[ English text - Texte anglais ]

Agreement between the United Nations and the Syrian Arab Republic concerning the 
status of the United Nations Joint Investigative Mechanism established by Security 

Council resolution 2235 (2015)

Without prejudice to the sovereignty of the Syrian Arab Republic;

And in order to ensure the timely, safe and secure conduct of the mandate of the Joint 
Investigative Mechanism (the “JIM”) set out in United Nations Security Council resolution 2235 
(2015) of 7 August 2015 and any subsequent decision or resolution of the United Nations 
relevant to, and relating specifically to, the JIM;

Noting that the foregoing constitutes an integral part of this Agreement;

The United Nations and the Syrian Arab Republic (hereinafter “the Parties”) have agreed on the 
following:

I. Definitions and composition

1. For the purpose of the present Agreement the following definitions shall apply:

(a) The “JIM” means the Joint Investigative Mechanism established by the United 
Nations Security Council in its resolution 2235 (2015) of 7 August 2015;

(b) The “Head of the JIM” means the person appointed by the Secretary-General to
lead the JIM; ’ '

(c) A “member of the JIM” means the Head of the JIM and such persons who are 
assigned by the Secretary-General to serve as part of the JIM;

(d) The “Government” means the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic;

(e) The “territory” means the territory of the Syrian Arab Republic;

(f) A “contributing State or organization” means a Member State of the United 
Nations or an organization providing support to the JIM, including but not 
limited to, personnel, equipment, services, provisions, supplies, materials or 
other goods, including spare parts and means of transport, including vehicles and 
other means of transport, if any, for the JIM;

(g) The “General Convention” means the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations adopted by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations on 13 February 1946, to which the Syrian Arab Republic is a 
Party;

(h) “Contractors” means persons, other than members of the JIM, engaged by the 
United Nations, including juridical as well as natural persons and their 
employees and subcontractors, to perform services for the United Nations and 
the JIM and/or to supply equipment, provisions, supplies, materials or other
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goods, including spare parts and means of transport, in support of the activities of 
the JIM. Such contractors shall not be considered third party beneficiaries to this 
Agreement;

II. Application of the present Agreement

2. Unless specifically provided otherwise, the provisions of the present Agreement and any 
obligation undertaken by the Government and any privilege, immunity, facility or concession 
granted to the JIM or to any member thereof or to contractors thereunder shall apply in the 
Syrian Arab Republic only.

m. Application of the General Convention

3. The JIM, its property, funds and assets, and its members shall enjoy the privileges and 
immunities specified in the present Agreement, as well as those provided for in the General 
Convention.

4. Article II of the General Convention shall apply to the JIM and to the property, funds and 
assets of contributing States used in connection with the JIM.

IV. Status of the JIM

5. The JIM shall enjoy such status and such privileges and immunities as are necessary to 
ensure the independent exercise of its activities and the fulfilment of its purposes. The JIM and 
its members shall refrain from any action or activity incompatible with the impartial and 
international nature of their duties or inconsistent with the spirit of the present Agreement. The 
JIM and its members shall respect all local laws and regulations.

6. The Government undertakes to respect the exclusively international nature of the JIM.

V. Flags, markings and identification

7. The Government recognizes the right of the United Nations to display within the Syrian 
Arab Republic the United Nations flag on the premises of the JIM in Syria and on vehicles, 
aircraft and vessels and otherwise as decided by the Head of the JIM.

8. Vehicles, aircraft and vessels of the JIM shall carry a distinctive United Nations 
identification, which shall be notified to the Government.

VI. Communications

9. In addition to the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the United Nations under the 
General Convention, the JIM shall enjoy in the territory for its official communications 
treatment not less favourable than that accorded by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic 
to any other government including its diplomatic mission in the matter of priorities, rates and 
taxes on its communications by mail, telephone, electronic mail, facsimile, radio, satellite or 
other means of communication and press rates for information to the media, including press and 
radio. No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence and other official 
communications of the JIM. All communications directed to the JIM and all outward 
communications of the JIM, by whatever means or whatever form transmitted, shall be
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unrestricted and inviolable. The JIM shall have the right to use codes and to dispatch and 
receive its correspondence and other official communications by courier or in bags, in prior 
coordination with the Government, which shall have the same immunities and privileges as 
diplomatic couriers and bags.

VII. Travel and transport

10. The JIM, its members and contractors, together with their property, equipment, 
provisions, supplies, fuel, materials and other goods, including spare parts, as well as vehicles 
and other necessary means of transport, if any, shall enjoy full and unrestricted freedom of 
movement without delay throughout the Syrian Arab Republic by the most direct route possible, 
without the need for travel permits or prior authorization or notification.

11. The JIM shall inform the competent Syrian authorities of the movement of its personnel 
within the countiy as appropriate.

12. Within the framework of the mandate of the JIM, the Government shall, where 
necessary, provide the JIM with maps and other information, including maps of and information 
on the location of minefields and other dangers and impediments, which may be useful in 
facilitating the JIM'S movements and ensuring the safety and security of its members and 
contractors.

13. The JlM’s vehicles and other necessary means of transport, if any, including the vehicles 
of its contractors, and other necessary means of transport, if any, shall be notified to the Syrian 
government and shall not be subject to registration or licensing by the Government and shall be 
exempt from search and seizure.

14. The JIM shall promptly notify the competent Syrian authorities of the loss of a JIM 
vehicle and where appropriate shall authorize the Syrian authorities to recover any such vehicle.

VIII. Privileges and immunities granted to the JIM

15. The JIM shall enjoy such status and such privileges and immunities as are necessary to 
ensure the independent exercise of its activities and the fulfilment of its purposes. As provided 
for in paragraph 3 of the present Agreement, the JIM, its property, funds and assets, wherever 
located and by whomsoever held, and its members shall enjoy the privileges and immunities 
specified in the present Agreement, as well as those defined in the General Convention. Its 
Contractors shall enjoy the facilities provided for in this Agreement. The Government 
recognizes in particular:

(a) The inviolability and immunity from search, requisition, confiscation, 
expropriation and any other form of interference, whether by executive, 
administrative, judicial or legislative action, of the premises, properly and assets 
of the JIM, including the equipment and any information generated, received, 
stored or processed by the JIM;

(b) The Jl M may, free of any duty, taxes, fees and charges and free of other 
prohibitions and restrictions, transfer funds and currencies to or from the Syrian
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Arab Republic, to or from any other State, or within the Syrian Arab Republic, 
and convert any currency held by it into any other currency;

(c) The right of the JIM, as well as of its contractors, to import, by the most
convenient and direct route by land, sea, air or waterway, free of duty, taxes, fees 
and charges including value-added tax and free of other prohibitions and 
restrictions, equipment, provisions, supplies, fuel, materials and other goods, 
including spare parts and means of transport, which are for the exclusive and 
official use of the JIM.

EX. Premises required for conducting the operational and administrative activities
of the JIM

16. The Government shall assist the JIM in obtaining for as long as may be required, such 
areas for office space and facilities as may be necessary for the conduct of the investigation, in a 
manner that preserves the JIM’s ability to carry out its mandated activities without jeopardizing 
health and safety, and without compromising its freedom of action and judgment. Without 
prejudice to the fact that all such prem ises remain territory of the Syrian Arab Republic, they 
shall be inviolable and subject to the exclusive control and authority of the United Nations. The 
Government shall guarantee unimpeded access to the members of the JIM to such premises.

17. Any government official or any other person seeking entry to the JIM premises shall 
seek and obtain the prior permission of the Head of the JIM or a member of the JIM with 
delegated authority therefrom who alone may grant that permission. Entry into the
JIM premises shall be subject to the applicable security, safety and confidentiality rules and 
procedures of the JIM.

X. Provisions, supplies and services

18. The Government shall grant promptly all necessary authorizations, permits and licenses
required for the import of equipment, provisions, supplies, fuel, materials and other goods, 
including spare parts and means of transport, used in support of the JIM, including in respect of 
import by contractors, free of any prohibitions and restrictions and without the payment of 
monetary contributions or duties, fees or taxes, including value-added tax. The Government 
likewise agrees to grant promptly all necessary authorizations, permits and licenses required for 
the purchase or export of such goods, including in respect of purchase or export by contractors, 
free of any prohibitions and restrictions and without the payment of monetary contributions, 
duties, fees, charges or taxes.

XI. Recruitment of local personnel

19. The JIM may recruit locally such personnel as it requires. Upon the request of the Head 
of the JIM, the Government undertakes to facilitate the recruitment of qualified local staff by the 
JIM and to accelerate the process of such recruitment.
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XII. Currency

20. The Government undertakes to make available to the JIM, against reimbursement in a 
mutually acceptable currency, local currency required for the use of the JIM, including the pay 
and emoluments of its members, at the rate of exchange most favourable to the JIM.

XIII. Status, privileges and immunities of the members of the JIM

21. The Head of the JIM, the two deputies in charge of the political and investigative 
components of the JIM, respectively, and such high-ranking members of the JIM as may be 
agreed upon with the Government, shall have the status specified in Sections 19 and 27 of the 
General Convention, provided that the privileges and immunities referred to therein shall be 
those accorded to diplomatic envoys by international law.

22. Officials of the JIM shall be entitled to the privileges and immunities of Articles V and 
VII of the General Convention.

23. Experts assigned to serve with the JIM, whose names are for that purpose notified to the 
Government by the Head of the JIM, shall be considered as experts on mission within the 
meaning of Article VI of the UN General Convention and shall enjoy the privileges, immunities, 
exemptions and facilities set out in that Article and in Article VII of the General Convention.

24. Locally recruited personnel of the JIM, whose names are notified to the government, 
shall enjoy the immunities concerning official acts, the exemption from taxation and the 
immunity from national service obligations provided for in Sections 18 (a), (b) and (c) of the 
General Convention. It is understood that locally recruited personnel are only exempt from 
national service obligations for the period of their service with the JIM and can, therefore, fulfil 
their national service obligations after they have completed their service with the JIM.

25. Members of the JIM shall be exempt from taxation in respect of salaries and emoluments 
paid to them by the United Nations or from a contributing State and any income received from 
outside the Syrian Arab Republic, They shall also be exempt from all other direct taxes, except 
municipal rates for services enjoyed, and from all registration fees and charges.

26. Members of the JIM shall have the right to import free of any customs duties or related 
charges their personal effects in connection with their arrival in the Syrian Arab Republic 
required by them by reason of their presence in the Syrian Arab Republic with the JIM. Special 
facilities shall be granted by the Government for the speedy processing of entry and exit for the 
Syrian Arab Republic for all members of the JIM upon prior written notification by, and in 
coordination with, the Head of the JIM and the United Nations Secretariat. On departure from 
the Syrian Arab Republic, members of the JIM may take with them such funds that were 
received by them in pay and emoluments from the United Nations, any unspent funds that the 
members of the JIM have brought into the Syrian Arab Republic in connection with the conduct 
of activities for the JIM, or any funds from a contributing State and are a reasonable residue 
thereof.
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XIV. Entry and departure

27. The Head of the JIM and members of the JIM shall, whenever so required, have the right 
to enter into and depart from the Syrian Arab Republic.

28. The Government undertakes to facilitate the entry into and departure from the Syrian 
Arab Republic, without delay or hindrance, of the Head of the JIM and members of the JIM and 
shall be kept informed of such movement. For that purpose, the Head of the JIM and members 
of the JIM shall be exempt from passport and visa regulations and immigration inspection and 
restrictions, as well as from payment of any fees or charges on entering into or departing thorn 
the Syrian Arab Republic.

29. For the purpose of such entry or departure, members of the JIM shall only be required to 
have a United Nations laissez passer and/or a national passport with a certificate that they are 
travelling on the official business of the United Nations. In view of the Secretary-General’s 
responsibility for the JIM and its members, in the event that an aircraft provided by the 
Government is not used for security or other compelling considerations, medical evacuations 
and other emergency flights shall be given prompt clearance and shall in any event be entitled to 
proceed as soon as the relevant authorities of the Government have been notified of the details of 
the flights, and the Government shall ensure the safe conduct of such flights within its airspace.

XV. Safety and security

30. The JIM will arrange for security guards and related services without prejudice to the 
Government’s responsibility for the security and safety of the JIM and its members.

31. Military liaison officers of the JIM may wear, while performing official duties, the 
national military uniform of their respective States with standard United Nations accoutrements. 
United Nations Security Officers and Field Service officers may wear the United Nations 
uniform. The wearing of civilian dress by the above-mentioned members of the JIM may be 
authorized by the Head of the JIM at other times. Military liaison officers of the JIM, as well as 
United Nations Security Officers and United Nations close protection officers designated by the 
Head of the JIM, may possess and carry arms, ammunition and other items of military 
equipment, including global positioning devices, while on official duty in accordance with their 
orders. Apart from officers on close protection missions, JIM officers who are authorized to 
cany weapons while on official duty must be in uniform at all times when armed, unless 
otherwise authorized by the Head of the JIM.

32. The Government shall ensure that the provisions of the Convention on the Safety of 
United Nations and Associated Personnel are applied to and in respect of the JIM, its members 
and associated personnel and their equipment and premises. In particular:

(a) The Government shall ensure the safety, security and freedom of movement on 
the territory of the Syrian Arab Republic, of the JIM, its members and associated 
personnel and their property and assets and take all appropriate measures to that 
end. It shall take all appropriate steps to protect members of the JIM and its 
associated personnel and their equipment and premises from any attack or action 
that would prevent them from performing their duties in the implementation of 
United Nations Security Council resolution 2235 (2015) and any subsequent
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decision or resolution of the relevant organs of the United Nations relevant to, 
and relating specifically to, the JIM. This is without prejudice to the fact that all 
premises of the JIM are inviolable and subject to the exclusive control and 
authority of the United Nations;

(b) If members of the JIM or its associated personnel are captured, detained or taken
hostage in the course of the performance of their duties and their identification 
has been established, they shall not be subjected to interrogation and they shall 
be promptly released and returned to the United Nations or to the JIM or other 
appropriate authorities. Pending their release, such personnel shall be treated in 
accordance with universally recognized standards of human rights and, where 
relevant, the principles and spirit of the Geneva Conventions of 1949;

33. Upon the request of the Head of the JIM, the Government shall provide such security, as 
necessary, to protect the JIM, its members and associated personnel and their equipment during 
the exercise of their functions.

XVI. Support for JIM activities

34. The Government shall provide such support as is requested by the JIM to facilitate the 
activities pursued by the JIM in the performance of its mandate in the Syrian Arab Republic. 
Such support, coordinated between the Government and the JIM in a manner consistent with 
paragraph 7 of resolution 2235 (2015), shall include, but not be limited to;

(a) Assuring the security and, upon request, provide transportation for the JIM and 
its members, their equipment, documents and other materials, including samples, 
required for their activities;

(b) Providing appropriate medical assistance and services as necessary to the JIM 
and its members and facilitate access to hospitals and related facilities in the 
event of the need to evacuate from the Syrian Arab Republic, for medical 
reasons, members of the JIM;

(c) Providing the JIM and its members full access to all locations, individuals, 
materials and other information that the JIM deems relevant to its investigation 
and where the JTM determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe access 
is justified based on its assessment of the facts and circumstances known to it at 
the time;

(d) Allowing the JIM to collect, remove and transport of any and all materials, 
including samples, required by the JIM for analysis and permitting the 
unhindered passage through agreed border crossings, without customs 
inspection, of the JIM’s equipment, materials, including samples, and gear;

(e) Securing and preserving the sites where it is alleged that chemicals have been 
used as weapons, including chlorine or any other toxic chemical, as far as 
possible while also consistent with the protection of the surrounding population 
and the environment;
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(f) Locating, identifying and, as appropriate, preserving, any material, such as
samples of a suspected chemical substance, remnants of munitions, contaminated 
soil, vegetation or water, contaminated clothes, biomedical samples obtained 
from casualties as well as post-mortem samples or other articles.

XVn. Limitations on liability

35. The Government shall be responsible for dealing with, and hold the United Nations 
harmless in respect of any claims, including third party claims, arising from the implementation 
of United Nations Security Council resolution 2235 (2015) and any subsequent decision or 
resolution of the relevant organs of the United Nations relevant to, and relating specifically to, 
the JIM, unless the United Nations agrees that such claims arise from or are directly attributable 
to the gross negligence or wilful misconduct of the United Nations, its officials or experts on 
mission. .

XVm, Settlement of disputes

36. Subject to paragraph 35 above, ali other disputes between the JIM and the Government 
arising out of the interpretation or application of the present Agreement will be amicably settled 
by negotiations between the United Nations and the Government. AH disputes that are not 
settled by negotiation shall, unless otherwise agreed by the parties to this Agreement, be 
submitted to a tribunal of three arbitrators. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall 
appoint one arbitrator and the Government shall appoint one arbitrator of the tribunal and the 
chairman shall be appointed by joint agreement by the Secretary-General and the Government. 
Jf no agreement is reached as to the chairman's appointment within thirty (30) days of the 
appointment of the first arbitrator of the tribunal, the President of the International Court of 
Justice may, at the request of either the Secretary-General of the United Nations or the 
Government, appoint the chairman. Any vacancy on the tribunal shall be filled by the same 
method prescribed for the original appointment, and the 30-day period prescribed above shall 
start as soon as there is a vacancy for the chairmanship. The tribunal shall determine its own 
procedures, provided that any three members shall constitute a quorum for all purposes (except 
for a period of 30 days after the creation of a vacancy) and all decisions shall require the 
approval of any two members. The awards of the tribunal shall be final. The awards of the 
tribunal shall be notified to the parties and, if against a member of the JIM, the Head of the JIM 
or the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall use his or her best endeavours to ensure 
compliance. The decisions of the tribunal shall be final and binding on the parties.

37. All differences between the United Nations and the Government arising out of the 
interpretation or application of the present arrangements concerning the Genera! Convention 
shall be dealt with in accordance with the procedure set out in Section 30 of that Convention.

XIX. Supplementary arrangements

38. The Secretary-General of the United Nations and/or the Head of the JIM and the 
Government may conclude supplementary arrangements to the present Agreement, including on 
the provision of medical services and emergency medical evacuation services.
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XX. Liaison

39. The Head of the JTM and the Government shall take appropriate measures to ensure 
close and reciprocal liaison at every appropriate level.

XXL Miscellaneous provisions

40. Wherever the present Agreement refers to privileges, immunities and rights of the JIM 
and to facilities that the Syrian Arab Republic undertakes to provide to the JIM, the Government 
shall have the ultimate responsibility for the observance, implementation and fulfilment of such 
privileges, immunities, rights and facilities by the appropriate local authorities, in areas under its 
control.

41. The present Agreement shall apply provisionally upon signature and shall enter into 
force on the date of receipt of the Government's written notification to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations of the completion by the Syrian Arab Republic of its relevant internal 
procedures.

42. The present Agreement shall remain in force until the departure of the final element of 
the JIM from the Syrian Arab Republic upon completion of the JIM’s mandate within the Syrian 
Arab Republic, in accordance with Article I, paragraph 1(a) above, except that:

(a) The provisions of paragraph 35 shall remain in force;

(b) The provisions of paragraphs 36 and 37 shall remain in force until all claims 
made in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 36 have been settled.

43. Without prejudice to existing agreements regarding their legal status and operations in 
the Syrian Arab Republic, the provisions of the present Agreement shall apply to offices, funds 
and programmes of the United Nations, their property, funds and assets and their officials and 
experts on mission that are deployed in the Syrian Arab Republic and perform functions in 
relation to the JIM.

44. Without prejudice to existing agreements regarding their legal status and operations in 
the Syrian Arab Republic, the provisions of the present Agreement may, as appropriate, be 
extended to specialized agencies and related organizations of the United Nations, their property, 
funds and assets and their officials and experts on mission that are deployed in the Syrian Arab 
Republic and perform functions in relation to the JIM, provided that this is done with the written 
consent of the Head of the JIM, the specialized agency or related organization concerned and the 
Government.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being the duly authorized plenipotentiary of the 
Government and the duly appointed representative of the United Nations, have, on behalf of the 
Parties, signed the present Agreement.

This Agreement shall be concluded in the English and Arabic languages which are equally 
authentic on the understanding that, in the event of a difference in interpretation, the English text 
shall prevail.
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Done at in two original copies in each of the English and Arabic languages, on

For the United Nations:

Virginia Gamba 
Head
OPCW-UN
Joint Investigative Mechanism

For the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic

Bashar Ja’afari 
Permanent Representative
of the Syrian Arab Republic 
to the United Nations
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